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Court orders probe of Carlos ‘kidnap’ 

ssmssj 

ruled that the arrest in Aueust 1994 of VenHueiaSh, l h ^. c ^ un 

a " d wl,hout an inwrnational^ni o?^ 

extradition convention between France and Sudan.” CaH«w« 

1 h F ? ncc ?f Ier hH arrest and b serving a ||f e sentence Tor 
shooting dead two French secret service agents in 1975 On landing 

the court B saying „ p aris sboSf 

unos nas repeatedly staged that two agenis of the French n’QT 
^services were present when he uJLted in SteS were 
on the plane which took him to France. 
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MP in Lebanon gets 7 years in jail 

BEIRUT (AFP) — a Lebanese court on Wednesday for the fir-; 
time jailed a member of parliament |MP) for drug IralTicknif 
lahiya Snamass was given a seven-year sentence but the court 
deducted the two years he has already spend behind bars 
Correspondents said Mr. Shama&s. uho is being held ai the eenir.i! 
proon. was not in court for the verdict. The Mp was stripped of 
parliamentary immunity after his arresi in November !•>•« l.^r 
mvolvement in drug trafficking. He struck back by charging ihai 
rrestdem Elias Hrawi's son was also implicated in smuggling dru>'s 
-» accusation immcdiaicly denied by Ro> Hrawi Mr Shamass, 
a Shiite Muslim, is an MP from the Synan-controlled Bck.u Valiev 
of eastern Lebanon, a region where drug cultivapun and traffick - 
ing peaked during the 1975-1995 civil ‘war. In twz. Lebanon 
launched a crackdown on widespread hashish and ponpr growing 
in the Be^aa with the help of units from ihe 35. UUP Syrian troops 
deployed in Lebanon. Mr. Shamass. whose trial opened one ye.it 
ago. has IS day* to appeal again*! ihe sentence in the assizes corn; 
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King, Clinton meet today 
to discuss course of peace 

Jordan to receive F-16s by end of July 


U.S. group honours King, Peres for 
contribution to liberty and freedom 



Srour in Paris 

PARIS (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Saad Hayel Srour arrived in 
Paris Wednesday on a two- 
day official visit upon an in- 
vitation of the president of 
the French national assem- 
bly. Philippe Seguen. Mr. 
Srour said in a departure 
statement _ that his talks will 
cover Frenth-Jordanian rela- 
tions in general and par- 
liamentary affairs in particu- 
lar as well as the latest de- 
velopments in the Middle 
East region and France's role 
at the European and interna- 
tional levels to solve the re- 
gion's problems. 

New Indian cabinet 
wins vote of trust 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda won a vote of confi- 
dence in parliament on 
Wednesday, ending six weeks 
of political tumult in the 
world's most populous demo- 
cracy. The government won 
by voice vote after a 12-hour 
debate over two days. “The 
motion is adopted.” P.S. 
Sangma. speaker of the lower 
house, told the lawmakers at 
the end of the nationally- 
televised session. The prime 
minister's centre-left govern- 
ment had the support of some 
332 lawmakers in the 545- 
member house and had been 
expected to breeze through 
the vote. 

Ciller repeats call 
for secular alliance 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
conservative leader Tansu 
CiUer, head of the True Path 
Party (DYP), on Wednesday 
repeated her call for a four- 
way secularist alliance to 
deny power to the powerful 
Islamist Welfare Party. 
“Come and let's get to an 
agreement to form a govern- 
ment,” Anatolian news agen- 
cy quoted her as saying in a 
call to the three other parties. 
“The DYP is the biggest of 
these four parties. Despite 
rhis, I still have an attitude of 
compromise.” she said. For- 
mer Premier Ciller made.no 
reference to reports in the 
Turkish press on Wednesday 
that she was close to making 
a coalition de3l with the 
Islamists. 

Turkey says 78 
dead in clashes 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) 
— Turkish troops backed by 
air power killed 72 Kurdish 
rebels and lost six of their 
own soldiers in some of the 
fiercest fighting in southeast 
Turkey in recent months, 
security officials said on 
Wednesday. Air force planes 
bombed the mountains to cut 
off possible rebel escape 
routes in the fighting with 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
rebels in several provinces on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
security officials said. 

Republicans elect 
Lott majority leader 

WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
publicans on Wednesday 
elected Senator Trent Lott of 
Mississippi, a staunch con- 
servative with a whip- 
cracking political style, as : 
U.S. Senate majority leader ] 
to succeed Bob Dole. Senate 
sources said. Mr. Lott. 54, , 
the deputy leader under Mr. 
Dole, won on a 44-8 vote 
among Republican senators 
over his fellow senator from 
Mississippi. Thad Cochran. 

Islamists kill Libyan 
officer— paper 

CAIRO (R) — A Libyan 
Islamist opposition group 
sard it killed a senior officer 
m the country’s secret police 
in the eastern city of Bengha- 
zi. the scene of sporadic con- 
flict between Islamic groups 
and government security 
forces. The Arabic newspap- 
er AI Hayat reported on 
Wednesday that a man, 
claiming to be speaking for 
the Islamic Movement of 
Martyrs, said the organ isa* 
lion killed Lieutenant Col- 
onel Mifiah Bayou, the head 
of what he called the Anti- 
Heresy Department. 


Combined agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein meets today with U.S. 
President Bill Ginton as both 
Israel and the United States 
look to Jordan to adopt a key 
role in the region after the 
emergence of a new right- 
wing leadership in Israel. 

TTie two leaders will “ev- 
aluate the new facts in Israel 
and its repercussions for the 
Arab-Israeli peace process.” 
a senior Jordanian official 
quoted by the AFP said. 

Their talks come ahead of 
the first Arab summit in six 
years, to be held in Cairo 
from June 21-23 and hastily 
convened after peace 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime minister-elect Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu will have 
to meet with Yasser Arafat if 
he is serious about pledges to 
continue the peace talks with 
the Palestinians, a senior fi- 
gure in Mr. Netanyahu's 
Likud Party said Wednesday. 

“In the end it will hap- 
pen." said Tel Aviv Mayor 
Ronnie Milo, a Likud moder- 
ate. “If they seriously mean 
to continue the political pro- 
cess... then they will need to 
meet." 

Another Likud official said 
Likud was finally at peace 
with the idea of negotiating 
with the long-shunned Pale£ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

“We're no longer dedicat- 
ing our lives to deleghimising 
the PLO. We've been there 
and it's over. We Ye not going 
to fight the past wars." Izachi 
Hanegbi. who is pan of Mr. 
Netanyahu's inner circle, told 
Israel Radio. 

“We are going to negotiate 
with the Palestinian (Nation- 
al) Authority (PNA)." 

Mr. Netanyahu, who defe- 
ated Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres on May 29. hopes to 
present a new government to 
parliament on Monday after 
weighing demands for 
cabinet posts from both reli- 
gious parties and Likud col- 
leagues. 

“The nature of coalition 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
public support for ihe peace 
process has grown despite 
ihe election victory of the 
right-wing Likud Party, but 
conservative and religious 
Israelis remain highly 
mistrustful of Palestinian 
self-rule agreements, 
according to a poll released 
Wednesday. 

The poll, carried out a day 
after Likud leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu defeated Labor 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
in May 29 elections, showed 
that 66 per cent of Israelis 
support the peace process, 
up from 63 per cent the 
previous month. 

The survey, carried out by 
the Tel Aviv University 
centre for peace sludies. said 
76 per cent of Likud voters 
backed conlinuation of the 
peace process, compared to 
95 per cent among Labour 
supporters. Bui among the 
20 per cent of the Israeli 
electorate who backed 
orthodox and ultra- orthodox 
parties in the election, only 
56 per cent endorsed the 
peace process. 

When asked specifically if 
they approved of the 1993 
and 1995 accords which 


architect Shimon Peres was 
narrowly defeated by his 
right-wing challenger Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu in Israeli 
polls. 

Twenty ■ members of the 
Arab League, with the not- 
able exception of Iraq, have 
been invited and have con- 
firmed their attendance at the 
summit — a rare event in the 
recent history of an Arab 
World still deeply divided by 
the fraqi invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 

A senior Jordanian official, 
who asked to remain anony- 
mous. said that Jordan couid 
play a key role in easing Arab 
fears over Mr. Netanyahu's 
election “because of its pri- 


.negotiations is ups and 
downs. I am convinced that 
within a few days there is 
going to be a solution to 
almost eveiy demand of ev- 
en- coalition partner and we 
will be able to establish our 
new government." Mr. 
Hanegbi said. 

Mr. Netanyahu.- 46. won 
election promising to get 
tough with militants and fors- 
wearing the land-for-peace 
negotiating policy of his 
Labour Party predecessors. 
Mr. Peres and assassinated 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said he 
would only meet Mr. Arafat 
if it was vital for Israel's 
security. 

On Tuesday. Mr. Milo met 
with Faisal Husseini. a mem- 
ber of Mr. Arafat's cabinet in 
charge of Jerusalem affairs, 
in the firs; high-level contacts 
between the two sides since 
the May 29 elections. 

Mr. Milo said the meeting 
was intended to assure the 
Palestinians that a Netanyahu 
government would keep open 
channels of communication. 

“I think we need to talk to 
the Palestinians." said Mr. 
Milo. “In a political reality 
where you have to run a 
country you do things you 
didn't think you would have 
done beforehand.*' 

Mr. Husseini also said, 
there was a need to meet, “to 


granted limited autonomy io 
P alestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, only 2 1 
per cent of Likud supporters 
and 17 per cent of religious 
voters said yes. 

The level of support for 
Oslo among supporters of 
Labour and the left-wing 
Meretz party was 79 per cent. 

Concerning an eventual 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Golan Heights in 
exchange for peace with 
Syria. 62 per cent of Israelis 
opposed a pullout and only 
18 per cent said they would 
favour such a move. 

In the runup to the 
election. Mr. Netanyahu 
moderated his previous 
opposition to the peace 
process, campaigning on a 
platform which promised to 
pursue peace negotiations 
with Palestinians and 
neighboring Arab states 
while giving top priority to 
ensuring Israel s security. 

The platform nolahly ruled 
out territorial concessions to 
Syria on the Golan Heights 
nr the creation of an 
independent Palestinian 
stoic. 

When asked what they 
believed would happen to the 
peace process under a Likud 


vileged relations with Israel." 

King Hussein, who is 
already in the United States, 
has urged a fresh start to the 
Arab-Israeli talks suspended 
since February at the launch 
of a wave of militant bomb- 
ings in Israel. 

“The peace process needs 
to be resumed, with in- 
creased energy." the King 
said during a speech at New 
York University. “I hereby 
reiterate the commitment of 
Jordan to cooperate with all 
parties and spare no effort.” 

The King added Tuesday 
in Washington that he was 
optimistic about the peace 
process. “Our impression is 
that progress can be made 


get to know one another.” 

Mr. Milo said Mr. Husseini 
had initiated the meeting. 
The two did not bring up the 
future of Jerusalem, one of 
the most burning issues on 
the Israeli-Palestinian agen- 
da. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said he 
would refuse to even discuss 
Jerusalem, even though prior 
agreements say the future of 
the city will be on the agenda 
in talks on a final peace 
accord. 

Mr. Netanyahu warned 
Palestinian officials and fore- 
ign diplomats that his govern- 
ment will not tolerate Palesti- 
nian political activities in 
East Jerusalem. 

Responding to a meeting 
Tuesday night between 
Palestinian officials and fore- 
ign envoys at the Orient 
House, the unofficial PLO 
office in East Jerusalem. Mr. 
Netanyahu's office said such 
activities “run contrary to the 
(peace) agreements" be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nians. 

“The policy of the Netany- 
ahu government concerning 
the Orient House and 
attempts by the Palestinian 
authority to carry out activi- 
ties (there)... will be different 
than that of the current gov- 
ernment." Mr. Netanyahu's 
spokesman said in a state- 

( Continued on page 7) 


government, only 5.S per 
cent of Israelis fell ihe 
process would halt, compared 
io 14 per cent in April. 

Thirty-two per cent of 
respondents said (he peace 
process would be pui on hold 
ai least temporarily while the 
new government reevaluated 
its position and 48 per cent 
said the process would 
proceed hut with Mr. 
Netanyahu demanding more 
from the Palestinians in 
terms of unti-”ierrorisi" 
actions. 

In the elections, religious 
parties won an unprecedented 
23 seals in the 120-memhcr 
knesset. or parliament, 
compared to 32 for Likud. 34 
for Labour and nine for 
Merctz. 

In a parallel election for 
prime minister. Mr. 
Netanyahu ousted peace 
architect Peres by a one per 
cent margin. Mr. Netanyahu 
is still engaged this week in 
negotiations on forming a 
coalition government with 
the religious parties and a 
secular movement of 
Russian-speaking 
immigrants which won seven 
scats. He has until July 20 to 
present his government to 
the Knesset. 


and will be made.” he said. 

“I feel there is no reason 
for pessimism.” since the 
Peres defeat, the King said. 

The issue in the Israeli 
elections “was not one of 
peace and of the opponents 
of peace. I believe that the 
overwhelming majority of 
Israelis have opted for peace 
and realised that it is our only 
way.'* he said. 

“I believe that the issue of 
the election was the person of 
the leader, the prime minis- 
ter. In that regard, the 
Israelis made their choice and 
we have to respect that within 
the democratic framework.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Peres to 
announce 
plans after 
Netanyahu 
takes over 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, defeated in Israel's re- 
cent elections, said Wednes- 
day he would not reveal his 
plans for the future until (he 
next government has been 
formed. 

“I will make no statements 
about my plans before the 
new government is formed." 
Mr. Peres said when asked 
about reports he planned to 
retire as Labour Puny leader 
following his election defeat. 

“Given my current respon- 
sibilities as prime minister. I 
don't want to deal with party 
issues until the new- govern- 
ment is formed. 1 hope next 
week." said the 72-vear-old 
Labour veteran. 

The remarks raised the 
possibility that Mr. Peres, 
leader of the Labour Party, 
was still considering joining a 
government led by Benyamin 
Netanyahu and the right- 
wing Likud Parly. 

Mr. Netanyahu said during 
the campaign he would offer 
Labour to join a Likud-led 
coalition, but has not repe- 
ated the offer since winning 
the May 29 election. 

Mr. Peres' top policy advis- 
er. Yossi Beilin, said earlier 
this month that Labour 
should not rule out joining a 
Netanyahu government if this 
would assure a continuation 
of Mideast peacemaking. Mr. 
Peres himself has not spoken 
out on the issue. 

Israel Radio reported 
Wednesday that Mr. Peres 
would hold on to the party 
leadership for the next few 
months. Party laws stipulate 
that in the event the party 
loses in the elections, a new 
leader must be chosen within 
14 months. 

Two contenders for lead- 
ership. outgoing Foreign 
Minister Ehud Barak and In- 


BELFAST l APj — Face- 
saving and recrimination 

reigned Wednesday after 
George Mitchell, the former 
U.S. senator, was installed 
over Protestant objections lo 
oversee Northern Ireland’s 
peace Lalks. 

Mr. Mitchell, nominated 
by the British and Irish 
governments to lead the 
politicians' search for, 
compromise, was approved 
just after midnight following 
15 hours of back-room 
haggling with the largest 
Protestant party, the Ulster 
Unionists. 

But the Rev. Ian Paisley, 
leader of the hardline 
Democratic Unionists. 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
King Hussein and outgoing 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres were named on 
Tuesday as joint winners of 
the 1996 Philadelphia Liberty 
Medal for forging a peace 
treaty that normalised rela- 
tions between their two coun- 
tries. 

The S 100 .000 award, now 
in its eighth year, is given 
annually by a private, non- 
profit. non-political organisa- 
tion with corporate funding 
in recognition for contribu- 
tions to the principles of 
American democracy. 

“King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Peres have plated 
extraordinary roles, over 
many years, in pursuing peace 
and liberty in the Middle 
East." Martin Meyerson. 
chairman of the medal's 
selection commission and re- 
tired University of Pennsyl- 
vania president, said in the 
award announcement. 

“The 1994 accord between 
Jordan and Israel is remark- 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Rolf Ekeus. the U.N. 
official in charge of Iraqi 
disarmament, said on 
Wednesday there was "high 
probability Baghdad was hid- 
ing weapons materials at sites 
barred to his inspectors. 

"There is a high probabil- 
ity Iraq is hiding items which 
we are convinced still exist in 
the country." he told repor- 
ters after briefing Security 
Council members on Iraq's 
refusal to allow his experts 
into two military sites on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Mr. Ekeus. head of the 
U.N. Special Commission on 
Iraq (UNSCOM). said that 
his 30-member team, led by 
Russian ballistic missiles ex- 
perts Nikita Smidovich. said 
the inspectors had been bar- 


denounced Mr. Mitchell, as a 

’"dictator” to his face and 
stormed out. vowing not to 
return to the Stormont 
negotiating venue ejst of 
Bellast. 

Mr. Mitchell wasted little 
time in taking charge. At I 
j.m. he instructed ihe seven 
party leaders still there to 
pledge themselves to his six- 
point renunciation of 
\ iolence — the key 
recommendation of Mr. 
Mitchell’s January report 
into promoting peace lalks 
here. His principles also 
require a commitment to the 
total disarmament of all 
paramilitary organi cations. 


able because it goes beyond 
the cessation of "belligerency 
and focuses on the normalisa- 
tion of relations. It is both a 
model for the Middle East 
and a stimulus for the 
world.” Mr. Meyerson said. 

Mr. Peres will attend the 
award ceremony on U.S. In- 
dependence day. July 4. 
organisers said. King Hussein 


red from Revolutionary 
Guard sites twice, most re- 
cently on Wednesday, in de- 
fiance of the Security Coun- 
cil. 

Iraq, he said, had escalated 
its opposition in its refusal to 
allow any of the inspections, 
rather than delay them as in 
the past. "We have a new 
dimension by the outright re- 
fusal. it is no longer a ques- 
tion of delay." he said. 

The 15-member Security 
Council was meeting behind 
closed doors to consider how 
to react to the latest standoff 
with Iraq, as well as to Bagh- 
dad's proposal for the dis- 
patch of a council team com- 
prising diplomats or experts 
from the five permanent 
member countries — the Un- 
ited States. Russia. Britain. 


CAIRO t Agencies) 
Sudanese opposition leader 
Sjdcq AI Mjhdi said in an 
inters iew published on 
Wednesday that an 
opposition petition for the 
government^ resig nation 
w.is the last chance for a 
political settlement without 
bloodshed. 

Ten Sudanese politicians 
and trade unionists, 
including a former vice- 
president and representatives 
of the traditional parties, 
submitted the petition on 
Monday, saying the 
go' eminent should resign or 
face the consequences from 
the people. 

Interviewed in Khartoum 
h> ihe international Arabic- 


had not yet confirmed he 
would come, said Mary 
Gregg, executive director of 
the medal organisation. 

The Liberty Medal is pre- 
sented each year at Inde- 
pendence Hail, where the 
Declaration of Independence 
was adopted in 177o and 

(Continued on page 7) 


China and France — and the 
council's current president. 
Ambassador Nabil AI Arabs 
of Egypt. 

The inspectors, hunting for 
documents and materials re- 
lated to prohibited arms 
programmes, were barred 
from facilities belonging to 
the Republican Guard. The 
Security Council was con- 
sidering a resolution or state- 
ment deploring the Iraqi ac- 
tion and demanding immedi- 
ate. unfettered access to all 
sites they wish to inspect. 

Iraq accused U.N. arms 
experts of provoking the 
standoff and said it had bar- 
red them from two om of 
eight complexes for security 
reasons. 

i Continued «»u pane 7i 


language AI Ha>Ji. Mr. 
MahJi said: "The Sudanese 
inside the country have made 
several attempt' io solve 
t hei r profile m > peace lulty 

vv nhout bloodshed and (lie 
petition mi Monday was the 
latest of these.'' 

“This is the last attempt 
which is not slanted in 
blood." 

Mr. MahJi was ifo c 
democratically elected prime 
minKter ol Sudan w hen 
Lieutenant-General Oinar 
Hass an A I Bashir 

seized 

power in a military coup m 
l 1, R9. He lives under close 
surveillance in hi' home in 
Omdurnun. across the White 
Nile from Khartoum. 


Likud opens line for 
negotiation with PNA 


Israeli support for peace process 
is strong despite rightist victory 


(Continued on page 7) 


Mitchell row resolved 
in N.Ireland peace talks 


Mahdi: Last chance for 
bloodless deal in Sudan 



REGENT MEETS SAUDI MINISTER; His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, on Wednesay receives Saudi Trade Minister Osama Faqih for talks 
on Jordanian-Saudi cooperation. Mr. Faqih, who is here for detailed discussions 
on trade ties (see page 3) 

Ekeus suggests Iraq 
might be hiding arms 
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King Fahd marks 
14 years on throne 


DUBAI (R) — King Fahd 
marks 14 years on the Middle 
East’s richest throne on 
Thursday at a time of 
unprecedented speculation 
about the future of Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Saudi Television regularly 
shows the 75-year-dd 
monarch presiding over' the 
weekly cabinet meeting in his 
capacity as prime minister, or 
receiving princes and other 
dignitaries. 

On Saturday, he went to the 
airport at Jeddah, the coun- 
try’s second city on the Red 
Sea coast where the tempera- 
ture at this time of year 
exceeds 40 degrees Celsius 
(104 Fahrenheit), to greet the 
Sultan of Oman, Qaboos Ben 
Said. 

State television showed the 
king smiling and shaking 
hands with the sultan and 
Omani officials on the scorch- 
ing taxraac. 

On Monday he was shown 
at the evening cabinet in Jed- 
dah, which he is known to 
prefer to the capital, Riyadh. 

The footage of him gestur- 
ing and engaging his minis- 
ters in conversation belied 
Western media reports that he 
is fading after Ids stroke in 
November and is on the brink 
of abdication. 

Although he suffers from 
diabetes and leans on a stout 
walking stick to relieve dis- 
comfort from an arthritic 
knee. King Fahd invariably 
appears animated and in full 
command. His deep black 
moustache and goatee beard 
betray no hint of grey. 

U.S. Magazine Tune said 
last month the king was suf- 
fering from .dementia and 
might soon leave the counuy 
permanently, * delegating 
power to his half-brother and 
heir apparent. Crown Prince 
Abdullah. 

King Fahd • handed over 
the ^affairs of^aie-t^porarily 
to Abdullah#. jfe .beginnmg 
of the yea r but r eassumed 
command seven weds' laser' 

The Washington Post 
reported last montf* that he 
suffered bouts of confusion 
and.disonentation and, for all 
practical jxirposes; the man- 
tle of power had already 
passed to Prince Abdullah. 

The commander-in-chief of 
the U.S. Central Command, 
General Binford Pfeay, had 
earlier told Jane's Defence 
Weekly that the general feel- 
ing was that King Fahd 
would go off to Spain or 


somewhere in Europe for a 
while and Abdullah would 
takeover. 

The King has a palace in the 
resort of Maibella in southern 
Spain. The times of London 
on Saturday quoted sources 
close to the Spanish govern- 
ment in Madrid as saying 
King Fahd may shortly step 
down and retire to Marbella. 

Authorities in the conserva- 
tive Gulf kingdom have not 
co mme nted officially on the 
reports. 

“The mechanism for him to 
slip away indefinitely is in 
place and if he doesn’t do that 
something’s wrong.” said a 
Middle East analyst with 
close connections to the king- 
dom. 

“Something's wrong 
because he’s bong forced to 
stay in place, against what is 
good for him and good for the 
kingdom.” 

King Fahd acceded to the 
Saudi throne on June 13, 1982 
on die death of his half-broth- 
er King Khaled. 

Since then he has presided 
over the investment of billions 
of dollars in oil revenue in 
modernising the state. 

Saudi Arabia, as the world's 
largest oil producer and 
exporter has sufficient 
reserves to last more than a 
century and is the dominant 
member of die oil exporters 
club Organisation Of Petrole- 
um Exporting Countries’ 
(OPEC). 

At the OPEC 100th meet- 
ing in Vienna last week the 
thorny issue of Iraq's return to 
world oil markets for the first 
time since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait was bandied adroitly 
and ultimately on Saudi 
terms. 

Speculation about succes- 
sion in the tightly-controlled 
kingdom is watched keenly 
by world markets and (til 
_ .prices have reacted to repots 
on the state df the king’s 
health. 'Saudi Arabia’s vast 
’ oil wealth gives it unique 
political clout in world coun- 
cils ranging from the United 
. Nations to the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council, 
j where other Gulf Arabs defer 
to Riyadh as “big brother” 

The long is a firm supporter 
of Middle East peace talks 
and at Monday night’s cabinet 
called for intensified efforts 
to resume discussions 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours, die official Saudi 
press agency reported. 


Abu Shakra Introduces Roc cobarocca Jeans 
Genera/ Manager of Abu Shakra Agency Mr. Rami Abu 
Shakra launched the new Roccobarocco Jeans for men 
and women. 

For the first time Roccobarocco is interpreting its concept 
of youth” not only throughout the look created but also the 
mood, the feel as well the image. 

With this new creation, you can be and at the same time 
appear to be: Instinctive style combined with Fashion - 
Awareness. 

Mr. Abu Shakra continued by saying Jeans men and 
women are always relaxed and through seeming to belong 
to this society, sharing stereotype behaviour and attitude. 
They are in charge of input never subjected to i', they do 
not follow fashion - they create it. 

This the strength of ms new generations and this is die 
strength of Roccobarocco Jeans. 

This perfume will be available at Abu Shakra show - rooms 
cr.d some selected pharmacies and perfumeries. 


France 
urges Iran 
to move 
against 
terrorism 


DOHA (R) — France’s for- 
eign mini ster on Tuesday 
said Iran must respect the 
principle of non-interfer- 
ence in the affairs of other 
states and cooperate in tbe 
fight against international 
terrorism. 

“I sincerely believe that 
Iran must respect tbe prin- 
ciple of non-interference 
and contribute to peace and 
security of the area.” 
Herve de Chare it e told a 
news conference. 

He also urged Iran to 
“cooperate with tbe 
international community 
in its move against terror- 
ism.” 

Mr. De Charette's 
remarks came a week after 
Bahrain said it had foiled 
an Iranian-hacked plot to 
topple its government by 
force and install a funda- 
mentalist Islamic regime. 

Iran denied the accusa- 
tions and has said it wants 
improved relations with 
Gulf Arab states. 

The United States has 
accused Iran of sponsoring 
international terrorism and 
Gulf Arab states have urged 
Tehran to stop “interfer- 
ing” in the affairs of other 
countries. 

Iran, a regional power, 
has dismissed the charges. 

Mr. De Charette arrived 
in Qatar on Monday on a 
three-day Gulf tour which 
he said would cover ques- 
tions of security. Middle 
East peace, measures 
against terrorism and 
increased economic and 
military cooperation with 
Gulf Arab states. 

Paris is also seeking 
lucrative defence contracts 
in the oil-rich but militari- 
ly vulnerable region. 

France is a major suppli- 
er of fighter planes to tbe 
Qatar’s airforce. Next year, 
France’s Dassault aviation 
is expected to replace the 
country’s ageing Mirage 
fighters with 22 updated 
models of Mirage ‘2000-5s, 
diplomats said. 

France also wants to sell 
battle tanks to Qatar's 
army. 

Mr. De Charette said 
France was seeking greater 
cooperation with Qatar in 
the fields of oil and gas, 
industry-and the military. 


British Week offers business, cultural experience * 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A commercial 
and cultural extravaganza 
highlighting opportunities 
of doing business with 
Britain as well as the lighter 
side of British culture is in 
the offing in Amman next 
week, the British ambas- 
sador to Jordan announced 
Wednesday. 

The so-called British 
Week in Amman is being 
held to mark 50 years of the 
“modem relationship 
between the United King- 
dom and Jordan,” said 
Ambassador Peter HLnch- 
cliffe, recalling that tbe first 
British ambassador to Jor- 
dan took office on June 22, 
1946 when he presented his 
credentials to King Abdul- 
lah, the late founder of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. 

Tbe British Week is being 
held under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on whose 
behalf Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sumaya will inau- 
gurate the event on Friday. 

Ambassador Hinchcliffe 
said the British Week — 
June 14-21 — will have 
two aspects — the commer- 


cial dime nsion which will 
feature an exhibition of 
products and catalogues of 
117 British companies, all 
of them seeking agency and 
representation arrange- 
ments in Jordan. 

The participating compa- 
nies will represent the “four 
components” of the United 
Kingdom — England, Scot- 
land, Northern Ireland and 
Wales — and include man- 
ufacturers of clothing and 
knitwear, giftware and pot- 
tery, perfumes and toi- 
letries, food and drinks, fur- 
niture, fabrics, toys, 
antiques, stationery and 
sports equipment 

“It is an important oppor- 
tunity for Jordanians wish- 
ing to do business with the 
United Kingdom” to estab- 
lish contacts with British 
companies, said the ambas- 
sador. 

■ The commercial exhibi- 
tion will open on June 16 
and will remain in place 
through June 19 at the Forte 
Grand Hotel, the venue for 
all the events scheduled in 
the British Week. 

Britain is among the top 
six or seven exporters to 
Jordan, with an annual sales 
of products worth JD 131 
million in 1995. Jordan’s 



Peter Hinchcliffe 


exports to the United King- 
dom were worth JD 23 mil- 
lion in the same year, said 
tbe ambassador. 

The second dimension of 
the British Week — “the 
first of its kind to be held in 
tbe Arab World” — said 
Mr Hinchcliffe, is British 
culture, with a particular 
emphasis on the “lighter 
side" — comedies, music, 
magic shows and an exhibi- 
tion of the original works of 
the Orient! al painter David 
Roberts. The exhibition 
will be opened by Princess 
Wijdan. 


Among tbe events fea- 
tured are “the best of West 
Musicals" the British Air- 
ways Theatre’s play. “Bed- 
side Manners,” the “Mop- 
Top Beatles in concert,” a 
magic show by Alan Shax- 
on, the “Hiss and Boo The- 
atre” — where the audience 
because part of the show 
the Caspian String Quar- 
ters, One Man Band and 
Close-up Magic, and Noel 
Coward Cabaret 

“Bedside Manners" stars 
John Inman, who is very 
famili ar to Jordanian televi- 
sion viewers for his role in 
the comedy series “Are You 

Being Served." 

Capping the week is 
an exhibition of a replica 
“crown jewels” collection. 
The original collection, 
owned by the British royal 
famil y, is at the Tower of 
London. An original 
“Beefeater" on loan to the 
British Week in Jordan. 

The Carl Simmon duo 
and Gary Williams will per- 
form at the Forte Grand 
Hotel during the entire 
duration of the British 
Week. 

Ambassador Hinchcliffe 
said the British Week in 
Amman was the first of its 
kind in the Arab World in 


that it was the first 'time 
commercial and cultural t 
dimensions of Britain were 
being brought together. 

He described it as “the 
most appropriate way to 
celebrate the modem rela- 
tionship” between Jordan 
and the U.K. 

Jordan is holding a simi- 
lar event in London, with 
most of the emphasis on tbe 
commercial side of the rela- 
tionship. highlighting the 
Kingdom’s potential for 
exports as part of a bilateral 
programme of cooperation. 

The British Week in 
Amman is organised by the 
British Department of 
Trade and Industry, the 
Commercial Section of the 
British embassy in Amman, 
the British Council. British 
Airways and the Forte 
Grand Hotel in Amman. 

Sponsors include the 
ANZ Grindlays Bank. Tbe 
British Bank of the Middle '<%' 
East, Royal Doulton, John- 1 ' - 
nie Walker, ICl Dulux 
Paints. Rover Cars. Lan- 
drover. Fasha, Najla 
International, Yadley Cos- 
metics. Twinnings Tea and 
British Education Abroad. - 


Group demands resignation of U.S. 
official in Libyan money laundering 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
group representing relatives 
of victims in the Pan Am 
103 bombing called Tuesday 
for the resignation of a top 
treasury official whose 
office compromised a crimi- 
nal investigation into 
Libyan money laundering. 

The group called Justice 
for Pan Am 103 charged that 
the actions of Office of For- 
eign Assets Control (OFAC) 
Director R. Richard New- 
comb in the 1994 criminal 
case fit a pattern in tbe Chi- 
ton a dminis tration of ” talk- 
ing tough” about Libya but' 
^doing nothing.” 

"This information about 
Newcomb’s activities has 
apparently been around for 
a long time now, aod up to 
now the administration has 
chosen to do nothing. This 
inaction must end now,” 
group spokeswoman Susan 
Cohen said. 

Mrs. Cohen’s 20-year-old 
son Theodore, a Syracuse 
University student, died in 
the 1988 bombing over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, that 
killed all 259 people on the 
plane and 11 on the ground. 

The Clinton administration 


did not have any immediate 
comment 

The group was reacting to 
an Associated Press story 
detailing how die probe into 
Libyan moneylaundering 
was compromised by dis- 
closures -of sensitive infor- 
mation from Mr. New- 
comb's agency. OFAC’s 
actions angered the other 
participating law enforce- 
ment agencies, die docu- 
ments obtained by AP show. 

The lead Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) agent 
mid a recent treasury inquiry 
into the botched 1994 case 
that she was "professionally 
and personally appalled^ 1 by 
uncoordinated disclosures of 
information from Mr. New- 
comb’s agency. 

Tbe chief of the Justice 
Department’s money laun- 
dering section told tbe same 
internal inquiry that OFAC 
"had no business” disclos- 
ing the sensitive informa- 
tion. 

Documents show even Mr. 
Newcomb’s own criminal 
investigators were caught 
off guard by his actions, arid 
objected to them. 

Shortly after President Bill 


Clinton pledged to crack 
down (m Libya, tbe U.S. 
government began an inves- 
tigation into allegations that 
visa cheques from Libya 
were being laundered 
through a New York bank in 
violation of tbe Libyan eco- 
nomic embargo. 

Key to the investigation, 
according to the documents, 
was a confidential infor- 
mant in the London banking 
community. Tlie United 
States also obtained the 
assistance of the British 
secret intelligence service. 

The breaches occurred 
shortly after Mr. Newcomb, 
whose treasury office is 
charged with enforcing trade 
embargoes, demanded to see 
information from tbe confi- 
dential informant so be 
could brief foreign banking 
officials, the documents 
show. OFAC agents 
strongly objected to disclos- 
ing the case file’s contents 
"because the specific infor- 
mation would in and of itself 
identify” tbe informant, 
according to a memo sum- 
marising the agents’ recent 
interviews with congression- 
al investigators. 


10 Turkish policemen face 
trial on charges of torture 


ISTANBUL (R) — A Turk- 
ish court charged 10 police- 
men on Tuesday for the tor- 
ture of a group of mostly 
teen aged students in the 
southern town of Manisa, a 
member of parliament fol- 
lowing the case said in a 
statement. 

“Desprite the pressures by 
the authorities and their 
schemes and attempts to to 
cover up, the torturers have 
been identified — Manisa 
criminal court has begun 
proceedings against 10 tor- 
turers, with demands for 70 
years in jail for each," Sabri 
Ergul, Social-Democrat 
deputy, said In a written 
statement 

Tbe trial will begin on June 
24, Ml Ergul said. 

But Ml Ergul, who has 
closely tracked the case since 
die first claims of torture 
earlier this year, was scepti- 
cal that those feeing trial 
bore full responsibility. 

“The police chiefs, who are 
the head torturers, are hiding 
while they throw those under 
their command into tire fire ” 
he said. “But this is proof 
that torturers can be tried.. .In 
spite of everything.” 

The indictment says doc- 


tors’ reports, the statements 
of the victims and sworn 
statements by witnesses 
pointed to “illegal acts and 
the use of force” by the 
policemen against 16 
detainees in their efforts to 
extract confessions. The 
14 victims — males and 
females aged between 14 
and the early 20s — have 
said they were stripped 
naked anally raped with 
batons, given electric shocks, 
hosed with pressurised water 
and beaten. 

Jheir lawyer Belin Erda 
said some had to be 
taken to hospital with inter- 
nm.bleeding and psychology 
caTprohlems. 

The publicity surrounding 
the case led to a rare admis- 
sion from the outgoing jus- 
tice minister in February that 
some members of the secu- 
rity forces were guilty of tor- 
ture. 

Turkey has long been 
under fire by its Western 
allies, as well as human 
rights activists and lawyers, 
for the alleged police torture 
of detainees. 

The 16 have been on trial 
since March 12 for alleged 
far-left activities. 
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Comprehensive Dental Care 
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UTHSC.San Antonio ,TX. 


Amman - 7th Circle Trading Center 
Call For Your ApptToday 
818325 - 07823125 


Saudi Arabia wants Internet to promote Islam 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia is eager to join the 
Internet to boost business and 
promote Islam but it is still 
debating how to prevent 
pornography and political 
opposition manifestos from 
flooding into tbe kingdom. 

“Imagine in the African 
jungle, in Europe, America, 
and even in Alaska people 
could leam a lot of things 
about Islam, Arab history and 
the Saudi economy," said 
Ihsan Abu Haliqa, a universi- 
ty professor in Saudi Arabia. 

“A journalist in the United 


States, if be wants to write an 
article about our country, will 
have direct access to our 
sources and will no longer 
have to depend on biased 
sources,” he aided 

Tbe Saudi monarchy often 
receives negative coverage 
from tbe foreign press and 
international human rights 
organisations because its 
Islamic law administers cor- 
poral and capital p unishmen t 
to convicted criminals. 

But if it hooks up to the 
Internet, Saudi Arabia will 
also open the door to the 


opposition in exile which 
could spread its ideas through 
the kingdom from computer 
sites worldwide accessible on 
the Work! Wide Web 
(WWW). 

“The negative aspects of 
the Internet are pornography 
and publications hostile to 
our country and beliefs,” said 
Abdul Jabbar A1 Abdul Jab- 
bar, manager of the advanced 
Arabian systems company. 

“But Internet is here and, 
considering the tremendous 
impact it has on the economy, 
Saudi Arabia simply cannot 


afford not to be part of it," 
added Mr. Abdul Jabbar, 
whose company is seeking to 
become the local Internet 
server. 

“We should take advantage 
of the instrument while at the 
same time limiting its nega- 
tive side as much as possible, 
because we can’t e limin ate it 
completely/Tt is possible for . 
the Internet server to block an 
unwanted site abroad bat if 
someone really wants to 
access it he can always do 
that via a third site,” he 
added. 


fi 


P 


iP 1 


If 




V 


ft 


0^ 




Hi*' 

1^' 

S'* 




i-:jJ 


J* 




(ll" 


Pt> 


M 


Jsrt* 1 - 

DlU n 

J-» h 

y: ;,L 


tllM" 

[bjlJ 

in? 

Qiih • 


Co 1 


p» 

).•> : 


iV-M 

KJ-‘ 

Caw’s 

w-vr.i 

0i‘:' 

yr- 

P&>-| 

•It 
ia h 
d£t 

*|> i'V.i 
-il . 

i. 


if - 


V..'i 

V.,-: 

::mv< 

awn ! 
H 

nw 

euT.ii. 

aichrh 

fcJ.1V 

fflwme 

Mia- 


m 

bra] 


* Jap 


*tn” 

Pts pet 


Royal 


K] 

td 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

7VI. 77MII-IV 


PROGRAMME TWO 

ISMS ... Double DrjpiircfOniMfil 

15:30 The New Three Suxtgcs 

15:55 NBA 

16:55 Pirates (documeiury) 

17:00 News Rash * 

17:02 

Children*' PHtgramme — Les Pol- 
liutxls 

17:30 

Varieties — Les Munde EsI A' 
Vnus 

18J0 

FWfi European Chumpuiiivhips; 
Bilibina vs. Rumania (First Half) 
News in French 

19:15 News in French 

19:30 Second Halt 

20:25 

Nippon — The Land and iis 
• People 

21:85 Varieties- 

22:10 Star Trek 

22:00 News in Enutish 

20:25 

Djih Sum man Japan Week 
32J5 ' 

Feature Film — "Vieior Victoria" 


Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
1027s-;. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. A245W. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
63744H 

De la Salle Church Tel. nh]757 
Terrasanela Church Tel: h223ti6 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 

M354I. 

Anglican Church Tel. fo2X2h. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771531. 

.Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
7752b 1 . 

Si. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751 
■Amman International Church Tel. 
h5252fi. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel' 

S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: K45457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter -Da > Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Naearene Tel.h“569l. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
'Amman 
Tel 

English-speaking 

Latin CsthoBcs Parish Tel. 614 100 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Jordan Valley 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0*50 Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 Tel Aviv(RW) 


! / 37 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32 Aqaba 37. Humidity 
readings; Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 per cent. 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


Bulktm suppMcd by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


U3.-50 

Fuji 

n5-2< 

(Sunnv,-; Doha 

12J5 

Uhuhr 

16:16 

Avr 

19:46 

Maghreb 

21:21 

'Isha 


Temperatures are expected to 
dr«ip during the weekend becoming 
an iund average with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. 1" 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


CHURCHES 


St. Marx of Nazareth Church 
Sweifich. TcL SI U7-MI 


Min., ‘Max. temp 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 


IS?3H 

22 ' 37 

lb ! 34 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 7329211 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiub 75XX4X 

Dr. Walid Al Masri 6754*5 

Dr. Ahmad Mana.T 109756 

Ftras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdmvs pharmacy 77K336 

Al Ascma pharmacy *07055 

Nairuukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 6367311 

Yacuuh pharmacy 644945 

ShmcKani pharmacy 63766(1 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy W7632 

tftfilD: . 

Dr. Mown Abu Bakir 276K52 

Al Quds pharmacy 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. NaHI Safarrini W1322 

Kbalifeh pharmacy W54I7 

EMERGENCIES 

p....i r. 6X7111 


Civil Defence Department 66J ) 1 i 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 636341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 191621 111.637777 

Fire Brigade 6171IU 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police X434U2 

Traffic Police H9639U 

Public Sccuriiy Department *011321 

Hotel Complaints AUSHUU 

Price Complaints 661 17b 

Water and Sewerage 

Complain is K974A7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X7111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance] 121 

Ovcncas Calls U|U230 

’ Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623 1 HI 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661 IDI 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774) 1 i 

Water Authority hXDitU 

Jnrdun Electricity Authority 

' X156I5 

Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Flight Informaiian .... IH-532UU 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport IJH-532UI 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre X13XI.V32 
Khulidi Maternity. J, Amn 

6442X1/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn, 

642441'2 

Jabal Amm;m Maternity ... 6J23h2 
Mulhas. J. Amman b3h)4U 


Palestine. Shmctxini 6M7M7f 

Shmcisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital X45X45 

■ Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/V 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhaj'rccn ... 777IUJ/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarka K9I6I1/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 6CE24(V50 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Spcdul Surgery X65I99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. I lospitul «N)W3323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

ItNNUUrifiO 

(hn Sina llotpiml (CNjewi732 

Al Htkma MixJctn Hospital .. UNpntwij 

IRBID: 

PrinASs Basina Hihpial (102755$ 

Greek Catholic I lospiial (02 1272275 

Ihfi Al NjIms 1 iihjntal <02)2471111 

\Q\Bfc 

Primo* Mata HnspnaJ . ... (itj|3l4|)l 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77u«- jRfiirmalHtn b supplied by 
Roy.il Jordanian (RJi iniormaiiiin 
lATWrTmenr at f he Queen Alai In- 
ternational Airpt>rt Tel. (lK).\'2fltl. 

nltere rt '■bould a/u-.ns fv 
lied I nit 'mutton on other fligb/s 
e.in be supplied i>n phone }nS) 
.■>.*' Jr# ■ • 


Aqaba ifnim Murka Airport) 

(RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (from QA1A) (RW) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (R J) 
Rights 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Sanaa (RJ) 

**9° Muscat (RJ) 

09:55 

Al Ain. Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

te:®® Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

,nj 0 NVw Delhi (RJ) 

M:00 Dubai (add) (RJ) 

11:00 Co!i»mbi»(RJ) 

London (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ ) 

10:00 Bungkok. Calcutta | RJj 

19i30 . ... Casahlanca. Athens (RJ) 
20:00.... Ahu Dhabi. Al* Ain (RJ) 

“* :4 ° Rome(RJ) 

2iU0 Moscow (RJ) 

00:45 Lamaca (RJ) 


Beirut (RJ) 

H.28 ... Amsterdam. Deiriin(Rj) 
j Al>u Dhah «. Al Am ( R ) 

Amsterdam. Montreal. Toronto 

• 1. ■ e (RJJ 

" a Athens. Rome ( RJ ) 

12 JO ... Amsterdam. Chicago ( RJ ) 

Paris (RJ) 

2i!«o London (RJ) 

71 jo -I" B i* ra ' n . Doha f RJ) 

V.;; Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
°2-30 Rutilu Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


Dtp. Amman .. SiKla.m. even Mondn 

Arr. Damascus 5-iJllp.m. every Monday 

Dep Damascus 7;30 a m. every Sunday 


\it. Amman .... 5 00 p.m. every Sunday 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Other Rights 


06J0... 
. <H:45 .. 
13:40 .. 
<4:00 .. 
14:40 .. 
20J5 .. 
20:55.. 
21:10 .. 
23:20 .. 
23HU.. 
0(h25 . 
03:1)0 . 
03:35 .. 


Muscat (add) (GF) 

.... Abu Dhahi (add) (GF) 
.. Ahu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

— Riyadh (SV) 

Shariqah(AH) 

Cairo (MS) 

ran*. Damascus ( AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

I'tanbuMTK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

London (KJ) 

Rome (AZ) 

Amalia (TKj 


04ri»... 
96:00 ., 
87:45 .. 
08:45 .. 
I4ri» .. 

14- J0 
15:30 .. 

15- JO. 
21:25. 
23-J3. 
04:80. 
00:40. 


Athens (OA) 

Istanbul (TK) 

Beirut. Ltmdvm (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

Riyadh (SV) 

■ Abu Dhabi. AI‘Ain.(GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Algiers (AH | 

r- Cairo (MS) 

Damascus. Pans (AF i 

RomciAZ) 

Amalia (TK) 

Royal Wings (RW) Rights 

it):iM) 


market prices 

Upper inner pnee in fib per kg, 

Apricot miltUl 

Apple 7a»5W 

Banana nOOfW 1 

Banana (Mukammar) 521X531 

Banana (imported) 7«V¥0° 

Cabbage 70/50 

c “rrtq IftVlffl 

Caulifhiwcr IfWI.V 

Cueumber (large) HHlflO 

Cucumber (small) 160/11** 

EgspUint 

Garlic MXMA> 

Lx'mim 6.W450 

Marrow (large) JSfV M* 1 

Marrow small 1 240/ 

Mulukhiah ..t 160/11° 

Onion (dry) 12ff«! 

Ohra ....' 120(^71111' 

Orange 37H/3K* 

Peach 66ftM5° 

Pepper (hot) 3X<U2lW 

PeiYerlswvvil 44IV3W' 

Potato 260(1**' 

Stnng Bean !"!!.!!! l w 

Tiiniato L2»7I1 

Watermelon 100/ W 
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Wence Regent stresses need to offer 

special training for Badia Forces 
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AMMAN (Pena) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said during a visit to the 
Badia and Border Police 
headquarters in Amman 
Wednesday that Badia 
police officers ought to be 
accorded specialised train- 
ing relevant to the tribal tra- 
ditions in tbe Kingdom so 
that they would be in a bet- 
ter position to handle prob- 
lems in the Badia regioa 
Speaking at a meeting 
with the force's commander 
Brigadier Thaher A1 Fawaz 
and tbe Director General of 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Lieutenant 
General Nasouh Muhied- 
din, the Regent praised the 
role of the Badia troops in 
carrying out not only secu- 
rity tasks but also in con- 
ducting social and humani- 
tarian services in tbe Badia 
.and border regions of the 


rJui., 

U 

V fyl. 

winning, Tea* 
Jucj Abroac' 


l -ur, 
FuhllJ. 
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He stressed the impor- 
tance of appropriate and 
specialised training for the 
Badia police officers to 
upgrade their skills in deal- 
ing with issues connected 
with and emanating from 


the Badia regions and their 
traditional bedouin resi- 
dents. 

Su gge sting that the Badia 
and Border Police Force 
coordinate its programmes 
with the A1 al Bayt Univer- 
sity, the Regent said that the 
university can conduct and 
compile Wide-ran gin g 
research on bedouin tradi- 
tions, social systems and 
means of developing the 
tribes' economic and social 
standards and ensuring 
their security . 

He said that the Badia 
police troops have a duty to 
keep close to the local 
tribes and their settlements 
in order to leam about, and 
try to solve their problems 
directly and provide any 
required help to settle- 
ments in remote regions of 
the country to attain a bal- 
ance between the bedouin 
and urban societies of Jor- 
dan . 

Referring to the animal 
feed problem which the 
bedouins often complain 
from. Prince Hassan urged 
the tribes to utilise tbe 
desert and arid regions of 
Jordan by growing animal 


fodder and called on the 
concerned authorities to 
help tribes reclaim the land 
He also voiced his support 
for the Badia police force’s 
efforts to modernise equip- 
ment and facilities at the 
border posts so as to guar- 
antee security in border 
areas. 

Lt. Gen. Muhieddin said 
that the PSD has embarked 
on new plans to upgrade 
the police work in various 
regions including the Badia 
and border areas. 

Brig. Fawaz presented a 
briefing cm the work of the 
Badia and Border Police 
Force since their establish- 
ment in 1939 undo - the late 
King Abdullah Ben Al Hus- 
sein. 

He said apart from the 
routine police work the 
force plays a leading social 
and humanitarian role in 
providing services to the 
tribes of Jordan and is cur- 
rently giving due attention 
to appropriate training for 
the Badia police officers to 
improve their efficiency 
and standards and enable 
them to offer better perfor- 
mance in the field. 


tien fact Court of Cassation ratifies death sentence 
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By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation Wednesday rati- 
fied a ruling by the Amman 
Criminal Court to execute a 
39-year-old man for the 
murder of his secretary in 
Syria on Oct 23, 1994, 
judicial sources said. 

• The source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the five- 
judge panel which 
reviewed the case, unani- 
mously ratified the criminal 
court’s ruling. 

Mustafa A. H_, a mer- 
chant, was sentenced to 
death on Feb. 27, 1996,. 
after he was found guilty W- 
the premeditated murder of 
his 22-year-6l& secretly ' 
Maysoun Tawfiq in Syria. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, Ms. Tawfiq was 
reported missing by her 
family after she failed to 
return home or to report to 
woik. 

The victim’s brother 
received a tip that his sister 
might be in Syria, and when 
he travelled there, he was 
informed by tbe Syrian 
| ^police that his sister was 


found murdered in a desert- 
ed area outside the capital, 
the prosecution said. 

Under preliminary ques- 
tioning, the convict denied 
any knowledge of Ms. Taw- 
fiq 1 ’s whereabouts. 

But investigations discov- 
ered that Jordanian border 
police records showed both 
the defendant and tbe vic- 
tim travelled to Syria on the 
same day. 

The prosecution said 
when faced with the evi- 
dence, the convict admitted 
to having an affair with Ms. 
Tawfiq and that she was 
pregnant. 

The prosecution charged 
tfiat Mustafa lured' Ms. 
Tawfiq to Damascus on the 
pretence of marrying her, 
but with the intent to kill 
her 

The case will be referred 
to the chief attorney gener- 
al, then tbe minister of jus- 
tice, the prime minister and 
finally tbe King for 
endorsement of the verdict, 
the source added. 

Meanwhile, the criminal 
court set June 22 to start 
retrying 12 people, five of 
them sentenced to death 


last year, after their case 
was returned by the Court 
of Cassation for retrial 
because of lack of evi- 
dence, the judicial source 
said. 

After reviewing the case 
for nine months, the higher 
court in March ruled "that 
the criminal court based its 
sentencing on confessions 
of the defendants and 
neglected to study any evi- 
dence. 

On June 20, 1995 the 
criminal court handed five 
death sentences on five of 
the 12 known as “the 
■ Udwan Mills", for. -their- 
alleged involvement in five • 
murders and armed roiv 
beries in 1989, T 990 ' and 1 
1991. 

Nine of the 12 defen- 
dants, including two 
women, were found guilty 
by the criminal court of 
committing a total of 230 
crimes, including five mur- 
ders, theft, attempted mur- 
der, possession of automat- 
ic weapons, kidnapping and 
fraud. The remaining three 
were acquitted by the same 
court. 
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Seminar urges Arab leaders to place 
Jerusalem on top of priorities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants in the annual 
seminar on Jerusalem on Monday welcomed the 
convening of an Arab summit in Cairo later this 
month and urged Arab leaders to reunite their 
stands to be able to counter challenges facing the 
Arab Nation. 

At the conclusion of the two-day seminar, 
organised by the General Islamic Congress for 
Jerusalem in cooperation with tbe Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIQ at the King 
Abdullah Mosque in Amman , the participants 
called on the Arab leaders who will attend the 
summit to place the Holy City of Jerusalem at 
the top of their priorities and help regain Pales- 
tinian rights in the city. 

Furthermore, the participants who represent 


Jordan and other Arab and Muslim countries, 
called for supporting the Palestinians in their 
final status negotiations with Israel to help them 
establish their independent state on their nation- 
al soil, with Jerusalem as its capital. 

In the final communique issued at tbe conclu- 
sion of tbe seminar, the participating scholars 
and intellectuals also asked the 01C to convene a 
summit of leaders of Muslim countries to discuss 
the question of Jerusalem in a comprehensive 
manner. 

In addition, they suggested convening an inter- 
national Islamic popular conference to famil- 
iarise the international public opinion with the 
Jerusalem question and Arab and Islamic rights 
in the city and stressed the importance of estab- 


lishing a data bank on Jerusalem to help provide 
all those concerned with information on the city. 

Tbe participants underlined the need for Arab 
solidarity and called for providing the needed 
financial support for the Arab residents of 
Jerusalem in the face of the Israeli properties law 
which charges high taxes on Palestinian real 
estate owners and to help them renovate Islamic 
holy sites in the city. 

Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi opened the sem- 
inar on Tuesday on behalf of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent 

At the opening ceremony, Mr. Lawzi delivered 
an address in which he highlighted the 
Hashemite family’s endeavours to save the Holy 
City and protect its holy shrines. 


Jordan, Saudi Arabia open trade talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian-Saudi Joint 
Committee opened a two- 
day meeting in Amman 
Wednesday to promote eco- 
nomic ties and increase the 
volume of trade between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 
The two sides are expected 
to wind up the talks Thurs- 
day with the signing of 
trade agreements. 

At the stan of the talks, 
the Saudi Arabian Minister 
of Trade Usama Faqih told 
his Jordanian counterpart 
Ali Abul Ragheb that Saudi 
Arabia was looking for- 
ward to increasing eco- 
nomic relations and the 
exemption of national prod- 
ucts sold in either country 
from customs duty and the 
removal of other nude bar- 
riers . 

Jordanian-Saudi coopera- 
tion in this respect stems 
from a 1962 economic 
agreement which is being 
updated to cater to the pre- 
sent day requirements, said 
Mr. Faqih. 

“Last year, the volume of 
trade between Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia reached $675 
million, but the two coon- 
tries are looking with opti- 
mism _ ‘.towards further 

increases: in the volume of 


trade, said Mr. Faqih 

“Geographical proximity 
between the two countries, 
tbe land, sea and air trans- 
port facilities available to 
them and the removal of 
trade barriers are bound to 
help them expand their 
cooperation further” added 
the Saudi minister . 

Mr. Abul Ragheb was 
quoted by Jordan Televi- 
sion as saying: “Tbe meet- 
ings mark the start of a new 
era in relations between the 
two countries which are 
expected to witness free 
flow of capital and goods 
and further facilities for 
movement of businessmen 
and merchants both ways 

He said the exemption of 
goods from customs duly 
and other fees is also bound 
to help boost trade rela- 
tions. 

“Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
are moving gradually 
towards economic integra- 
tion and are coordinating 
their efforts to achieve that 
goal first because they are 
keen on promoting inter- 
Arab trade and second 
because the two countries 
are currently taking steps to 
organise their economic 
activities at the internation- 
al level, joining the World 



Saudi Arabian Minister of Trade Usama Faqih speaks with Jordan counterpart, Ali 
Abul Ragheb in the presence of committee member (Petra photo) 

Trade Organisation and 
assuming partnership with 
the European Union," said 
the minister . 

The two sides created 


to prepare a memorandum 
of understanding for sign- 
ing Thursday at the end of 
the joint committee meet- 
ings . 


working groups to discuss 
transport, telecommunica- 
tions, culture, information, 
trade and technical cooper- 
ation and these immediate- 
ly embarked on their tasks 


Ministry of Industry and 
track sources said that the 
two sides were also focus- 
ing on the cooperation of 
business communities from 
both countries, facilitating 


their visits to either country 
and encouraging them to 
launch joint ventures. 

Jordanian and Saudi Ara- 
bia business people last 
month held separate meet- 
ings and agreed to create a 
joint Jordanian-Saudi com- 
pany with a $50 million 
capital as a nucleus for (heir 
future cooperation. 


JES urges more efforts to fight pollution 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 

Jordan Environment Soci- 
ety (JES) Wednesday urged 
the Environment Corpora- 
tion to work out and imple- 
ment a long- term system 
to fight pollution. 

JES President Ahmad 
Obeidat told a meeting 
organised to mark the 
World Environment Day 
(WED) that so far Jordan 
has not given the pollution 
of air sufficient priority, 
especially in congested 
areas where the air is pol- 
luted by car exhaust fumes, 
factories chimneys and 
other sources . 

He said there was need 
for preparing technical 
specifications to control 
the quality of air, a process 
which requires coordina- 
tion among the various 
concerned parties in tbe 
public and private sectors. 

The creation of an envi- 


ronment corporation 
recently was a step in the 
right direction and an 
essential step towards the 
implementation 

of tbe national 

strategy on tbe 
environment, 
said Mr. Obeidat 
“The JES calls 
for farther efforts 
to be made 
towards tbe pro- 
tection of water 
resources and the 
recycling of 

treated water for 

agricultural pur- 
poses," said Mr. 

Obeidat, who added that 
the society urges the con- 
cerned authorities in Jor- 
dan to find waste dumps 
especially for tbe danger- 
ous radio active and chem- 
ical waste materials away 
from residential areas so 
that they would not be a 


source of pollution. 

Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Raz- 


tion of the environment 
reflects the Kingdom’s 
commitment to dealing 
with the dangerous ele- 
ments of pollu- 
non, ensuring 

So far Jordan has not given the SnS“ti 0 ”of 
pollution of air sufficient prior- 
ity, especially in congested 
areas where the air is polluted ^ gen ^ onraenc 
by car exhaust fiunes, etc . 

Director General 

Saleh Share said 
that his office 
supervises the dumping of 
solid and other waste mate- 
rials in various parts of the 
country and monitors the 
process of dumping waste. 
The corporation has 


zak Tubeishat outlined Jor- 
dan's efforts over the past 
years to protect tbe envi- 
ronment with the help of 
specialised world agencies 
including the United 
Nations Environment Pro- 
grammed UNEP). 

He said that the recently 
adopted law on the protec- 


recently focused on ensur- 
ing a safe atmosphere for 
Jordan through monitoring 
the quality of air, especial- 
ly in the main cities and 
industrial estates mainly 
Amman, Aqaba, Fuheis, 
Ruseifeh and Al 
Hashemieh where pollu- 
tion was found to be nigh. 

Furthermore, the corpo- 
ration continues to give 
due attention to and give 
advice against the use of 
materials that tend to 
deplete the ozone layer in 
cooperation with con- 
cerned world organisa- 
tions. 

The world environment 
day was marked in more 
than 100 countries around 
the world to focus global 
attention on environmental 
action and awareness. 


Khleifat pushes to amend CDD law 
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' AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Interior Awad 
Khleifat Wednesday criti- 
cised the present Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) law saying that, in 
its present form, it does not 
help the Kingdom’s civil 
defence authorities to cater 
to the requirements of 
industrial and economic 
growth in Jordan. 

Speaking at a meeting by 
the Higher Civil Defence 
Council (HCDC) attended 
by Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Raz- 
zak Tubeishat, Dr. Khleifat 
said that tbe law, which has 
been in force since 1959, 
should be amended in a 
manner that would enable 
the CDD to cater to the 
needs of industry and eco- 
nomic development. 

-> Dr. khleifat, who is also 
HCDC chairman, said the 
country is in need of 
updated amendments that 
would dose gaps which 
appeared during the practi- 
cal application of tbe law 
over the past years. 

He said also that the most 


of the powers included in 
the present law fall under 
the jurisdiction of the 
HCDC which does not 
have a general secretarial 
to follow up on the imple- 
mentation of its decisions. 
In addition, he said, this 
law restricts the CDD’s 
movements when its ser- 
vices are urgently required 

He also demanded that a 
general secretariat be cre- 
ated for tbe council to 
record and follow up deci- 
sions and plans and coordi- 
nate the council’s work 
with its sub-branches in the 
various govemoraies and 
with the ministries and var- 
ious departments as well as 
prepare a new emergency 
budget which would be at 
the disposal of the coun- 
cil’s, chairman in time of 
need. 

Dr. Khleifat urged the 
various government and 
private institutions to 
cooperate closely with the 
CDD and the school chil- 
dren, youth dubs and char- 
itable organisations to get 
training in rivil defence 
work and first aid to help 


the civil defence authori- 
ties with their work. 

He said that the council 
plans to bold another meet- 
ing in August in order to 


review a draft law which 
the Ministry of Interior is 
currently preparing to 
replace the present law. 
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Save water! 
Every drop counts... 
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Under the patronage of HRH Prince Rae'd Bln Zeld 
rhe Delegation of the European Commission presents the 
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Dispute over 


1 killed, 100 hurt in 
Bangladesh election 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladeshis voted in 
large numbers in the country’s second par- 
liamentary election in four months Wed- 
nesday, but the polling was marred by scat- 
tered violence that killed one person and 
injured nearly 100. 

Voting closed at 4 p.m (1000 GM*0 and 
counting of ballots began immediately. 
Final results bom the 300 constituencies 
were expected by Friday. 

Witnesses and poll officials said turnout 
was heavy and they expected at least 70 per 
cent of the more than 56 million registered 
voters to have cast ballots. 

Despite the violence, a senior police offi- 
cer described the incidents as “fewer than 
feared*' and said voting in most of the coun- 
try was largely peaceful and disciplined. 

A smooth election followed by a result 
that is accepted by the main contenders for 
power would be an encouraging boost for 
democracy in a nation that has spent much 
of its 25 years of independence under mili- 
tary rule. 

“We are not apprehensive of violence dur- 
ing voting but we are afraid of violence 
when the losing party would refuse to 
accept the results," said a government offi- 
cial. 

Among the first to vote in the capital 
Dhaka was Golam Azam, leader of the 
right-wing Jamaat-E-Islami party, who cast 
his ballot in a Bangladeshi election for the 
first time. 

“I am delighted to be able to exercise my 
citizen’s right for the first time in indepen- 
dent Bangladesh.” he told reporters. 

Mr. Azam opposed Bangladesh’s 1971 
independence from Pakistan and lived 
abroad until 1987 when he returned and 
regained his citizenship after a long court 
battle. 

Wednesday’s election was called after a 
vole in February was boycotted by opposi- 
tion parties led by the Awami League of 
Sheikh Hasina. 

Political analysts expect the race between 
the BNP and the Awami League to be close. 

A third group, the Jatiya (National) Party, 
led by jailed former President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad, is likely to hold the 


balance in the event of a hung parliament 

Foreign election observers monitoring the 
elections in Bangladesh Wednesday said 
tbeir preliminary impressions about the 
polling process were positive. 

“We saw no evidence of any kind of mal- 
practice on the basis of our own observa- 
tions here in the city,” said Cayetana De 
Zulueta, an Italian MP and head of the 29- 
member European Union Election Com- 
mission. 

“We had a good impression in the 20 
polling stations that we visited,” Zulueta 
told AFR “There was no tension and (there 
was) a hi°h tum-out as far as we could tell." 

A senior government source said 
re polling would be held where voting had 
been stopped because of unruliness or vote 
rigging. 

“My experience was positive,” said 
Colleen Beaumier, a Canadian member of 
parliament, wbo visited six polling centres 
outside Dhaka. “It seemed to be absolutely 
free and fair in those areas.” 

“The presence of international observers 
prevented any problems from occuring. 1 
believe our presence (in Bangladesh) may 
have diverted anticipated problems," Ms. 
Beaumier added. 

Niaz Naik, a former Pakistani foreign sec- 
retary and member of the 40- member non- 
government South Asian group said: 
“Everything went peacefully in the Gazipur 
areas I visited. 

“There were no complaints from any side. 
The elections seemed to be free, fair and 
festive ” Mr. Naik said. 

About 160 foreign observers monitored 
the elections here, joined by about 100 
Dhaka-based diplomats and 3,000 local 
observers. 

All observer groups are expected to make 
formal statements Thursday. Many of them 
will travel overnight to the capital from far- 
flung areas. 

A European diplomat, who visited four 
polling centres here, said the polling was 
“very organised and we witnessed no prob- 
lems.” 

Many observers said they were impressed 
by the large number of women voters. 


Shopping centre explosion in 
Brazil kills 39, injures 380 


SAO PAULO (AFP),— At 
least 39 peopfe tiled and' 380 
were injured when a ceiling 
•tjpllapsed afteran explosion 
in a shopping centre in the 
Sao Paulo area, fire officials 
said. 

The blast, which occurred 
around 1:00 p.m. (1600 
GMT) Tuesday in Osasco, a 
suburb of the capital, was 
apparently caused by a gas 
leak, said Sao Paulo Fire 
Department official Jair 
Pacca De Lima. 

The tragedy happened in 
the shopping centre's food 
court, where bars and res- 
taurants are located. 

He said rescue crews 
aided by bright lights pro- 
vided by the army would 
continue the grim task of 
searching through the rub- 
ble for bodies during the 
night, but that there was no 
realistic chance of finding 
more survivors. 

“Finding someone alive at 
this point would be a mira- 
cle," Mr. Pacca De Lima 
told reporters, adding that 
rescue crews would be wor- 
king around the clock for 
the next 48 hours. 

Another fire official said 
that as of late Tuesday fire 
fighters, police, military 
personnel and volunteers 
had scoured about 60 per 
cent of the accident site. 

Two people were arrested 
on charges of looting, po- 
lice said. 

Most of the 39 fatalities 
occurred during the explo- 
sion and subsequent cave- 
in. but 14 people died at 
Osasco Regional Hospital, 
where some 100 seriously 
injured people were taken. 

A further three people 
died at the central first aid 
facility, where another 250 
victims were being treated, 
Civil Defence officials said. 


Soldiers search through debris after an explosion tore 
through a shopping mall crowded with lunchtime shop- 
pers Tuesday (Reuter photo) 


Around 380 people were 
injured in the blast and 
cave-in. 

So far. 18 bodies taken to 
the city morgue have been 
identified by relatives, and a 
list of all the dead and 
injured was distributed late 
Tuesday by city officials. 

The mayor’s office has 
called for a day of mourning 
for those killed in the acci- 
dent. 

Most of the victims were 
young people who were at 
the shopping centre looking 


for gifts for Valentine's Day, 
which in Brazil falls on 
Wednesday. June 12, health 
officials said. 

At the time of the blast 
there were around 2.000 
j>eop!e inside .the 200-srore 
shopping centre. Most of 
the shoppers were having 
lunch in the food court, 
police said. 

A preliminary investiga- 
tion by experts has deter- 
mined that a gas leak was 
the likely cause of the dev- 
astating explosion. 


Chinese vessels intercept Greenpeace 


ABOARD THE MV GREENPEACE (R) 
— Chinese officials boarded the environ- 
mentalist motor vessel Greenpeace Wed- 
nesday after intercepting the ship and its 
anti-nuclear activists and ordering it to 
leave Chinese waters. 

The officials appeared friendly and shook 
hands with some of the 32 passengers and 
crew from 16 nations aboard the Green- 
peace, which had just dropped anchor at 
Chang Jiang Kou — or Mouth of the Yang- 
tze River — about 55 miles from Shanghai. 

The officials, some with camouflage-type 
uniforms and others in white, boarded the 
Greenpeace from four boats that had earlier 
identified themselves as harbour pilot ves- 
sels. 


No force was used and no weapons were 
visible. 

The officials met Greenpeace Captain Ulf 
Brigander and Greenpeace spokesman 
Xavier Pastor, along with two translators, 
but the outcome of their discussions was 
not immediately dear. 

China has previously made it clear the 
Greenpeace voyage, part of a campaign 
aimed at persuading China to halt nuclear 
weapons tests, is unwelcome and said the 
vessel was barred from entering Shanghai. 

“Please stop this illegal act and leave our 
waters. This is a violation of international 
law” a radio message from one of the 
Chinese vessels said earlier as the 
Greenpeace was intercepted. 


Dole appears to rule out 
Powell as running mate 


Bangladeshi voters stand in a winding queue to cast their votes at a polling station in Dhaka Wednesday (Reuter 
photo) 

Clinton 
unhurt 
after plane 
hits heavy 
turbulence 

ON BOARD AIR FORCE 
ONE (R) — Pre-sident Bill 
Clinton’s plane hit severe 
turbulence over Texas 
Tuesday, sending people 
flying out of their seats, 
smashing dishes and splat- 
tering food on the walls. 

Mr. Clinton, who was sit- 
ting in an armchair and 
reading in his office on 
board Air Force One, was 
not hurt during the inci- 
dent, which occurred near 
Lubbock, Texas, said 
White ‘-House- J spokesman 
Mike McCorry/*- ■■■•• • J 

Only one person was 
injured on the flight from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
to Charleston, South Caro- 
lina — a Secret Service 
agent who cm his hand 
slightly. 

Dressed in denim jeans 
and a long-sleeved T-shirt, 

Mr. Clinton walked 
through the plane shortly 
after the turbulence, which 
was caused by flying near 
electrical storms .in the 
area, to check on the 46 
passengers and 26 crew 
members on board. 

“It was certainly a char- 
acter builder, wasn’t it?” 

Mr. Clinton said to re- 
porters on the plane. “I was 
holding on, I was bolding 
on," be added, laughing. 

The turbulence lifted 
people at the back of the 
plane up to three feet (one 
metre) out of their seats 
and sent dishes smashing 
against the walls of the 
plane, a specially equipped 
Boeing 747. 

The Secret Service agents 
appeared to suffer most 
from the turbulence, which 
sent food flying through 
their cabin and onto their 
clothes. 

Mr. Ginton was seated in 
an armchair without his 
seatbelt buckled when the 
first jolt hit, Mr. McCarty 
said. He quickly belted 
himself in before the sec- 
ond jolt, which was strong 
enough to throw one per- 
son at the back of the plane 
out of his seat and into the 
ceiling. 

“(Clinton) was safely in 
his seat and he was reading 
at the time. He didn’t get 
thrown out,” Mr. McCurry 
said, adding that the presi- 
dent had not yet been 
served anything to eat or 
drink. 

Many people on the plane 
were shaken up by the tur- 
bulence, which is unusual 
on Air Force One, but Mr. 

McCuny, who was with 
the president when it 
occurred, appeared unruf- 
fled. 

“I was sitting in there 
with my drink and man- 
aged to catch it when it 
came back down,” the 
spokesman said. “The last 
time I saw that was in a 
Bugs Bunny cartoon.” 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presumptive Re- 
publican presidential candidate Bob Dole 
all but ruled out retired Gen. Colin Powell 
as his running mate Tuesday in November’s 
U.S. Presidential election, but said the for- 
mer head of the military Joint Chiefs of 
Staff could play a foreign policy role in a 
Dole administration. 

“1 think General Powell meant it when be 
said he is not interested in elective office in 
1996,” Sen. Dole said in an interview taped 
for the ABC programme. Nightline. 

Gen. Powell has repeatedly said he would 
not run this year but some Republicans had 
thought it might be an offer he could not 
refuse if Sen. Dole asked him to be his vice 
presidential candidate. 

“I think Colin Powell, if I’m any judge, 
meant what he said at his press conference 
this year. He took a look at the presidency, 
be thought about it, he pondered, be studied 
and he decided no way. no elective office in 
1996* Sen. Dole said: . ' 2 - 7 

Asked if he would -like 'to see Genl’ Po wefl 
in his administration; -Sen. Dole- replied 
“well yes. The answers yes. I certainly 
would and I'm very proud that he’s a 
Republican.” 

Sen. Dole, who quit his Senate post 
Tuesday to focus on the campaign for the 
November election, agreed that Gen. 
Powell's foreign policy and military experi- 
ence would qualify him for the job of sec- 
retary of state or defence. 

“I mean, worlds of experience, that would 
bring instant credibility to any administra- 
tion,” Sen. Dole told ABC. 

Meanwhile, influential Republican right- 
wingers vowed Tuesday to fight Sen. 
Dole’s conciliatory new gesture toward 
abortion-rights advocates and said his move 
could provoke a bruising battle at the 
Republican convention. 

The prospective Republican presidential 
nominee sparked a furor Monday by saying 
he wants a “declaration of tolerance” for 
those who support abortion rights added to 
a longstanding statement opposing abortion 
in the party’s campaign platform. 

“I think I make that decision. It’s not 
negotiable ... and it is going to be in the 
plank. It’s probably going to be in the abor- 
tion plank ” Sen. Dole said in an interview 
with CNN. 

“It seems to me you want to make it clear 
to the people out there that we are tolerant 
This is a moral issue. It is not like all the 
other things in the platform and it ought to 
be right up there where people can see it" 
he said.- 

This stand, which seemed to catch even 
Sen. Sole’s supporters and advisers by sur- 
prise, went well beyond his previous call 
for tolerance on the issue in the interest of 
party unity. 

Most hardline anti-abortion Republican 
leaders bad grudgingly accepted that stand 


since it was general in nature. 

But the new comment clearly upset that 
delicate balance. 

Pat Buchanan, an uncompromising abor- 
tion foe who finished second to Sen. Dole 
in the primaries, indicated he will oppose 
him on this at the Aug. 12-15 convention 
that will formally award Sen. Dole the 
Republican presidential nomination. 

Mr. Buchanan, like other Republican con- 
servatives. had supported Sen. Dole's origi- 
nal “declaration of tolerance” so long as it 
went only into the general preamble of the 
platform and thus applied to all issues, not 
just abortion. 

“A declaration of tolerance for the idea 
that a woman has a right to choose whether 
to destroy her unborn child in the womb 
entails the negation, and destruction of. our 
party’s pro-life stand,” Mr. Buchanan said 
in a statement Tuesday. 

“Any such declaration of moral equiva- 
lence between pro-life and pro-abortion 
• will 'be resisted ai San Diego with all the 
. resources at our command,” he said. 

“A source close to Mr. Buchanan said “the 
abortion fallout from Dole may lead Pat 
Buchanan to go third-party,” meaning he 
might launch a divisive independent presi- 
dential campaign. 

As a measure of the potential conflict, 
Representative Henry Hyde — an Illinois 
Republican. Dole ally and chairman of the 
convention's platform committee — said he 
wants the tolerance position in the pream- 
ble, not as part of the anti-abortion plank as 
Sen. Dole had said. 

On Tuesday Sea. Dole said goodbye to 
the U.S. Senate with a lump in his throat 
Tuesday, ending a 35-year congressional 
career with fond reminiscences, flashes of 
wit and a struggle with his emotions. 

Sen. Dole resigned effective at 2 p.m. edt 
to devote foil time to his uphill presidential 
campaign against Bill Clinton, and he stood 
to speak for the last time as the longest- 
serving Republican leader — 1 1 years — in 
Senate history. 

Addressing a packed chamber after mem- 
bers of both parties had extolled his virtues 
and his record, his voice faltered as he 
called up memories. 

“The Bible tells us. ‘to every thing there’s 
a season’, and I think my season in the 
Senate is about to come to an end,” he said 
with difficulty on one of those occasions. 
“But the new season before me makes this 
moment far less the closing of one chapter 
than the opening of another." 

In Glendale, California, Mr. Clinton 
asked an audience of students to applaud 
Sen. Dole. 

‘7 would like to ask all of you, including 
those of you who are my supporters, to just 
take a moment and wish him well,” the 
president said. 


Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole and his wife fh, q k^k .. 
awr (R*ute?pholo) 0r She '* a Frahm Sen. Do>e as 


Cousteau nam^ 
is settled 




SAN FRANCISCO (Rj — . 
Famed French oceanogra- A 
pher Jacques Cousteau and , 
an organisation he founded 
said Tuesday they had set. 
tied a legal dispute with his 
son over the use of the 
Cousteau name on a .Fiji 
Islands resort. The 85-year- 
old explorer and the Coos- 
teau Society, a non-profit 
environmental group, sued 
Jean-Michel Cousteau and 
his business partner in Sep- 
tember 1995 claiming 
trademark infringement 
and unfair business prac- 
tices in their use of the 
Cousteau name to advertise 
the resort. As. part of the 
settlement, Jean-Michel 
Cousteau and business 
partners agreed to add 
Jean-Michel’s first name to 
the resort to avoid confu- 
sion. 

Dudley Moore 
sues to divorce 
4th wife 

LOS ANGELES (R) — ^ 
Actor and comedian Dud- 
ley Moore Tuesday filed 
for divorce from his fourth 
wife — the woman be 
allegedly abused a month 
before their wedding. 
British-bom Moore, -61, 
who has been married three 
times previously, cited “ir- 
reconcilable differences” 
for the breakup of his mar- 
riage to Nicole Rothschild, 

29 years his junior. The 
petition, filed in Los An- 
geles Superior Court, said 
the couple, who married oh 
April 16, 1994. had been 
separated since May 27 this 
year. Moore gained fame 
when he starred opposite 
Bo Derek in the 1979 com- 
edy 10 and was nominated 
for a best actor Oscar for 
his 1981 role as a boozy ^ 
millionaire in Arthur. 

Clinton is serious 
when it comes to 
playing golf 

>srilNGTON (R) ^- 

the proverbial rtiail 1 
itiSh, neither Yait¥ ho'rkridw 
rtSFdark of night stops 
President Bill Clinton from 
playing golf. He heads for 
the links every chance he 
gets and works hard to 
shave strokes off his score. 
When the sun shines, re- 
porters wonder if Mr. Gin- 
ton will grab his dubs and 
jump into the limo to find a 
nearby golf course — a 
journey he typically makes 
six times a month. But the ■ 
same urge has been known 
to strike when it is raining 1 1 
or snowing. Even darkness 
is only an inconvenience. 
Long after the sun has set, 

Mr. Clinton will work his 
way along fairways with 
the help of a strobe light . 

Fender to make 
upside-down Jimi 
Hendrix guitars 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Thirty years after left- 
handed Jimi Hendrix 
played his way to fame on 
an upside-down guitar, the 
Fender guitar company 
said it will make a replica 
bearing the late rock star’s 
name. Fender Musical Ins- 
truments and the Hendrix 
estate said special Jimi 
Hendrix guitar editions 
will be released this fell 
and next spring. Hendrix 
played a white electric 
fender stratocaster upside- 
down because he was left- 
handed. 

Major slams 
lottery money 
awards to gays 

London (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
Tuesday condemned the 
award of National Lottery 
money to charities helping 
bisexuals, gay police offi- 
cers and prostitutes. Spea- 
king in parliament, Mr. 
Major expressed concffti 
thut the boards distributing 
millions of pounds raised 
each week from Britain's 
hugely successful lottery 
“from time to lime make ' 
awards that are ill-founded r 
and ill-judged. A small 
number do not in my judg- 
ment reflect the way parlia- 
ment and the public expect- 
ed lottery money to be 
spent,” Mr. Major said at 
question time. 
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Two more 
! Burma 
democracy 
politicians 
quit party 

RANGOON (R) — Two 
more elected representa- 
tives of Aung San Sou 
Kyi's National League for 
Democracy (NLD) have 
resigned from the opposi- 
tion party, bringing the 
total of recent resignations 
to seven, Burmese official 
media said Wednesday. 

Sdn Mating and Han Tha 
Myint, both NLD members 
elected as, representatives 

in a 1990 general election, 
submitted their resigna- 
tions saying they no longer 
wanted a role in party poli- 
tics, stale-run newspapers 
said. 

The newspapers said the 
resignations were accepted 
NGEUS iRi ^ by the Multiparty Democ- 
nd Ci>nviii->n r ." " racy General Election 
Commission, which was in 
charge of the 3990 election 
that the- NLD won by a 
landslide. 

The ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), which took po- 
wer in 1988 after crushing 
pro-democracy demonstra- 
tions, called the election 
but never recognised the 
results and the NLD. 
which won 392 of 485 
seats in contention,' was 
never allowed to take 
power. 

The resignations come 
following weeks of ru- 
mours that many NLD 
members may step down. 

More than 250 NLD 
members! most of them 
elected representatives, 
were arrested in mid-May 
in a crackdown on democ- 
racy politicians ahead of a 
controversial party : con- 
gress- - 

The SLORC said it had 
not arrested the * NLD 
numbers, , but. only de- 
for qnestiSpi 

might Have* resulted figgi 
the. congress. . 

The government released 
the politicians after about 
10 (toys of detention. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said after- 
wards some of them had 
been forced to sign letters 
promising they would quit 
the party. 

But she told a crowd 
gathered outside her house 
soon after the May 26-29 
party congress the NLD 
would not bold the mem- 
bers to any resignations 
signed while they were in 
detention. 

Opposition sources said 
some NLD representatives 
had talked about stepping 
down because they did not 
agree with the tougher 
stance the party was tak- 
ing. 

After the party congress, 
Ms. Sou Kyi said the NLD 
would step up the momen- 
tum in its efforts far de- 
mocracy. Among * other 
projects, the party planned 
to write an alternative con- 
stitution to the one being 
drawn up by a SLORC- 
appointed convention. 

Since then, the SLORC 
has passed a new law pro- 
hibiting anyone or any 
organisation from writing 
an alternative constitution. 

Separately, the govern- 
ment continued its attack 
on Ms. Suu Kyi in state- 
run newspapers, urging her 
in a commentary to go 
back to England and leave 
the fight for democracy. 

“It is time Ma Suu came 
to understand the attitude 
and the real desire of the 
Myanmar (Burmese) pub- 
lic,” a commentary said, 
referring to Ms. Suu Kyi in 
a disrespectful manner. 

“If so she should aban- 
don the existing ways of 
her being under foreign 
influence to cause disinte- 
gration of the state and to 
return peacefully to her 
family in London.” 

“Ma Suu please go back. 
Democracy does not mean 
power.” 

Ms. Suu Kyi is married 
to British academic Mi- 
chael Aris, and they have 
two sons. Axis and the sons 
live in England, where Ms. 
Suu Kyi lived for several 
decades before returning to 
Burma in 1988 to care for 
her ailin g mother. 
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A Pakistani woman is transported to a local hospital in Hyderbad Jane 12. At least 

21 people were killed and 25 injured when a building collapsed in the southern 
Pakistani city of Hyderabad. Many victims were women and children who were 
sleeping inside when the building caved in (Reuter photo) 

22 die in Pakistan building collapse 


KARACHI (AFP) — At 
least 22 people were killed 
and 40 injured when a 
three-storey building col- 
lapsed as they slept in 
southern Pakistan's Hydera- 
bad city Wednesday, offi- 
cials and rescue workers 
said. 

Army engineers equipped 
with cranes joined a mas- 
sive rescue operation moun- 
ted by police, paramilitary 
troops and volunteers. 

Security forces condoned 
off the area while ambu- 
lances rushed casualties to 
hospitals where an emer- 
gency was declared, wit- 
nesses said. 

Shops and markets were 
closed in Hyderabad, 160 
kilometres north of here, 
following the tragedy, resi- 
dents said. 


The survivors were shift- 
ed to a nearby building, 
where wailing women beat 
their heads and chests in 
mourning, witnesses said. 

Officials said the 55-year- 
old building caved in 
around dawn with a big 
thud, creating panic in the 
area. 

Neighbours rushed to the 
spot as people trapped 
under tonnes of concrete 
screamed for help. 

Rescue workers said they 
had retrieved the bodies of 
12 children, five women 
and five men from the di- 
lapidated building occupied 
by around 80 people. 

Those affected were most- 
ly poor vendors or small 
contractors. 

Residents said 14 families 
lived in the building which 



Pakistani army officials and volunteers search through 
the sight of a building collapse in Hyderabad 
Wednesday, 150 kilometres from Karachi. At least 21 
people were killed and more than 25 injured (Renter 
photo) 


was divided into a number 
of small apartments. The 
occupants were all close rel- 
atives. 

Sind Chief Minister Syed 
Abdullah Shah who visited 
the site and met the injured 
in hospital, termed the inci- 
dent as ‘‘terrible and unfor- 
tunate.” 

He also announced cash 
compensation for the vic- 
tims. 

Around 40 of the injured 
were taken to hospitals and 
doctors said several were in 
a critical condition. A 
search for more bodies 
feared trapped under the 
debris was still on, they 
said. 

“All-out efforts are being 
made to rescue the people 
who are under the debris,” 
an official said. 

A witness told AFP by 
telephone that the scene 
looked as if the structure 
had been “bulldozed.” 

The mishap took place ai 
about 5:30 a.m (0030 
GMT), residents said. Most 
of the male members of the 
affect^, families wens ei- 
ther ^sepfog outside ‘ the 
building because of a power 
breakdown during the night, 
or had gone to the mosques 
for dawn prayers, residents 
said. 

“I thought it was an earth- 
quake and rushed towards 
my house soon after the 
prayers. A huge cloud of 
dust had covered the build- 
ing,” said Shamim Khan, an 
inmate of the ill-fated budd- 
ing. 

“But everything was lost 
My two uncles and their 
three children were all dead. 

, I recognised the children 
from their clothes,” Mr. 
Khan told AFP by telephone 
from the office of the pri- 
vate Edhi Trust Welfare 
Organisation which ar- 
ranged funerals for the vic- 
tims. 

Some residents said the 
overnight rainfall might 
have caused the mishap, but 
officials said the collapse 
was the result of deep exca- 
vation in an adjacent plot 
whose owner wanted to put 
up a building with a base- 
ment. 


17 SAS soldiers killed in 
Australia helicopter crash 


SYDNEY (AFP) — At least 17 elite 
soldiers and aircrew died and 1 1 were 
injured Wednesday when two heli- 
copters crashed and burned during an 
anti-terrorist training mission in 
Northern Australia, a Defence Depart- 
ment spokesman said. 

The two Blackhawk helicopters col- 
lided in darkness outside Townsville 
in Queensland. 

"There are 17 lulled and 1 1 wounded 
in hospital. But these figures can 
change,” defence force spokesman 
Brigadier Adrian D’Hage told AFP. 

The two Blackhawks collided while 
travelling at 60-90 knots, crashing 
about 50 metres to the ground, he said. 

Both burst into flames on impact, he 
said. 

The helicopters were reportedly car- 
rying a crew of four and 10 Special Air 
Service (SAS) regiment troops who 
were to practice roping, rappelling and 
recovery as pan of counter-terrorist 
training. 

They were engaged in an exercise 
focusing on recovering people from 
the tops of buildings which the troops 
carry out in the bush because of the 
noise it makes, he said. 

Brig. D’Hage declined to speculate 


on the cause of the accident at the 
remote High Range training area, west 
of Townsville, saying a foil inquiry 
would be carried out. 

Lieutenant Colonel .Andy Reynolds 
of the Defence Department said' it was 
believed to be Australia’s worst peace- 
time military training accident since 
82 men died in the collision of two 
naval ships in 1964. 

The crash was the second major 
accident involving Australia’s Black- 
hawk helicopters within four years. 
One was lost in an accident in' June 
1992. 

The Australian army acquired 39 
Blackhawks between February 19SS 
and January 1991. 

Although manufactured by Sikorsky 
in the U.S., most of those in* Australian 
army service were assembled at the 
Hawker Dehavilland plant in Sydney. 

Some of the Blackhawk fleet were 
reported to have been grounded await- 
ing essential spares with as few as half 
a dozen operation^ at some stages. 
The problem was expected to have 
been overcome by now. 

Similar problems were also experi- 
enced by U.S. defence users. 

The SAS is an elite unit. 


Modelled on the British SAS regi- 
ment, the Australian regiment was 
formed in 1957, and shares the British 
unit’s motto of “who dares wins.” 
along with their sand-coloured beret 
and winged dagger insignia. 

They form Australia’s last-resort 
counter-terrorism force and will play a 
role in security for the Sydney 2000 
Olympics Games. 

SAS troopers operating in patrols of 
six men and are trained, in free-fall 
parachuting, helicopter insertion and 
amphibious and submarine-based ope- 
rations. 

They have played a leading role in 
the resolution of almost every recent 
counter- terrorism exercise in Aus- 
tralia. 

SAS troops are known within the 
army as the “chicken stranglers" — 
for their ability to live off the land dur- 
ing weeks-long patrols behind enemy 
lines. 

There are around 500 SAS troops in 
three Sabre Squadrons based in Penh. 

Two other SAS soldiers are known 
to have died in accidents during 
counter-terrorist training with live 
ammunition since 1980. 



Rescue teams transfer the wounded to Townsville Hospital after two army Blackhawk helicopters collided killing 
17 soldiers during anti-terrorist manoeuvres Wednesday. Two 15. Sikorsky Black Hawk 'helicopters collided over, 
the bush about 70 kilometres northwest of the trophical city of Townsville, a major army bas^ 1 . on the north 

Queensland coast (Reuter photo) ■ 
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Thurmond, Warner among winners in 5 primaries 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
South Carolina’s Repub- 
licans cast a vote of con- 
fidence for 93-vear-old 
political legend Sen. 
Strom Thurmond and 
Virginia Republican Sen. 
John Warner easily de- 
feated a conservative 
challenger as voters in 
five states cast primary 
ballots Tuesday. 

Sen. Thurmond won 65 
per cent of the vote 
against Harold Worley, 
45, who had tried to con- 
vince voters the senator 
was too old for the job. 
Mr. Worley received 27 
per cent. 

Sen. Thurmond, whose 
primaty victory was expect- 
ed, will face in the fall a 
Democratic political new- 
comer less than half his age, 
millionaire businessman 
Elliot Close, 42. 

The most important of the 


Bomb in Spanish court building injures magistrate 


MADRID (AFP) — A lead- 
ing Spanish magistrate 
whose brief includes terror- 
ism had several fingers 
blown off in a parcel bomb 
blast Wednesday believed 
to be the work of Basque 
separatists. Interior Minis- 
try officials said. 

Police evacuated the 
offices and courtrooms of 
Spain’s highest criminal 


coun — “Audiencia Nacio- 
naT — after the blast in an 
office at 1 1 :30 a.m. (0930 
GMT) to search for other 
possible suspect devices but 
reopened the buildings 
some two hours later. 

The magistrate. Jose An- 
tonio Jimfenez Alfaro, lost 
several fingers on one hand 
and was injured in the face 
but his life was not in dan- 


ger, a spokesman at Mad- 
rid’s Gregorio Maranon 
Hospital said. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility and 
the Interior Ministry re- 
fused to pin the attack on 
any specific group. But 
ministry official who i 
fused to be identified said 
“Up until now, the only 
ones to have carried out this 


re- 



Spain’s best-known Judge Baltasar Garzod (with glasses) stands along with police- 
men and officials next to the ambulance carrying judge Jose Antonio Jimenez Alfaro 
after he was wounded when a letter bomb exploded at his courthouse in central 


men and ouicrats next to me amuiwuice bu i jruig josc nuuiniv nun u 

after he was wounded when a letter bomb exploded at his courthouse in central 
Madrid Wednesday (Reuter photo) 


type of attack are ETA.” 

The parcel had been ad- 
dressed to Judge Jimenez 
Alfaro personally, witness- 
es said, with explosives 
laced in a hollowed-out 
book. 

Judge Jimenez Alfaro, 
who was in charge of the 
court's penal section, han- 
dled important cases in- 
volving terrorism, drug traf- 
ficking, the so-called anti- 
terrorist liberation groups, 
which are anti-Basque 
death squads said to be 
linked to the previous So- 
cialist government. 

Witnesses said the bomb 
exploded in the judge’s 
fifth-floor office, which 
was partially destroyed. 
The courthouse is located in 
central Madrid. 

The bomb-package had to 
pass through security scree- 
ning before reaching Judge 
Jimenez Alfaro’s offices 
and an inquiry was opened 
immediately to ascertain 
how the parcel arrived. 

Pascual Scala, the presi- 
dent of the Supreme Coun, 
said the inquiry aimed “to 
check whether or not the 
scanners were working, or 
if there was some problem.” 


day’s primaries was 
Virginia’s Republican 
Senate race, a bruising bai- 
tle which was seen as a 
microcosm of the national 
battle for the soul of the 
Republican Party, pitting 
conservatives against the 
“country dub” establish- 
ment Republicans. 

With 99 per cent of the 
vote in. Sen. Warner had 66 
per cent to 34 per cent for 
former Reagan administra- 
tion Budget Director James 
Miller. 

Mr. Miller conceded the 
election to Sen. Warner with 
a veiled slap at the senator’s 
party loyalty. 

Sen. Warner won handily 
despite accusations of 
treachery from the party’s 
new conservative leaders 
that he helped defeat Oliver 


North, the gung-ho ex- 
Marine implicated in the 
Iran-contra scandal. 

Col. North was the 
Republican Senate candi- 
date in 1994 and the party 
squabble helped re-elect 
Democrat Charles Robb, a 
son-in-law of former 
President Lyndon Johnson. 

John Warner, a three-term 
senator with seniority on 
several key committees, 
will face Democrat Mark 
Warner, a millionaire 
telecommunications execu- 
tive, in the fall. The two 
Warners are not related. 
Mark Warner headed the 
stare Democratic Party. 

In Maine, the 1994 candi- 
date for governor. Susan 
Collins, won the 
Republican Senate nomina- 
tion against two rivals 


whose campaigns were 
noted for exchange of bitter 
accusations of sexual mis- 
conduct and sleazy cam- 
paigning. 

Former Governor Joe 
Brennan was projected to 
beat four opponents for the 
Democratic spot. 

In Arkansas, Democrats 
decided between Attorney 
General Winston Bryant 
and state Sen. Lu Hardin in 
a runoff for the right to con- 
test the Senate seat of retir- 
ing Democrat David Pryor. 
Republicans will choose 
their candidate later. 

North Dakota voters 
focused on a ballot issue on 
w'hether to allow video 
gambling machines in 1 .200 
restaurants and bars. 


i.. 

,'l 



13UYIDG fl 





YOU’LL 



tou may hold your ticket h 
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and you were not formed 


At the ORIENTALS, we 
recognize well your travel 
needs.. We make sure all 
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your best of satisfaction 
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Right action 

IN A RARE display of public outrage at the vio- 
lation of the country’s environment and ecosys- 
tem, the residents of Fuheis demonstrated this 
week protesting that the cement factory was 
polluting the air they breathe and the environ- 
ment in which they live. Public protest over 
non-political issues is indeed a rarity in the 
Middle East; the fact that the people of Fuheis 
decided to act against what they perceive as a 
threat to their health is a good sign even though 
the answer to the problem at hand is not so sim- 
'ple. 

As a matter of fact the cement factory has 
been taking some measures to alleviate the cri- 
sis caused by die location of a major industry in 
the middle of an urban region. Proper city zon- 
ing, a well-developed “science” in many coun- 
tries, was introduced in Jordan a longtime ago 
in order to ensure that urban districts are more 
manageable and liveable. In the case of Fuheis, 
the location of the cement plant was dictated by 
the availability of the principal natural 
resource for producing cement. When the plant 
was built in the 1960s east of the town, Fuheis 
was a tiny village. Since then it grew and spread 
alongside and around the plant. What could 
have been done is to install right from the 
beginning the necessary equipment to reduce 
the rise of dust and other pollutants to manage- 
able proportions. However, the problem is still 
there and whatever was done appears to be 
insufficient. 

His Majesty King Hussein raised the issue 
more than a year ago when be wondered if any- 
one had studied the effect of the huge amounts 
of dust that emanates from the chimneys of the 
huge cement plant The King said then that 
members of his own family had suffered ill- 
health from the pollution of the air in the area 
and called for an effective remedy. Now that the 
citizens of the affected town have decided to act 
by demonstrating peacefully against the contin- 
ued violation of tbeir basic health needs, per- 
haps the concerned authorities together with 
the management of the cement factory would 
introduce the right kind of equipment to the 
plant in a bid to rectify the problem once and 
for all. Meanwhile all new building of the hous- 
es should be transferred to areas which are less 
prone to receive pollutants from the factory. In 
any case, we naturally support the action taken 
by the people of Fuheis and wish that other 
cities and towns in the country would defend 
the environment whenever it is threatened. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE LATEST Hizbollah attack on Israeli troops in 
Southern Lebanon made a mockery of the so-called 
security zone along Israel’s northern borders and ren- 
dered ineffective all Israel’s military campaigns inside 
Lebanon, said Munes A1 Razzaz, a writer for A1 Ra’i 
daily, Wednesday. The attack, which resulted in the 
death of five Israeli soldiers and the injury of six others, 
has proved once again that Israel can by no means enjoy 
peace and security while at the same time maintaining 
its occupation of Arab territories, stressed the writer. 
Indeed, this latest attack, which occurred despite the 
Israeli-Hizbollah ceasefire agreement concluded in 
April, is a clear message to the Jewish state's premier- 
elect Benyamin Netanyahu that resistance attacks will 
continue as long as Israel occupies Lebanese territory, 
he added. The writer said that no matter who assumes 
power in Israel and regardless of the aggressive nature 
of the Israeli army, the armed struggle against Israeli 
forces are bound to continue; and if Netanyahu refuses 
to change his mind about escalating the campaigns 
against the resistance, his troops and the Israeli society 
as a whole will continue to be targeted by suicide 
attacks. He said that Israel can avoid this kind of war of 
attribution by simply withdrawing from all the occupied 
lands, in compliance with U. N. resolutions. 

WHILE EXPRESSING hope that the Arab leaders, in 
their coming summit meeting in Cairo, will arrive at a 
minimum level of coordination among themselves con- 
cerning the Arab-Israeli conflict, a writer for AI Ra’i 
daily said the heads of state have a very difficult task at 
hand. The Arab leaders are expected to keep the door 
open for contacts with the new Israeli government in 
response to a call by the U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher despite Israel’s adamant position concern- 
ing the Jerusalem question, the Jewish settlements and 
the withdrawal from Arab lands, he said However, 
agreement among the leaders vis-^-vis these chronic 
issues has no great chance of success because they still 
seem divided as a result of the Gulf war despite strenu- 
ous efforts, particularly on the part of Egypt, to contain 
these differences, according to the writer. Furthermore, 
it >i:is the emergence of Netanyahu as premier in the 
Jewish state and his declared policies concerning the 
Golan Heights that brought the Arab leaders togerher. 
rather than the issue of Jerusalem, he added. The writer 
said that the exclusion of Iraq from the summit means 
that the Arabs are far from agreement on internal issues, 
and therefore it would take a miracle to make them 
agree on external affairs as well as a mechanism to 
reach a final settlement with Israel on all tracks. 


The View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


The Great Arab Revolt and the great Arab dream 


THE ANNIVERSARY of the Great Arab Revolt (last 
Monday) is an occasion for both celebration and assess- 
ment. Celebration because many of the ideals envisioned 
upon and since the launching of the great uprising have 
either been realised or on the way to being realised; 
assessment because much still needs to be done before the 
whole dream comes true. 

Two points need to be stated from the outset The first is 
that — as obvious from much of die literature about the 
event (take for instance His Majesty King Hussein’s 
speech in New York a couple of days ago and the Crown 
prince Has son's article published in tbe local press last 
Monday) — the event was not simply thought of as a 
rebellion a gains t the injustices and oppressive measures of 
tbe then dictatorial Turks but as an attempt to restore to the 
Arabs (at least the eastern part of the Arab Nation) the 
many basic human rights which had been denied them and 
tbe central role they have been deprived of. 

Tbe aim, as the King's and Crown Prince's pieces make 
clear, is tbe launching of an all-encompassing Arab 
Renaissance in tbe spheres of politics, economics, social 
progress, human rights, religion and ideology. There was a 
sense that the Arab- Islamic Nation had fallen, and there 
was a need therefore to bring about a categorical change in 
tbe life of the nation as a whole. 

The second is that the Great Arab Revolt is not a histor- 
ical event which attempted against all odds to realise the 
dreams and ideals of the Arab peoples and which partly 
succeeded and partly failed, due to insurmountable global 
(and later inter-Arab) obstacles. Rather, it is a process 
which was launched on June 10, 1916. though it had 
become deeply entrenched in tbe Arab psyche decades (if 
not centuries) before . Seen as a process, the Arab Revolt is 
far from oven It is still with us, partly fn the form of the 
modem Jordan which is and partly in the form of the Jor- 
dan to be. 

In tbe form of modem Jordan, much has been achieved 
in both the letter and spirit of things. One can say a lot in 
this respect: about its moderate, middle-ground, reconcil- 
iatory, common-sensical, practical, reasonable and unpre- 
tentious conception and position vis-h-vis its own role, 
vis-k-vis links with tbe Arab brethren and vis-k-vis its rela- 
tion with other nations. 

It is indeed miraculous for a country which found itself 
amidst regional and global turbulence to have kept the 


spirit of moderation, tnkkfle-groundness, reconciliation, 
common-sense, etc. From the start, and up until now, Jor- 
dan has successfully (though not always easily) avoided 
and rejected extremism in all its forms when circum- 
stances from the beginning of the century have aimed at 
nothing but the encouragement of extremism. Such spirit 
of moderation is reflected in almost all aspects of the Jor- 
danian state: in politics, religion, economics, education, 
daily life, and so forth. In all of these, it is neither extreme- 
ly conservative nor extremely liberal. At this point in his- 
tory, this seems to be the best approach. 

Much can also be said about tbe country’s pluralism, 
democracy and spirit of freedom. The Jordanian society is 
i mme nsely diverse, ethnically, demo graphically, geo- 
graphically and religiously. Such diversity is immensely 
respected, protected, and catered to — especially since the 
introduction of democratic life in 1989. In its protection of 
diversity and pluralism, Jordan is almost a unique phe- 
nomenon in the region. Freedom, at almost all levels, has 
also been recently felt. Take freedom of expression, for 
example. In the media, writers and commentators (those 
who have something profound to say and those who do 
not, those who make constructive criticism and those who 
do not, etc.) have been debating issues which are next to 
impossible to debate in many of our neighbouring regions. 

The Jordanian society is also fairly open and open-mind- 
ed about new ideas. We feel this in private and (to a less- 
er extent) public education, in business, in social habits, in 
styles of life, in food, etc. 

Jordan is also keenly aware of its central role and ties 
with tbe rest of the Arab World and shows a great deal of 
respect to the wishes, needs, desires and aspirations of the 
Arab Nation. Before it takes a step of any sort, it ponders 
profoundly on its implications on relations with Arab 
states. It takes Arab solidarity and Arab integration seri- 
ously. It is significant that it did not wojk out an agreement 
with Israel until Egypt and the Palestinians had done so. 
Jordan could have done it first It is also significant that 
during the Gulf war, Jordan kept insisting on an Arab- 
Arab solution to the crisis. This is a spirit it inherited from 
the Grear Arab Revolt — notice that it is an “Arab” move- 
ment. 

All of this must be admitted, and Jordan ought to be 
encouraged to continue on the path begun in 1916. 

I say “to continue” but much needs to be done still. 


While there is, fortunately, very little to cover at the level 
of intention, ideal, theory and policy, there is ample room 
for improvement and development at the level of imple- 
mentation, application and realisation of the vto ouspro- 
feers which are meant to make Jordan an effective modem 
state and an example to others in the region. 

Much needs to be done at the level of mstituttonahsa- 
tion Many of our institutions are either too lenient and lax 
or too rigid and inflexible, depending on who is mchaige; 
the peison at the head of the institution is more powerful 
than die institution, The decisions taken at rorny of our 
institutions are not collectively made. Many of our estab- 
lishments (in the public and the private sectore) do poor r . 
fair and (at best) good work, but not very good or excel- 
lent Some of them, which are supposed to be doing cru- 
cial work, are merely symbolic. Why is it that we exert a 
great deal of effort and spend a great amount of money to 
establish an institution but do not bother much to subject 
the institution to rigorous, constant (at least periodic) eval- 
uation and assessment? 

Our sports teams, our civil servants, ■ our scholars, our 
teachers, our singers, our motorists, our farmers, our car- 
penters, our mechanics, oar administrators, our poets^our 
novelists are still either at the level of mediocre in perfor- 
mance or at the level of fair and good. Many of our streets 
are fell of holes, many of our water pipes and sewers still 
leak constantly, our drinking water is still not up to the 
standards, and our butter milk and water bottles are impos- 
sible to open. , . . . . _ , 

If Jordan, on the basis of the ideals of the Arab Revolt, 
is to be an example to others in the region (and I believe it 
should), if it is, in the words of John* Winthrop, to be a 
“city on a hill” for others to look up to and learn from, and 
if it is to t n ke part in and perhaps even bring about an Arab 
renais san ce (to an Arab World which is almost hopelessly 
fractionalised, fragmented and disoriented), it has to con- 
tinue unwaveringly on the path which it has embarked 
bravely on, toward fell pluralism, democracy, human 
rights and freedom of expression. But it also has to con- 
front the various obstacles and weaknesses courageously. 

Jordan is entitled and qualified, potentially and in actu- 
ality. to play a central role in the rise of the Arab Nation 
which has long fallen and slumbered. 


If Netanyahu sticks to his promises, war could be the result 


By William Pfaff 

PARIS — An astonish- 
ingly large part of the dis- 
cussion of Israel’s policy 
options, particularly in 
American circles, seems 
to assume that the new 
prime minister, Benyamin 
Netanyahu, can do as he 
pleases in security mat- 
ters. The Arab reaction is 
not a constraint. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s cam- 
paign promised peace 
plus security, with no 
concessions to the Arabs. 
He said that Israel would 
keep the Golan Heights; 
keep the existing colonies 
on the West Bank — 
including Hebron’s — or 
even expand them; reen- 
ter Gaza if that seemed 
useful, and also stop 
Hamas suicide bombings 
inside Israel and tbe 
shelling of Israeli villages 
by Islamic militants in 
southern Lebanon. 

His opponent, Shimon 
Peres, was merely 
promising peace, 

acknowledging that this 
would have to be paid for 
by territorial and political 
concessions to the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and Syria. 

Mr. Peres and his prede- 
cessor, Yitzhak Rabin, 
had already taken a dan- 
gerous line with respect to 
the PLO. They yielded 
Yasser Arafat enough — 
barely — to keep him a 
negotiating partner, but 
not enough really to satis- 
fy the Palestinians. 

The Israeli objective 
was an autonomous but 
essentially powerless 
Palestinian entity, 

wrapped in Israeli mili- 
tary power, incorporating 
protected Jewish 

colonies, economically 
dependent upon Israel — 
an Israeli cliem-state, or a 
client shared between 
Israel and Jordan. They 
were coming very close to 
getting this. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants 
more. Most discussion, at 
least in circles sympathet- 
ic to the Likud Party, 
takes for granted that he 
can get more. This is not 
true. He cannot do so 
without totally discredit- 
ing the PLO. which 
would be dangerous to 
Israel. 

If all PLO plausibility is 
destroyed. Palestinians in 
and around Israel will be 
driven toward that des- 
perate and nihilistic strug- 
gle wanted by those in the 
Arab World who from the 
beginning have con- 
demned the so-called 
peace process, insisted 


that Israel would never go 
through with it and 
demanded struggle to the 
death against Israel (and 
the United States). 

The austere and inde- 
pendent Hebrew-lan- 
guage daily Ha'aretz 
wrote last week that if 
Israel's new government 
does not felfill the 
promises of its predeces- 
sor to complete Israel's 
withdrawal from Hebron 
and release more political 
prisoners, or if Mr. 
Netanyahu does as he has 
said he would do and 
eliminates the PLO pres- 
ence in Jerusalem, the 
PLO will have no reason 
not to renounce its 
promises as well. Indeed, 
its political survival could 
depend on renouncing 
them, breaking off coop- 
eration with Israel. 

Why should Yasser 
Arafat’s police force con- 
tinue to cooperate with 
Israel in hunting down 
Hamas, as it has been 
doing? Ha’aretz notes 
that if Israel should reen- 
ter Gaza, to run down ter- 
rorists, its army would 
find that “there now are 
more than 20,000 armed 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza. That 
means there would be 
war." In that eventuality, 
tbe relative insecurity of 
the last weeks of tbe Peres 
government might look 
good to Israeli citizens. 

The sometimes over- 
looked aspect of this 
affair is that Mr. 
Netanyahu was not elect- 
ed by people who in their 
majority are hostile to 
“the peace process,” or to 
some peace process. 

The issue was security, 
not peace with the Arabs. 
People wanted the one 
without losing the other. 
They thought that by vot- 
ing against the “peace 
process” as conducted by 
Mr. Peres, they would 
have both security and 
peace. 

But a crucial underlying 
issue was social, even 
cultural in the American 
political sense, as the new 
prime minister and his 
American campaign 
advisers understood. 
There was a paradox in 
what happened. The 
American-influenced Mr. 
Netanyahu, and his Amer- 
ican minders, with hyper- 
Americanised campaign 
tactics and advertise- 
ments, mobilised that pan 
of the Israeli public that 
most hates and fears what 
may be called the "Amer- 
icanisation” of Israel. 


The coalition that defeat- 
ed Shimon Peres is 
described by the Israeli 
mass-marketdaily Yedioth 
Ahronoth as made up not 
only of religious voters 
and expansionists but 
those "who feel forgotten, 
cut off from modem 
Israel’s .society*" who .see 
the Labour Party- rand the- 
left as Israel’s "ruling class 
in politics, culture./ and 


economy — domains in 
which they feel excluded. 
They are not entirely 
wrong to do so.” 

When Yitzhak Rabin's 
widow said immediately 
after the election that she 
felt like packing her bags 
and leaving Israel, she was 
. unintentionally- confirming 
the existence ofithis cultur- < 
a 1 • breach . An>ilsraeTs., sod-x 
ety. 


However, the cultural 
war is mixed up with what 
has been a real war with 
the Arabs. Voting on one 
front inevitably had conse- 
quences, potentially grave 
ones, on the other front. 

Those Israeli voters who 
refused to trust Israel's 
security to Mr. Peres. , 
because he is a cosmopoli- 
tan and Europeanised : 
intellectual, a diplomatic 


realist, voted instead for 
the “security" promised by 
Mr. Netanyahu. But they 
did this without acknowl- 
edging that if Mr. 
Netanyahu acts as he has 
promised to act, he will 
inevitably bring them inse- 
curity, or even war. 


International Herald Tribune 


LETTERS 

Agreements to what? Behaviour mutations 


To the Editor 

AFTER READING Mr. Arafat's statement: “the inde- 
pendent state will be announced soon ... and Mr. 
Netanyahu promises to respect the agreements” I could 
not help but wonder what the Palestinian leader takes us 
for. 

I hope he does not think tbe Palestinian people did not 
see die contradiction in what he said. 

Of course Mr. Netanyahu will respect the agreements, 
but the fact Mr. Arafat conveniently ignored was that the 
agreements never guaranteed an independent state. Fur- 
thermore, it seems that Mr. Arafat did not comprehend 
Mr. Netanyahu’s refusal of the idea of an independent 
state in his debate with former Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. Statements like the above mentioned can only 
mean two things. Either Mr. Arafat never actually 
understood that when be signed tbe declaration of prin- 
ciples (DOP) he robbed the Palestinians of their inalien- 
able right to self-determination and independence or he 
thinks we are ignorant and uneducated enough to allow 
such contradicting statement to pass unnoticed. 

Despite tbe fact that it has been a long time, in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs I will try scratch the surface on the 
injustices in the DOP and the letters exchanged after the 
signing. 

The first point deals with the basis on which the end 
result is to be achieved. Article 1 of the DOP states that 
the final stage of the “peace process” is a “permanent 
settlement based on Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338.” Negotiations based on these two resoslutions 
only demonstrate bow the PLO and Israel completely 
ignored all other resolutions passed by tbe all U.N. bod- 
ies, in particular Resolution 194, which calls for the 
compensation and repatriation of Palestinian refugees. 
Furthermore, the agreement is said to take place in the 
form of “interim” phases, yet it lacks a mechanism to go 
from one stage to the next. 

Second, the agreement fails to mention tire Palestini- 
ans not residing in the West Bank and Gaza, living with- 
out a state in Lebanon, Syria etc., who make up more 
than fifty per cent of the Palestinian population. This 
fact alone raises doubt as to the extent to which the 
agreement is comprehensive and fair. 

Third, careful study of the DOP reveals that the Israeli 
army can reenter cities it once withdrew from any time 
they feel Israeli interests are being threatened. 

Finally, in the letters exchanged after the signing, Yass- 
er Arafat renounced terrorism and violence. This is in 
effect an admission of guilt thai the PLO was a terrorist 
organisation; however, the Palestinians and most of the 
world saw the PLO as a National Organisation for the 
Liberation of Palestine. Moreover, the PLO’s acts of 
resistance, which were responses to the Israeli occupa- 
tion, were said to be acts of terror and violence; what a 
shameful way to describe the history of the Palestinian 
resistance movement. 

People should look beyond the headlines and seek the 
truth in matters of life and death for us. The truth in this 
case is unfortunately twisted. 

Zaid Qadoumi, 
Amman. 


To the Editor 

Amman downtown (al balad) would be the perfect cen- 
tre of analysis to study the changing behaviour of men as 
spring arrives. 

Taking a walk in autumn or winter down the very same 
streets is not at all the same as going for a srroUac this 
tune of the year. 

Going for a walk in the summer can often result in a 
nightmare event though one does try not to reveal one’s 
“charms”, going around dressed in the strictest possible 
way — long skirts that go down to the ground, tightly 
buttoned shirts etc... 

Despite all these precautions, the same type of dress 
which only differs from winter as the austere stripes 
make room to the flowery patterns suddenly become a 
sensation among the members of the opposite sex. 

The devouring looks, the arms that became longer (and 
in what way!), the hands that when you expect them 
least touch you skillfully; as one turns around incredu- 
lous and amazed to see the face of the shameless imper- 
tinent, he is already slipping away like a squirrel among 
tbe crowd. 

What is wrong with men as spring arrives? 

Can they no longer control their passion? 

Is it that this season produces mutations in men? . 

Regofia Alonso y De Paz, 
Amman. 


Protesting the rules 

To the Editor: 

Amy Henderson’s report “Tour agents challenge new 
regulations in court, warn against implications for small 
businesses; (Jordan Times, June 9, 1996) prompts us to 
make tbe following comments on this statement of the 
Secretaij General of the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities: The regulations needed to be revised and 
we reviewed these measures with the last board of 
directors of the travel agents’ association, which offered 

s ? v . e for one member of the board who 
witnneJd his opinion. But I cannot say anymore than 
this since it is a case before the court.” 

‘ would like 10 clarify that the previous board never 
SStf* 5 P P rov , e ^’ verba,, y or * n writing; the regula- 
L- . 1 ^ April 1, 1996, in the official gazette, and 
Sf? t, ^’^ J P er ,ene rs No. 34/164 and 3/50, 

28 5 i 95 rtSPectively, submitted to the 
miruster of tourism and antiquities. 

wiitincm* l *? ai , the previous board never showed 

ID sfrnm t0 nSe l 5 e j> ank guarantee from JD 5,000 to 
JD 50,000, as intended for implementation. 

Lam’i Haddadein, 
^resident, Jordan Society of Tourism 
and Travel Agents, 
Amman. 
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for the men in blue, 
diplomatic crew 


The recent promotions to major general of three senior 
Public Sectary Department Officers were just that pro- 

motions in urtk. Maj. Gen. Nimer Hmoud continues in his 
position ashssistant Director General for Administration, 
and Maj. On. Abdul Raouf Hussein stays on as Assistant 
Director Gneral for Traffic. Both posts were promotions 
made effeqve last March in sweeping changes undertaken 
by PSD Doctor General Nasouh Moheiddin, soon after his 
own assumtion of the top police post. For the record, the 
PSD chiejfwas himself promoted last week to Lieutenant 
General a was General Intelligence Directorate Chief 
Sandh BcjikJii Back to the PSD, Maj. Gen. Salman 
Maaytdh remains Inspector General. The promotions to 
major general were slated to be announced just about this 
time, saypficials and observers, and should not be taken as 
a signal W possible reorganisation. 


REVVING UP IN THE MASHREQ: It appears that the 
joumalifn strategy, raining, organisation and networking 
programme of the Ewopean Community, known simply as 
MedMefia, may be pelting up steam again, following the 
beginning of the year decision to halt operations until inter- 
nal conflicts could be e solved. The news we have learned 
is that ike BBC Worldjervice ‘s Tudor Lomas has been sec- 
onded to MpdMedia ad will be coming to Amman for one 
year starting in mid-Aigust as director of the Jemstone in 
Jordan Project. This egional project wilt bring European 
experts to the region pr short workshops and offer " far 
more " on-site trainng and assistance. The Jemstone 
Project (we have not atehnined why the MedMedia folks 
chose to spell jemstonewitb a “j") is designed to be a focus 
for MedMedia in the rgion and a conduit to its homebase 
in Brussels. Events planed for the autumn include a radio 
production master clas in Jerusalem, a feature-writing 
masterclass, a senic managers workshop at Taybet 
Zamman, and a jour a lists’ roundtable in Cairo. Our 
understanding is that -fldio Nederland Training Centre and 
the BBC, both active prtners in MedMedia works, have for 
a long-time planned tanove their work to Jordan to reward 
‘‘third countries" for teir involvement in MedMedia objec- 
tives. So while other >pe rations — about 70 approved pro- 
jects for 1996 — remin on hold in Bnts^ls, we can expect 
only two of them to pyceed: one being the Mashreq project 
under the directorsh of Mr. Lomas. Another similar pro- 
ject involves the Mahreb countries. *!’ 


SCOUTS TIMES 2 Meanwhile. Trevor Mostyn, who was 
a MedMedia progimme coordinator until the decision to 
put activities on hd. linked up, on a free-lance, temporary 
consultancy basi. with the Cardiff-based Thomson 
Foundation. Tk NGO was the brainchild of Lord 
Thomson ofFleetthe owner of many regional newspapers 
including the Tins of London. Established in 1962, the 
foundation seeks ' » “ support projects to encourage democ- 
ratic media in pns ; radio and T.V. around the world. ” Mr. 
Mostyn was in Aman last week with Thomson Foundation 
Broadcasting Casultant Meirion Edwards to informally 
scout out what ts two Welshmen called the “budget line " 
of various Jordcian NGOs interested in training for their 
civic society practs to make them more effective, and how 
they can utilise te press in relation to that aim. The bottom 
line for the foudation is to help in making these NGOs 


effective. Stressing that their contacts in Jordan were strict- 
ly informal at this stage, Messrs. Edwards and Mostyn 
expected that one of them will return again soon to fiirther 
pursue proposal preparations with the NGOs for submis- 
sion to the European Union for funding. While they were in 
the region, the two gentlemen also scouted NGOs in 
Damascus. Beirut, the Palestine National Authority, Israel 
and Egypt. 


SO LONG, PARTNERS: Mission accomplished in Ionian, 
the Americans are leaving in droves, but most of their 
replacements have been named and some are already here 
getting acclimatized to Jordan 's summer and the twists and 
turns of the U.S. Embassy compound. Let us begin with 
USAID Mission Director William Tom Oliver who will head 
back to Washington with his wife Tina and their two chil- 
dren to become director of the Food For Peace Programme 
worldwide, which is based at USAID/Washington. What we 
know thus far of his replacement is his name — Lew Lucke 
— and that he is coming from USAID in Bolivia. In the 
Political Section, Chief Political Counselor William Jordan 
is scheduled to depart on July 5th and is transferring to 
Paris with his family. Paris is nor a bad place to take a bit 
of a breather, and that may well be what this is all about. 
Mr. Jordan 's replacement is Roberta Newell, who has been 
in Jordan studying Arabic for the last nine months. Ms. 
Newell served as desk officer for Jordan at the State 
Department before arriving in Amman. Deputy Political 
Counselor Margot Sullivan left for Washington last week for 
her new senior posting as special assistant to Deputy 
Secretary of State Strobe Talbot. Ms. Sullivan 's husband. 
Administrative Counselor Joseph Huggins, also returned to 
the State Department to become director of allowances. 
Ms. Sullivan’s replacement arrived in Amman last week. 
She is Claire Oxley, and has a good 10 years of working in 
the foreign service in Nigeria. Morocco and at the Stare 
Department. She arrived from Tunis where she was study- 
ing at the U.S. s Arabic Language Study Centre. She has 
arrived with husband Michael Gluck, a PhD. in medical 
engineering who will no doubt explore leaching possibili- 
ties around town or further. Over at the US Information 
Service Jonathan Rice, the cultural affairs officer, bids 
farewell to Jordan and “howdy" to Abu Dhabi where he 
will become the public affairs officer. His political scientist 
wife, Laurie Brand, whom he wed right here in Jordan at 
Um Qais.is completing. same research and will probably , 
joint -her 'husband for /some more longdistance- •marital 
arrangements 'bStwe'eti^lfie \ Arab W&rM dnd the' world of 
academia on the campus of the * University of Southern 
California where she teaches. Mr. Rice's replacement is 
Susan Ziadeh a Palestinian-American, who will come here 
in September from Jerusalem where she is assistant public 
affairs officer. Also heading out and back to State, is head 
of the consular section Ray Clore. who has probably met 
more Jordanians in his nearly three years here than any of 
his colleagues. All we know of his replacement is that he is 
named Stephen Maloney. Replacing Press Attache Vangala 
“Van ” Ram, who departed for Korea, is Stephen Thibeault, 
who is due in Amman on June 24, semi-crisscrossing with 
Van, as he will come from Thailand. Meanwhile the press 
has been fortunate in having Aleia Wenger manning the 
press attache's desk in the interim. Ms. Wenger arrived last 
summer and has since been working in several of the 
embassy s offices. 

**** 


CHEERIO: Also leaving Jordan this month are some 
young troops from the British embassy. After about tim e 
years of service here, James and Kerry Arroyo and Nick and 
Cathy Ward say farewell. James Arroyo served as second 
secretary in the embassy’s political section, and his wife 
Kerry added her talents to the ballet and drama classes at 
the New English School (NES) as the representative of the 
British Ballet Organisation (BBO I in Jordan. Kerry ran the 
dance studio at the NES and the BBO Exam ina tin Centre in 
the Kingdom. Stepping into her shoes as BBO representa- 
tive is Gavnor Price. The Arroyos are off to Cairo this 
weekend, where James will continue his foreign sen'ice 
career in the political office, again as second secretary. 
Kerry is expected to contribute her forte, again, either in 
teaching, community work or both. No replacement has yet 
been named for Mr. Arroyo. Visa Officer Nick Ward, heads 
out with his wife Cathy, bia for them its back to London 
where Nick will return to the Inunigration Service. Cathy 
too. leaves the NES, where she taught drama and just 
helped stage the time-honoured musical “Hi\sr Side Story. ** 
Although information on Mr. Ward s replacement has not 
yet arrived, we can tell you that his name is Leigh Culver 
and he is coming from the Immigration Service in Dm Jon. 
The Wards plan to leave Amman at the end of this month. 
With both departures friends and associates say good -be to 
two hardworking couples who also had plenty of time for 
some exciting social activity. In fact. Second Secretary for 
Political and Economic Affairs Martin Cronin threw anoth- 
er one of his famous “hat” parties to send off the Arroyos 
and Waids. Word is the evening lived up to the Cronin rep- 
utation. 

**** 

PHIR MILENGE: Another couple leaves today. They are 
Alka and Shariq Ben Raza. \ih.o have been in Jordan, for 
more titan five years. Alka worked until recently for 
Mexican Television, in fact she began the nerwork "s Amman 
bureau. Most recently, she was president of the United 
Nation’s Women’s Guild of Jordan. Shariq was a senior 
officer cir the United Nations Relief and ttbrfcs Agency 
( UNRWA}. The environment-friendly couple are heading 
for Nigeria where Mr. Ben Raza will take up a senior posi- 
tion with another U.N. agency, the UN Drug Control 
Programme. The Ben Razos expect to be back in Amman in 
the late fall to collect the remainder of their household, so 
n r may just be able to catch up with them in person again. 


A NORDIC NIGHT: For those of you invited to the June 
23 reception in celebration of Norwegian National Day, you 
will have an opportunity to see Martin Cronin wearing 
another hat. This time he and his band-buddies in the ever- 
expanding Azraq Blues Band have been retained by- 
Norwegian Ambassador Tove Kijewski to help mark 
Norway's Constitution Day, which in actuality-falls on May- 
17. Mrs. Kijew ski, however, was out of the country on that 
date and selected to host her event on the eve of Midsummer 
Day — Europe's celebration cf the summer solstice daring 
from the pre-Christian rimes, also called St. John the 
Baptists Day, observed by lighting bonfires, especially on 
mountaintops, dancing around and leaping over fires and 
other ancient customs. That the invitations note that those 
who may wish to are welcome to “linger on and celebrate 
Midsummer’s night " may be a sign of things to come. In 
any case, a happy belated Constitution Day. 
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Hilmi Dot h Saleh 


PRIZE WINNER WITH A MESSAGE: Applause is in 
order for Hilmi Dtcb Saleh, a Jordanian youth study in g at 
the University ef Munster, in Germany. Hilmi received tin- 
idea/ Foreign Sntden: Prize front the German Institution for 
Academic Exchange , better know n as DAM). Hilmi studies 
biology and is preparing for ids Ph,D. .He. iy involved in 
many campus acirviiics, ■ ami is particularly, interested in 
cultural exchange and helping foreign students find ways to 
resolve their difficulties in adjusting to their new educa- 
tional environment. He suggests that Arab students in par- 
ticular should he made aware and lukt it upon themselves 
as well to leant about the current social climate in Europe 
so that they are not too surprised by what they may- 
encounter in tenns of dashed expectations. One of his 
major goals while studying was to make those around him 
comprehend that the stereotyping of Arabs as terrorists is a 
bigored policy which should be addressed and abolished. 
DAAD. which was established in 1^25 and hyk reformed in 
1950. today is considered one of the most distinguished cul- 
tural instiruions in German v. it awarded Hilmi DM 2.0U0. 
Seftr Gut. Hilmi! 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


Beat brother Ferlinghetti says rebellion still rules 
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By Jude "Webber 
Reuter 

ROME (R)— The beat still goes on for Lawrence 
Feriingbettieven though the big brother of one of the 
coolest cultral crazes this century is now pushing 80. 

The whitkiaired U.S. poet, painter and publisher, who 
put the beacene ration on the literary map when he printed 
Allen Ginserg’s controversial poem Howl, wants to be 
more than ist a fossilised icon of 1950s youthful counter- 
culture. \ . . . 

“Most owe artists and "Titers around today are sound 
asleep in tteface of the coming world cataclysm, political, 
social andefological/’ he told Reuters in Rome, where he 
was openugtwo shows of his paintings and line drawings. 

“They oug' to wake up and try and save civilisation, save 

culture.” . . 

At 77, Ferl igbetti writes by night and draws or pamts in 
his San Fran sco studio by day. The problem with being a 
“beat,” he sa i, is that people think of you in the past tense. 

“The thinj hat’s wrong with all these beat shows that 
have been glag 3n — most of them have a cut-off date of 
1965 and K&iac’s the only one that’s dead,” Ferlinghetti 
said. 

Jack Kero 


Jack Kero c’s novel On The Road has become the beat 
bible, epitoising an urgent quest for escape from conven- 
tional daily fe into a fast-lane world of radicalism, spon- 
taneity and ie expression, fuelled by sex, drink andmugs. 

Like Nealiassady, his friend and inspiration for On The 
Road, Keroit burnt out and died young. Not so other beat 
luminaries Wh as Ginsberg and novelist William 


Like Neali 
Road, Keroii 
l umina ries 
Burroughs. 

“Practical! 
ing," Ferling 
fact it’s still 




“Practical! 11 the others are still alive and writing, creat- 
ing,” Ferling pi said. “If s still a continuing movement. In 

fact it’s still j only rebellion around.” 

The beat station took off in 1955 when Ginsberg gave 
the first publ reading of Howl, a powerful long work that 
explicitly treed his homosexuality and launched a stinging 
attack on a s and soulless world- ...... 

Ferlinghett who was older than Ginsberg and his friends 
and admits seemed square compared with them, was 
there. “But I dn’t know diem well enough to go out after- 
wards,” he s 1. . _ . 

Bom in N York in 1919 of an Italian immigrant father 
and Frenc Portuguese Sephardic ^ Je^h momer, 
Ferlinghetti rved in the U.S. Navy during ibe 1944 D-Day 
landings anAudied for a doctorate at the Sorbonne m Pans 


after World War EL 

“I was outside the whole thing. 1 was leading a straight 
life. I was married, living in a conventional house, totally 
straight I didn’t smoke dope. I didn't take hallucinogenics 
till years later.” 

He soon joined in. publishing Howl under the City Lights 
imprint he had set up in San Francisco with a bookshop of 
the same name, and defending it in a famous 1957 obscen- 
ity triaL 

The beat generation got publicity, Ginsberg got off and 
Feriinghetti got a reputation for commitment that he later 
confirmed with peace crusades and poems such as Tyrannus 
Nix, blasting U.S. President Richard Nixon for the Vietnam 
War. 

His poetry can hit bard but it has a lyrical lightness that he 
stresses by using simple language and playing with the 
arrangement of lines on the printed page. 

Like one of his earliest and best-known books, A Coney 
Island Of The Mind, Ferlinghetti recalls his New York 
youth in the title of his latest work of poetry, A Far 
Rockaway Of The Heart, which he is due to send to his pub- 
lisher this autumn. 

“Far Rockaway — one subway goes there.. Jt’s like where 
there’s some beaches and when I was a kid, to go out to Far 
Rockaway on a Sunday, I mean that was paradise, like 
going to Coney Island,” he said. “So it’s very evocative for 
me.” 

Tall and lean with light blue eyes, he is talkative and anec- 
dotal. He laughs easily, has a Bohemian air with his beard 
and anti-nuclear earring and looks far younger than his age. 

He sounds it, though, when he rails against American 
youth — “you wear your baseball cap backwards...You dye 
your hair 16 colours, you try to look as ugly as possible” — 
and postmodern art — tl you have a heap of coal in one cor- 
ner of the gallery and a heap of old clothes in another and 
half a cow hanging on the wall and that’s a show.” 

The problem, he says, is that culture is under attack. 

“The universal television brainwash has completely dead- 
ened people,” he said. “Television is just one thing. 
Repressive, brutal states around the world. Consumer soci- 
ety itself. The subjective has effectively been killed." 

Ferlinghetti says the beat generation’s desire to challenge 
and rebel explains its enduring appeal. "How long is it since 
a major painter or novelist in any country has made a pow- 
erful statement about what’s happening in the world, about 
anything?” 

He claims to have “a really dark view of the future” apd 
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Lawrence Ferlinghetti stands next to books published by City Lights Publications and below one of bis paintings 
inside City Lights Books in San Francisco. The U.S. poet, painter and publisher, who put the Beal Generation on 
the literary map has just opened two shows of paintings and drawings in Rome (Reuter photo > 

says the “constant attack on the subjective and... what is try- drawings that he only did the week, before. 

'jng* to kill the spirit” is well worth rebelling against now. “1 don't want to be just a nostalgic old fan mumbling 
In any case, the past is only part of the story. One of his about the good old days.” he said. 

Rome exhibitions is called Engaging Mind and features “I’m not in a glass ease yet.” 
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Cool summer breeze 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

ALTHOUGH SUMMER is not here yeL technically 
speaking, the temperatures that have prevailed this week 
make us reluctant to undertake a task that puts too much 
pressure on our neurons. Some readers of this column 
have recently told me they find it sometimes too technical 
or, at another extreme, too philosophical. 

Such comments couldn't have been expressed with bet- 
ter timing. I’ve been planning to share with you some of 
the “gems" I've come across in the past few years in the 
computer literature, in specialised magazines or even in 
the very real 16 years of my professional activity in 
Jordan. One can call them jokes, anecdotes or simply 
funny stories. I haven’t made up any of them however. 

Cooler than an ice filled soft drink, more incredible than 
fiction, they are the reflection of the amazing speed of 
change in information technology has been running at. 
They also show how people lose their common sense, say 
or write just about anything when they are scared by new 
technology. 

— “I have travelled the length and breadth of this coun- 
try and talked with the best people, and I can assure you 
that data processing is a fad that won’t last out the year.” 
— Editor-in-charge of business books for Prentice-Hall, 
1957. 
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You know, I liked you a whole lot more on the 
Internet 
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— “Not all storage devices are 3.5 or 5.25 inch squares. 
A third type of storage medium, the CD-ROM, is spheri- 
cal.” — PC Novice. 

— 14 Want to trade World War II Japanese array rifle for 
386 or stronger." — The Oregon Bulletin. 

— “Your optional 500-sheet paper tray assembly is cov- 
ered under your printer's one year warranty or 90 days, 
whichever is longer.” — HP LaserJet 4 manual 

— "Computer in the future may weigh no more than 1.5 
tonnes.” — Popular Mechanics, 1949 

— “For almost 100 years, NEC has been supplying ... 
personal computers and high-tech electronics throughout 
the world.” — Telcorps Newsline. 

— “For sale: Computer with medical software. 
WordPerfect, headlights, esophagoscope, sinus surgery 
instruments, stainless steel canisters, facial nerve stimula- 
tor. ... never opened.” — The Canurick Classified 

From personal experience in Amman: 

— An executive officer in a major bank, in 1988: “When 
the computer processes Arabic characters, does the hard 
disk rotate in the other direction?” 

— A potential client, in 1989: “I need a computer that 
runs on software.” — I was tempted to offer him one that 
runs on diesel fuel. 

— A client on the phone, last February: “My PC has 
been hit by a virus. I’m afraid I’ll have to replace all the 
infected hardware.” 

— A PC with its printer was sent to us by a farmer for 
repair in 1993. Complaint “Problem with the mouse.’* 
Upon opening the printer we actually found small frag- 
ments of white cheese and ... the dead body of a mouse 
(the real thing, the animal), trapped in the printing mech- 
anism. 

Finally if you have Word 6.0 and you want to know r why 
Microsoft actually did take a stand on the Gulf War issue, 
run the programme, type “Saddam” then see what the 
spell checker suggests. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqalr 


HOWLERS 


JOKES 


— When complimented on a dress she wears, she says 
modestly, “Oh. it’s really nothing.” How true! 


— With that dress, it’s hard to tell whether she’s trying 
to catch a man or a cold. 


— That dress of hers should be called the OPPORTUNI- 
TY. There's lots of room at the top. 


— She goes out wearing less than her mother wore in 
bed. 


— With that strapless gown, it’s obvious she's not inter- 
ested in shouldering any responsibility. 


LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 

** What subject do you teach? 

Ayyo mawad todar’ress? 


* TEACHER: “What do you call a person who keeps on 
talking when people are no longer interested?” 

STUDENT: “A teacher, sir.” 


PUZZLES 


A PICTORIAL AM ARY 
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Languages 
Arithmetic 
Algebra 
Geometry 
Trigonometry 
Mechanics 
Physics 

Chemistry Keemia FROM the six pictures given here the names of five 

Arabic Arabi British birds can be formed by arranging certain letters of 

Botany Nabat the objects depicted. Thus: The FIRST bird is made up of 

Zoology Hayawan all the leners of one object. 

Geology Joyolojia The SECOND contains the first two letters of one and 

Philosophy Falsafa the first and last of another object 

History Tareekh The THIRD comprises the first letter of one object the 

Geography Joghrafia last three of another and two of yet another. 

Sociology Ijtimaa The FOURTH bird is an arrangement of the first two of 

English Ingieezi one and the last three of another object 

French Faransi To make up the name of the FIFTH bird take the first two 

letters of one object and all the letters of another. 

Decide first of all what the pictures represent and then 
** In modern schools, students are given practical proceed on the stated lines, 
lessons in electricity, carpentry and various handicrafts. 


Lugbat 
Hissab 
Jabr 
Handasa 
Hissab rauthallathat 
Mikaneeka 
Feezfa 
Keemia 





English 

French 


Fil madaressil haditha yolaqqaa at-tollab doroosan 
amaliah fil kahraba wan-nijarah wal-mehan ai- 
yadawiyal mukhtalifa. 


** Have you been a member to any of the school soci- 
eties? 

Hal konta odwan fee ayyen minal jam’eyyatil 

madrasiya? 


** Yes. the musical society. 

Na’am, jam’eyyatul moosiqa. 


** These societies help students to line their career. 
Hathehil jam’eyyat tusa’id at-tollab ala tahdeed 

mustaqbalehim. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


( 1) What is copra? 

(2) What is a scarab? 

(31 What is an assegai? 

(4) What is the origin of the term “Thumps up” 

(5) What do we mean by pons asinorum? 

(6) What is the Blarney Stone? 

( 7) What birds of the Chinese train to catch fish? 
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Sharing, the gr eatest gift of all 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

I HAD once read that sometimes it is not the tfungs that 
happen to us that determine the quality of our life, but our 
attitude towards such things. And that while we canno 
control whai other people say and do. we can at least con- 
trol ourselves. 

It is in such situations that it helps to know who we are. 
what we are capable of, and what we want to do with our 
lives. At the same time, and recognising that while we 
have our dreams and the courage to pursue them when we 
decide we want to, we have also got to respect the right of 
others to do die same. 

All this has to do with a “communication" that is above 
all about honesty and sincerity. 

There are, however, some “communicators” who use 
their communication skills to conceal their true thoughts 
from the listener. 

Oae such example is that of a government that can do 
very little to change things but cannot afford to admit that 
it can do very little. For if it did, it would make it look as 
though it can do very little. And a government can only 
make such an admission when it blames external factors 
for its failures. 

But the government that cannot afford to admit that it 
can do very little can do one of several things: One. it can 
say it is worried about something. Two, it can then say it 
is working out what to do. Three, it can then say it will do 
something. Finally, it can say it has done something. 

At no point need it actually do anything. However, it 
cannot go on saying those thin gs over and over again 
without varying the phrasing. For example, another way of 
saying ‘we are worried about something* is to say that 
“this is a subject of concern to us” or “this is a subject of 
great concern.” More ways could include saying that “we 
have identified this as a subject of genuine concern” or 
that “the public is quite rightly concerned about this, and 



S °Buf there are certain traps that the public nlarions offi- 
cer and our prestigious communicator need tube aware of. 
For example, saying that “this is a subject .fjegiamaie 
concern and we intend to respond positively b the ground 
swell of public opinion” is wrong, ^rongbtause with 
such a statement comes the promise to do southing. 

Now. proper ways of saying this include re are keep- 
mg our options open." or “we are monitoring he situation 
carefully.” or even “we are listening carefully o what you 

“Listen” and “carefully” are good words. Going those 
in a phrase suggests the speaker is in fact I'stnrag care- 
fully. He or she is not of course. They are too bisy talking 
carefully. All because careless talk costs jobs. . 

Carelessness can also cost you a relationship bcause the 
breakdown of communications within a relutunship can 
cause it to fail. But being able to communicate vith a part- 
ner and to be willing to be honest qnd smeen can, aid 
most certainly will, pull such a relationship outjf trouhje. 
and eventually make it stronger thah it ever wts at any. 

other time. , . . ; 

And when something like this happens, you arebound to 
end up happier, stronger and more m ture as a person. And 
once you learn to trust, to hope an< to persevere, a love 
that is both patient and kind will for ver protect >ou. 
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Tobacco under fire 


By Jay Root 
Agence France Presse 

WINSTON -SALEM. North 
Carolina — There is trouble 
on tobacco road. 

U.S. cigarette makers face 
the multiple threats of un- 
precedented government re- 
gulation. criminal investiga- 
tions. multi bill ion dollar 
lawsuits and an ever-shrink- 
ing domestic clientele. 

Tobacco farmers fear their 
centuries-old heritage will 
vanish. Politicians pro and 
con are bracing for war. 
Wall Street is jittery. 

And the estimated 47 mil- 
lion American smokers, un- 
willing or unable to quit 
inhaling a product the gov- 
ernment blames for 419.000 
deaths each year, have 
become social outcasts. 


“It's communism,” 
shrieked Bennie Thomas, a 
two-pack-a-day construc- 
tion worker forced to smoke 
outdoors due to a local law 
in nearby Durham. “If a 
man wants to smoke, that's 
his business ” 

Such sentiments are com- 
mon in North Carolina, the 
largest producer of tobacco 
in the United States and 
home to RJ Reynolds tobac- 
co company, maker of 
Winston. Salem and Camel 
cigarettes. 

Tobacco, steeped in tradi- 
tion. is embedded in U.S. 
history and culture, and cig- 
arette makers remain a cor- 
nerstone of American enter- 
prise. 

But for many doctors and 
anti-smoking activists, any 
curbs on the world’s most 



industry at the 


dangerous consumer prod- 
uct would be a blessing. 

To be sure, any talk of 
industry-wide demise is pre- 
mature. 

Tobacco has been down 
before, and global sales re- 
main strong. 

But there are cracks in the 
armour. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. armed with data show- 
ing a sharp rise in teen 
smoking, declared war on 
the industry when in 1995 
his administration proposed 
to regulate cigarettes as 
drugs. A final decision is 
pending. 

Meantime, the Liggett 
Group, maker of Chester- 
field cigarettes, shocked 
tobacco country in March 
when it agreed to settle with 
five of the nine states now 


suing to recoup the costs of ■ 
treating sick smokers. 

No company bad ever ag- ‘ 
reed, or been forced, to pay 
a penny in smoking injury 
awards. 

Compounding the indus- 
try’s headaches are several 
ongoing criminal probes, at 
least one relating to the to- 
bacco executives them- 
selves. 

A grand jury is looking 
into whether several top 
executives lied when they 
testified before a panel of 
Congress in 1994 that nico- 
tine is not addictive. Secret 
documents have shown the 
companies' own researchers 
found nicotine to be addic- 
tive. 

But perhaps the biggest 
threat facing the tobacco 
industry now is Mr. 


CEffioci’s proposal to regu- 
late cigarettes under the 
Fdod and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA). 

The sweeping plan would 
forbid companies from giv- 
ing away cigarettes, selling 
their wares in vending ma- 
chines or advertising on 
billboards within 300 me- 
tres (1,000 feet) of a school 
or playground. 

It would also ban brand- 
name sponsortup of sporting 
or entertainment events and 
force the industry to fund a 
$150 million anti-smoking 
campaign for children. 

Philip Morris, maker of 
Marlboro, the world’s most 
popular brand, recently of- 
fered along with U.S. To- 
bacco. which makes smoke- 


Clin ton’s proposal. 

But it had one huge ca- 
veat: No FDA control. The 
Clinton administration des- 
cribed the offer as inade- 
quate. 

While there is at least 
some common ground on 
the evils of teen smoking, 
the companies part compa- 
ny with government on the 
overwhelming case against 
tobacco’s dangers. 

Despite overwhelming 
evidence that smoking caus- 
es cancer, serious heart dis- 
ease and other ailments, the 
industry still refers to the 
“health controversy”. Anti- 
smoking forces call it the 
“big lie ” 

‘T wouldn’t stand here and 
say smoking causes cancer 


dent and general counsel of 
RJ Reynolds, in an inter- 
view. , . . . 

Mr. Blixt also denied uie 
industry' had not been forth- 
right. Surveys show more 
people “are aware of the 
risks of smoking than we 
aware of who the first t L -o.) 
president was." he said. 

Despite their troubles, the 
news is not all bad for the 
tobacco titans. 

A federal court recently 
threw out a lawsuit filed on 
behalf of virtually every 
U.S. smoker claiming to- 
bacco-related injuries. 'Hie 
plaintiffs are now pressing 
ahead in state courts across 
the nation. 

Meanwhile, tobacco funis 
are reaoine die fruits of their 


has contributed to booming 
sales abroad. Philip 
first-quarter profits 'aaxm. 
ed to SI. 6 billion, up j 
per cent from a year 
with profits equally lugfo 
from tobacco sales.. ~.v 
Alan Blum, head of the 
renowned Doctor's Ought 
to Care (DOC) anti-tobacco 
group, is no fan of 
tobacco companies, But he 
acknowledges that while - 
anti-smoking forces contin- 
ue to hound them, .their 
profits continue to soar. ■ = 
“These companies are not 
on the ropes,” he said, 
pointing to Philip Morris’ 
record profit levels. "If I had 
no scruples, I would invest 
in the tobacco industry” 


U.S. approves device to 
treat enlarged prostates 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
A computer-controlled 
device that destroys 
excess prostate tissue 
with microwave heat 
was approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). 

Also, a researcher an- 
nounced results of a 
Veterans’ Administra- 
tion study showing that 
of two common drugs 
j used lo treat enlarged 
: prostates, one is signifi- 

• ■ better, with the 
: oih.-r having little ben- 
; Ciit. 

, Enlarged prostate, 
medically known as 
benign prostatic hyper- 
plasia flBPH), affects 
more than 50 per cent 
of men aged 60 or older 
and causes a gradual 
increase in frequent, 
difficult urination, 
sometimes leading to 
urinary tract damage. 

• The FDA said the proce- 
dure using the device 
made by Edap Techno- 


med, a private French 
firm, takes one hour and 
can be done on an outpa- 
tient basis with local 
anaesthetic. 

The FDA said drugs 
give only modest relief 
while surgery, still the 
most effective treatment, 
required anaesthesia and 
could result in blood loss, 
impotence and other 
complications. 

It added that because of 
the design of the device, it 
would be limited for use 
on patients with a medi- 
um-sized prostate. 

“This device provides 
another alternative for 
men who are unable or do 
not wish to have surgery 
for enlarged prostate,” 
FDA Commissioner Da- 
vid Kessler said. “While 
not a cure, it effectively 
threats the symptoms of 
BPH. M ~ 

Treatment with the 
device, the FDA said, had 
been shown to be safe and 
effective, although It did 


not correct the problems 
of incomplete emptying of 
the bladder and weak uri- 
nary stream. 

Edap Technomed 
Group, the firm’s unit in 
Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, tested the device on 
375 men over 45 at seven 
medical centres in the 
United States and Eu- 
rope, the FDA said. It said 
such urinary symptoms 
as urgency, frequency, 
straining and intermit- 
tent flow improved in 75 
per cent of patients. 

The FDA said a follow- 
up four years later 
showed the Improvement 
continued in about half 
the patients the other half 
needed treatment again 
with the device or drugs 
or surgery at some time 
during the four years. 

In the Veterans Admi- 
nistration • comparative 
study, one of two common 
drugs used to treat en- 
larged prostates was 
clearly shown to be better 


than the other at relieving 
symptoms, a U-S. reser- 
acher said. 

The study found that 
Terazosin, marketed un- 
der the product name 
Hytrin, was “significant- 
ly” more effective than 
the placebo. Meanwhile, 
the drug Finasteride, 
marketed as Proscar, had 
virtually identical results 
to die placebo. 

The results of the study 
were released at the 
American Urological As- 
sociation’s annual meet- 
ing in Orlando, Florida. 

The study’s principal 
investigator, Dr. Herb 
Lepor, chairman of the 
Department of Urology at 
New York University, said 
the study essentially con- 
firmed the effectiveness 
of Terazosin but was 
unable to duplicate the 
benefits of Finasteride 
shown in other studies. 
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Lent Week's Cryplofnai 

I. After eaceeeiful surcery. the patient began Lo dovelop very 
severe headaches — from doctor bills and claim forma. 

5. Hungry young aetor gets first role In commercial for motor 
homes. 

3. Plainly, the rhino may find a sad fate similar to the dodo's, 
and ditto for the hippo. 

6. Phlegmatic guru, lacking charisma, makes unsuccessful 
attempt to recruit new followers. 
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Nuclear medicine aids breast 
cancer diagnosis l — experts 


DENVER (R) — Nuclear medicine 
can help diagnose two of the greatest 
health risks to women, breast cancer 
and heart disease, experts in the field 
told a conference recently. 

“Nuclear medicine offers painless, 
safe, accurate and cost-effective prog- 
nostic, diagnostic and therapeutic 
approaches,” said Naomi Alazraki, co- 
director of the Division of Nuclear 
Medicine at Emory University 
Hospital in Atlanta. 

Nuclear medicine uses very small 
amounts of radioactive substances, 
“No more than perhaps one to three or 
four times the radiation you get from 
living on Earth in Denver for one 
year.” said Dr. Alazraki. 

About 7,000 nuclear medicine and 
health care professionals are attending 
the annual society of nuclear medi- 
cine’s 43rd annual meeting here. 


Scientists at the Conference will pre- 
sent papers on advances in diagnosing 
breast cancer and on distinguishing 
malignant from benign tumours. 

The procedure, called srintimam- 
mography, uses nuclear medicine to 
make picture of the breast and is being 
studied as a complement to standard 
mammography to help detect cancer 
when mammography results are 
inconclusive. The process is awaiting 
approval by the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

Breast cancer is the most common 
form of cancer in American women, 
with an estimated 2.6 million living 
with tile disease. About half of these 
women do not know it. Dr. Alazraki 
said. 

Nuclear medicine can also help 
detect heart disease, which is expected 
to kill half a million women this year. 


by aiding doctors in determining 
which women are ai high, intermedi- 
ate or low risk for a future heart attack 
or death. 

Nuclear medicine heart scans, which 
provide three-dimensional pictures of 
the heart, show areas where blood 
flow is reduced, indicating heart dis- 
ease, said Douglas Miller, a cardiolo- 
gist and nuclear medicine physician at 
the SL Louis Univeristy Health 
Sciences Centre. 

Nuclear medicine can also make a 
contribution in this era of cost con- 
sciousness by better identifying those 
who do not need expensive medical 
care. Dr. Miller said. 

“Those medical resources can then 
be appropriately re-directed in the 
direction of the higher risk patients^ 
who benefit from high-risk care,” help 
said. .- 


Pneumonia bacteria ‘may be 


linked ’ to coronary diseases 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A tiny bac- 
teria that causes pneumonia may play 
a key role in atherosclerosis. tbC 
underlying cause of nearly half the 
deaths in the United States. 

Atherosclerosis of the coronary 
arteries consists of an accumulation of 
plaque on the artery walls that reduces 
the blood flow or cuts it off altogether. 

The degenerative coronary obstruc- 
tion can cause pectoral angina or heart 
attack. 

A study published in the June issue 
of the Journal of the American College 
of Cardiology shows that chlamydia 
pneumoniae, a bacteria discovered a 
few years ago, has been found in coro- 
nary arteries with atherosclerosis. 


The bacteria, barely detectable even 
by powerful microscopes, is not pre- 
sent in coronary arteries without ather- 
osclerosis. according to the study. 

Chlamydiae are urinogenital and 
pulmonary infection agents. 

‘If it (the study) is true and chlamy- 
dia really causes atherosclerosis, then 
this may have tremendous implica- 
tions,” said Joseph Muhlestein, a co- 
author of the study and an assistant 
professor of medicine at LDS Hos- 
pital, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

The link between the bacteria and 
atherosclerosis was discovered by 
studying plaque specimens from 
patients with coronary artery disease. 

Chlamydia was found in 79 per cent 


of 90 specimens, as compared with 
only 4 per cent in 24 nonatherosclerot- 
ic pathology specimens, according to 
the study. 

“This could create a whole new par- 
adigm of atherosclerosis.” said Jeffrey 
Anderson, the senior researcher of the 
Utah team and the chief of cardiology 
at LDS Hospital. “It could influence 
how we look at coronary disease, not 
just as a degenerative disease but as a 
disease in some cases initiated by an 
infectious process,” he said. 

But the researchers also conceded^ 
chlamydia may be only “an innocent ' 
bystander” that grows in atherosclerot- 
ic plaque but does not contribute to the 
development of atherosclerosis. 


Young children 
in U.S. show 
strong immunity 
to polio virus 


WASHINGTON (AFP.) 
— - Researchers have 
found high levels of 
immunity to the polio 
virus among young chil- 
dren but that live vac- 
cines offered little pro- 
tection from secondary 
spread, the Journal of the 
American Medical Asso- 
ciation said. 

Researchers from the 
Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in Atlanta, Geor- 

f ia said a study they con- 
ucted in two U.S. cities 
showed that “seropreva- 
lence of antibodies 
against all three polio 
types in high-risk popu- 
lations ... was generally 
high, approximating or 
exceeding 90 per cent by 
24-35 months of age.” 
The researchers tested 
blood samples of 526 
children aged 12 to 47 
months. 

They said in the study 
that even though the 
virus spread rapidly in 
Houston, Texas and Det- 
roit, Michigan, during 
the past decade “these 
levels of immunity were 
probably high enough to 
prevent subsequent 
spread.” 


Testing of a separate 
group of samples showed 
that 9-18 per cent of 114 
unvaccinated children 
were immune to the po- 
lio poii viruses type one 
and two and 29-42 per 
cent were immune to 
type three. 

The researchers sug- 
gested the unvaccinated 
children became immune 
through secondary infec- 
tion from children who 
had been given an atten- 
uated live oral poliovirus 
vaccine (OPV), which 
has been used in the 
United States since the 
early 1960's. 

William Foege of the 
task force for child sur- 
vival said the study made 
a case for using inacti- 
vated polio vaccines in 
the United States, partic- 
ularly since the nsk of 
OPV-associated paraly- 
sis “looms much larger in 
the absence of a sec- 
ondaiy benefit of OPV.” 

In an editorial pub- 
lished with the study. Dr. 
Foege also said global 
eradication of polio 
could be achieved by 
2000 . 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(1) Dried coconut 

(2) A sacred Egyptian beetle. 

(3) A slender Zulu spear of hard wood. 

(4) The crowds at the Roman arenas made this gestu 
when they desired that the life of a fallen gladiator shou! 
be spared an expression now meaning “in luck 
way.” 

(5) A proposition expounded by Euclid, 

(6) A stone set in the wail of Castle Blarney, near Corl 
Ireland, and difficult to access. It is said that anyone wfa 
kisses the Blarney Stone is endowed with heroic powei 
of cajolery or persuasion. 

(7) Cormorants. 


***** 


PUZZLES 


A PICTORIAL AVIARY 


1. ROOK. AH the letters of Picture No 1 rR 

2. CROW. C and W from No. 2 (CLAW) ■ 

from No. 1 (Rook). ’ ' 

3. CUCKOO. C Iron, No. 2 (CLAW): UCK i 
3 (Thick); a&d OO from No. 1 (Rook) 
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Capturing ‘the sense of the moment’ 
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By Mahmoud 1. Mufti 

THERE IS a popular belief in the world of professional 
photography dial everything is squarely in terms of the 
subject matter, with the photographer simply acting as the 
capturer of an instant here, a moment there. This is valid, 
and certainly applies in manv cases. 

However it is also true, as illustrated in the works of 
Amen can fine art photographer George Vass, that the pho- 
tographer dictates his terms and preferences on the subject 
matter. The latter can vary from random people going about 
their daily business, to sheep awaiting their impending 
slaughter in the Eid, to (even) the beginnings of a twister or 
sandstorm in Wadi Rum. The artist achieves this in large 
part by the judicious exercise of patience, a deep-rooted 
sense of documentary philosophy and perhaps most perti- 
nent of all. a “sense of the moment.” 

In his exercise of the latter, Mr. Vass awaits the very 
moment in the scene that triggers the exact nature and 
threshold of response in him. When this happens, he 
shoots. But this is only one aspect of his photographic 
methodology. There are other instances when he shoots a 
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An old man turned away from his West Bank 
hometown 

scene from a moving car, capturing the moment off guard, 
with all its delights and oddities. 

The exhibit consists of 44 photographs taken in Jordan. 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. ■‘They reflect the lives of 
people along the banks of the Jordan River who have wit- 
nessed the passage of history, cultures and events.” accord- 
ing to a press release from the United States Information 
Service. 

At first glance, the viewer seems justified in feeling dis- 
concerted with a lot of the exhibited works; blurdness 
abounds in many of the pictures. One wonders how a Leica 
and 35mm format in the hands of photographic master 
J could produce jittery photos like this. “Balance is very 
“ important in the works”, explains Mr. Vass, adding that “I 
often purposely chose to make the image blurred in one 
part of die picture, since its natural angularity would not 
harmonise — or balance — with a relatively vague object 
somewhere else tin the frame).” Yet th« effect, even though 
forced, is never contrived. 

Different genres of balance achieved by the artist include 


Palestinian women en route to refugee camps 

the detection and “homing in” on natural parallels. One sort 
capitalises on literal parallels in terms of juxtaposition 
(involving, for instance, a street side-rail and overhead 
signboard, on the one hand, or a farmyard brick wall and a 
horizon tally -outstretched retaining chain, on the other 
hand). 

The potential of infinite shadows and the kindred element 
of contrasting hues in any given scene are likewise capi- 
talised upon by the artist through the selection of the opti- 
mal time of day as well as the skillful manipulation of the 
numerous variables during the casting and composition 
processes. This conglomeration of possibilities arms the 
artist with the requisite aesthetic material from which to 
achieve balance, once again, albeit through the masterful 
manipulation of shadows. Accordingly, they (the shadows 
and shades) are made to interplay with each other in such a 
manner that they attain a sense of the parallel. But because 
they are shadows and not solid objects, the parallels and 
balance achieved by them — raiher. though them — is of 
the undisciplined, though comfortable and spiritual sort. 

The works of George Vass are strictly in black and while, 
with every possible shade of gray in between endowing the 
work with all the diminutive details and nuances offered by 
colour photography, though, as is inevitable in black and 
white, the character and atmosphere are entirely different. 
They evoke the past without ringing with anachronism. 
Interestingly, they are actually all taken recently and are 
contemporary in that sense. Yet the identity that berobes 
them is one similar to cum-oF-the-ceniury classic pho- 
tographs, in as much as the latter are able to generate that 
special enduring allure so hard to achieve these days. 

The viewer will not notice any sense of novelty sur- 
rounding these works. They lack that halo of novelty nor- 
mally associated with explorers' or travellers' pictures. 
Instead, they stand for a far deeper understanding of. and 
sensitivity to. local .Arab culture and are consequently far 
less transient. 

The artist was pressed further on this point. He expound- 
ed that “they (the works) symbolise something and have 
feelings in them. The work I do is ‘everyday life’, and you 
find symbols and mystery in it — like a verse or an indi- 
vidual poem. These scenes do not represent travel photog- 
raphy. They’re not to show you how people in Jordan, the 
West Bank or Jerusalem live: They are showing my (own 
personal) reaction to that They are showing what made me 


attracted to them (the scenes) and why they moved me to 
take these (particular shots i. Otherwise, it would be travel 
photography, involving just going round with the camera 
and taking pictures of coffee tables " 

One particular shot depicts a tall, thin straggly man in 
one corner of the photograph, heavily shadowed and 
accordingly mysterious and even sinister. He is standing 
there perfectly still, with the demeanor of someone preoc- 
cupied with protecting a hypothetical hidden bookstand or 
some other stand of sellables from pilfering hands, while 
awaiting to ensnare an unsuspecting buyer with an irre- 
sistible deal. The contrast in the picture (and consequently 
the balance) is not restricted to the element of shades and 
shadows, but is also manifest in the stillness of the man as 
compared to the hurried gaits of bypassers. 

At the risk of reading too much into the works, one can- 
not help observing that the general theme common to most 
of the pictures seems to be the study of the interrelationship 
between photography as an and the socio-economic condi- 
tions (of people and settings depicted). None of the pictures 
narrate wealthy people or affluent neighbourhoods. This is 
understandable, when bearing in mind what the artist said 
earlier, that the scenes are reflective of the attraction (and 
hence the relevance) that these themes were able to draw 
from their framer; the artist. The preference is thus person- 
al and totally subjective: He shoots what touches him to the 
core of his being. Rich people, plush villas and cars simply 
did not move him in the slightest. 

It could well be appropriate at this juncture to explore 
what was observed of the works of prominent portrait pho- 
tographer. August Sunder. A book featuring his works, enti- 
tled Citizens of the Twentieth Cenrury: Portrait 
Photographs IS92-1952. includes in its preface (by 
Gunther Sander), a potential parallel between the works of 
the two artists. “Sander also developed a new awareness of 
the problematic relationship between an and economic 
conditions. However, he tended to see this problem from a 
somewhat antiquated point .of \ iew: his basic demand that 
the artist muse decide whether ro sene cultural or market 
exigencies was based upon the belief that the two were dis- 
tinct entities and that 'culture* could and should remain 
independent of economic factors. These reflections coin- 
cided with his belief that he could, through his creative 
work, stand apart from history and society-. From that neu- 
tral ground he believed he would be able to impartially 
‘hold a mirror' up to people and produce an ‘objective’ pic- 
ture of the social panorama before him ... Without realising 
it. he operated from a specific social position which pre- 
scribed for him a definitely partisan position." 

This quote is not intended to allude to partisanship on the 
part of artist George Vass in as much as it does intend to 
draw parallels berween the sense of mission, through pho- 
tography, that characterises the two individuals in their sep- 
arate and slightly different realms. 

Reflecting on his artistic philosophy, the artist says: “Life 
is made up of tiny, seemingly insignificant moments which 
are more often than not overlooked. From time immemori- 
al. the people along the banks of the Jordan have witnessed 
the passage of history, cultures and events. Against this 
tapestry of sometimes dramatic episodes they continue to 
follow the flow of everyday life. This is what I see.” 

The various scenes featured in the exhibit are inclusive of 



Young girls rushing home to the iftar in Jerusalem 

shots of people in the streets of downtown Amman. Jerash. 
Irbid (among other places) as well as of the old cosy alleys 
and holy places of Jerusalem and the West Bank in gener- 
al. People rushing home minutes before the iltar in 
Ramadan are shown, with fast-food street vendors attempt- 
ing to persuade them to improve their dinner prospects by- 
purchasing some of their freshly baked or fried pastries. 

A profile shot of a public transport bus reveals the glum 
faces of two young mothers, childrcn-in-Iaps. one of whom 
is looking out into infinity. The prevalent expression is not 
one of obvious despair us it is a reflection of resignation 
and an — albeit dignified — submission to mundane daily 
routine. The artist is captivated by the atmosphere in this 
scene. And so is the viewer, especially upon reading the 
embossed stop-over names of the bus’s travel route: **Al 
Wihdai : The Sharq Al Awsar : Hitteen (formerly Schneilcr) 
Community College” (meticulously hand-painted along the 
length of the bus). The artist did not know that these desti- 
nations represent residential and work places for large 
numbers of the victims of the Palestinian diaspora. This is 
all the more interesting in the context of utt American pho- 
tographer’s reaction to and recognition of the inherent 
sense of frustration in these people’s faces without even 
knowing their troubled recent history — just their socio- 
economic predicament. 

Describing his work, the artist says that: “With my cam- 
era, I capture moments that we pass by without a second 
glance. Moments that make up our daily lives. The 
approach I use is called 'High and Low,* where the low. 
inconsequential events transcend to a high artistic level 
when captured the instant they are created.” 

It is doubtful that the women in the bus feel any sense of 
art regarding their situation, or indeed the street vendors 
depicted in Jerusalem’s stone-tiled alleys as they attempt to 
eke out a living. But it has also got to be true that it i> 
through artistic mediums, such as this philosophical lorm 
of photography, that the muhirude of issues and human 
dilemmas most effectively reach out and touch humankind. 

The exhibition. Passage Across the Jordan, consisting of 
44 works, runs unill June 23. 1996. al the American Centre 
Exhibition Hall, The American Embassy — Abdoun. Each 
print is one of ten worldwide. George Vass is an interna- 
tionally acclaimed photographer who has exhibited exten- 
sively in the United States and Europe. 


Juliette Binoche gets passionate in Horseman On The Roof 
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By Michael Warren 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Actress and model 
Juliette Binoche is describing the glo- 
rious landscapes she fell in love with 
in the south of France when she stops 
in midsemence and dashes to the win- 
dow. 

"Look at that! look at that bird!" she 
says, her dark eyes growing wide at 
qjhe sight of a seagull gliding high 
;ibove Manhattan’s Upper East Side. 
"It’s amazing, because you feel there’s 
nothing can happen here. All you see is 
airplanes ...” 

After working in Provence and 
Tuscany in her last two films. 
Horseman On The Roof and The 
English Patient, this devoted 
Parisienne says she’s had enough of 
urban life. She’s-flying back tonight to 
Paris, where she’s trading in her 
cramped place in Montmartre for a 
house with a garden. 

“1 need to plant things and see them 
growing and see the seasons passing,” 
explains Binoche. “Then you feel life. 


you feel part of the earth. Not like 
here.” 

Lately, Binoche can afford to get her 
thumbs dirty. A modelling contract 
with Lancome pays her bills, and her 
schedule is unexpectedly free after she 
was booted in March from the starring 
role in Lucie Aubrac, a film about a 
heroine of the French resistance. 
Binoche wanted a realistic portrayal of 
Aubrac’s life; director Claude Berri 
wanted more romance. Beni won. 

Aubrac is “an amazing woman.” she 
says, “and I was very close to her. 
That’s why it probably bothered the 
director. Because, to me. the movie 
was about her. and for her and her hus- 
band. And I think the director didn’t 
really care about her opinion. For me, 
that was crucial." 

Such impertinence. Berri, who 
directed Germinal, is a top director in 
France. But in almost 20 films. 
Binoche has enjoyed having creative 
input with Louis Malle, Jean-Luc 
Godard, Krzysztof Kieslowski. Leos 
Carax, Mike Figgis, Jean-Paul 
Rappeneau and Anthony Minghella. 


Such give and take on the set is vital, 
she says: "It’s a way to be intelligent." 

A petite brunette with freckles and a 
wide, enchanting smile, this 32-year- 
old actress has a natural and yet 
sophisticated beauty, something like 
Holly Golightly with a PhD. She 
laughs often, appears to be happy and 
well-centred, and yet there is much 
about her life that she won’t reveal — 
such as the identity of the father of her 
2-year-old son, Raphael. 

“I don’t talk about my private life.” 
she says flatly. “I don’t care about 
what people think I am because I know 
what I am. and so it doesn't matter to 
me.” 

Binoche has been in the public eye 
for years. The daughter of a director 
and drama teacher, she srudied theatre 
at the Paris Conservatoire and lived for 
much of her 20s with Carax, who 
directed her in The Night Is Young and 
Lovers Of The Pont Neuf. 

But she remains mysterious, not 
unlike many of her characters: 
Enigmatic women whose beauty goes 
hand-in-hand with inner strength. 


“Most of the time I've been playing 
survivors. It’s resistance I would call 
it. Resisting. In The Horseman, it has 
to do with resisting passion, and feel- 
ings and love. But 1 don’t think she’s 
cold inside, I tell you, I think she’s 
more than hot; she’s boiling inside of 
her.” 

In The Horseman, Binoche plays 
Pauline De Theus, a married French 
aristocrat who survives a cholera epi- 
demic and political chaos after the fall 
of Napoleon, struggling all the while 
to avoid falling in love with the brash 
young Italian revolutionaiy who 
demands to be her escort. 

Based on a novel by Jean Giono, it is 
an epic film, and France's most expen- 
sive at S35 million, involving more 
than 100 roles and 45 different loca- 
tions across the south of France. But 
the incendiary centre of the story is the 
unspoken, unconsummaied attraction 
between Pauline and her dashing 
Carbonaro. played by Olivier 
Martinez. 

Pauline is a departure from the 
chilly, distant characters Binoche 


played in Malle's Damage and 
Kieslowski’s Blue, but the actress is 
unconcerned about her image when it 
comes to choosing roles. 

“The most important thing is that the 
story tell something and that the direc- 
tor is someone I respect and I can share 
something with." she says. 

Binoche praised Rappeneau for 
being faithful to Giono's vision of 
chivalry, honour and a pastoral world 
where trees, horses and other living 
things have spiritual, almost human 
qualities. 

She also had high praise for 
Minghella. the director of Truly. 
Madly, Deeply, who brought Binoche 
and Ralph Fiennes to Italy last year for 
The English Patient, a film based on 
the book by Michael Ondaatje. 

“He wanted me to gel into areas I’d 
never been in and that's the most gen- 
erous tiling you can expect from a 
director.” she says. 

After nerve-wracking experiences 
with English-language coaches before 
and during the filming of Damage, 
Wuthering Heights and The 


Unbearable Lightness Of Being, 
Binoche had been concerned about 
mastering the accent of a Canadian 
nurse. But she says Minghella encour- 
aged her to speak naturally — and 
developed such a bond with her chat 
speech became unnecessary. 

“He would just move his arms like 
this,” she says, flapping like a swan, 
“and instead of saying with words, it 
was just, ‘now, fly!’ before a take. ... 
For me it was like, ‘oh my God. I’m 
going to fall down.' and he freed me.” 

The experience was so enjoyable that 
Binoche has no desire to jump into 
another movie. The modelling contract 
has bought her time to be with her son 
and work in her garden until the next 
great story comes along. 

“I’m telling stories " she says. “And 
what I’d like is that people after they 
see the movie con think abouL it and 
ask questions amongst themselves and 
maybe find answers or other questions. 
It’s not about me. It's about the char- 
acters I’m playing.” 


Changes at Polish television cause alarm 
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By Anthony Barker 
Reuter 

' HvARSAW — Alarm over the 
independence of Polish pub- 
lic television, the young 
democracy's main provider 
of news, is gripping the coun- 
try’s media and reached as 
far as Washington. 

Last month the television s 
President Wieslaw Walen- 
dziak quit, alleging political 
pressure, and was replaced 
by a member of the Peasant 
Party, smaller partner in the 
ruling coalition dominated by 
former Communists now 
turned Social Democrats. 

The new chief Ryszard 
Miazek ousted the head of 
the main evening news pro- 
gramme and was quoted in 
newspapers as saying televi- 
sion journalists had to be 
polite to politicians, avoid 
expressing opinions and 
strictly follow the manage- 
ment’s line. 

a. Various journalists reacted 
*with horror to his reported 
comments and Washington 
officials asked what they 
meant for the health of demo- 
cratic institutions Poland will 
have to prove before U.S. leg- 
islators approve its NAru 
entry. 


Foreign Minister Dariusz 
Rosati returned from talks 
with top U.S. officials saying: 
“I heard concerns that the 
new television leadership 
might condnct a purge of 


Mr. Miazek, 51, is indignant 
over what he says is a misun- 
derstanding or wilful misrep- 
resentation of his views, moti- 
vated in part by prejudice 
over his peasant affiliations. 

‘T have never said one can- 
not pose tough questions or 
criticise a politician,” said 

Mr. Miazek. a former farm- 
ing journalist and spokesman 
for the peasant party chief, 
who was until now on the 
watchdog council overseeing 
broadcasting. 

He said public television, 
serving society at large, did 
not have the latitude of 
papers serving specific read- 

rships. 

Bnt he told Reuters his goal 
was merelv to implement 
ethics like those of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, to 
prevent partisan journalism. 

“The most controversial 
view I expressed was the aim 
of linking the principle of 
inquisitiveness with the cour- 
tesy that should accompany 
discussion.” he said, adding 


ers 


that mayl 

because he was setting stan- 
dards too high. 

Although Mr. Miazek 
insists his guidelines apply to 
politicians of all hues, critics 
say that being nice to them 
would favour parties in 
power, who must answer for 
actual policies. 

Public television's role is 
vital because its two channels 
are by far Poland’s biggest 
providers of news and cur- 
rent affairs, while the sole 
private nationwide channel, 
Polsat, is not yet widely seep 
as a serious alternative m this 
area. 

Before the 1989 fall of com- 
munism, state television was 
controlled totally by official 
propagandists and in 1992 
Poland introduced new rules 
to safeguard its indepen- 
dence. 

Mr. Walendziak, as first 
president of the reformed 
TVP SA. brought in a gener- 
ation of youthful journalists 
— nicknamed “Pampers" 
after a brand of babies’s nap- 
pies — who prided them- 
selves on being as hard-hit- 
ting as the newly-free press. 

Members of the coalition 
often alleged hostile bias 
under Mr. Walendziak and 


did not hide their satisfaction 
when he quit 

Now some commentators 
see the dominant ex- 
Communist Democratic Left 
Alliance (SLD) as the hand 
behind Mr. Miazek 's election 
by the television’s superviso- 
ry board — a body that 
largely reflects the political 
line-up in parliament. 

“I am sure the SLD is 
behind the decision to recall 
me,’’ said Adam Pieczynski, 
sacked head of the Channel 
One’s mid-evening flagship 

news programme Mr. Wlado- 
mosci. which is watched by 
12-15 million viewers. 

/He predicted that Mr. Miazek 
would make controversial 
changes, before next year’s par- 
liamentary polls, then be rep- 
laced by a slicker television pro- 
fessional linked to the SLD. 

Mr. Pieczynski told Reuters he 
did not expect a return to crude 
propaganda or a sadden purge 
of staff, although he saw signs 
that politicians were already 
having an easier time talking on 
television without troublesome 
questioning by journalists. 

He said the chief danger was 
that management of television 
and the council that oversees 
broadcasting would continue to 
be fought over by each political 


grouping that won power. 

“The problem is that every 
successive coalition will want to 
behave in the same way, includ- 
ing the right,” he said. 

He also argued that if a new 
regional television licence, due 
to be allocated soon and form 
the basis of a future independent 
system, went to a bidder linked 
with the SLD, this would be an 
ominous sign. 

But government spokeswoman 
Aleksandrs Jakubowska, who 
has repeatedly complained over 
TV coverage, denied that the 
changes at public television her- 
alded control by the coalition. 

“I don’t believe television’s 
independence was based on two 
people. President Walendziak 
and Mr. Pieczynski,” she said. 

BoIesJaw Sulik, head of the 
watchdog Broadcasting Council, 
is calm about prospects for tele- 
vision’s independence, saying 
they were better than in other 
former Soviet Bloc states. 

He said the key issue was that 
changes in its management bad 
been carried out by the proper 
procedures, despite signs ruling 
politicians bad wanted at one 
stage to circumvent them. 

“Now we must judge it on its 
record,” Mr. Sulik said. 


Chinese film industry 
told to get rolling 

BELTING (AFP) — Chinese President Jiang Zemin has 
made his latest foray into the country's cultural sector, call- 
ing on the film industry to produce “refined” movies that 
reflect China's reform and modernisation programme. 

“This is the main tune that the country’s literature and art 
circles, including the film sector, should advocate and 
observe.” Mr. Jiang was quoted as saying by the People's 
Daily. 

Mr. Jiang made his remarks during a recent visit to the 
August 1 Film Studio — the sole movie wing of the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) that is best known for 
churning out epic war features. 

Mr. Jiang, who also heads the Communist Party and the 
all-powerful Central Military Commission, urged film- 
makers to produce “more refined” movies that would help 
promote the domestic industry while at the same time 
espousing socialist values. 

“We should give a big push to our socialist culture and 
ideology while doing a good job of our material civilisa- 
tion. This is our resolute policy," Mr. Jiang said. 

China's state-run film industry, dogged by poor quality 
productions, has been in free fall since 1979, with box 
office takings plunging from 29.3 billion yuan ($3.4 bil- 
lion) to 9.5 billion yuan in 1993. 

Dissatisfaction with the quality of domestic productions 
as well as their outdated propaganda content has been 
reflected in the popularity’ of foreign blockbuster imports, 
such as The Fugitive. True Lies and Bridges Over Madison 
County. 

Nevertheless. Mr. Jiang, while admitting the need for 
"new initiatives and ideas.” made it clear that, from the 
August 1 Studio at least, the party expected ideologically 
correct productions. 

The studio should “make more good military films in an 
effort to uphold patriotism and revolutionary heroism ” Mr. 
Jiang said. 
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Fresh excavations clarify more aspects of Ridge Church at Petra 
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Rami C. KJbouri 
Special to the Jordan 
Times 

Atiard, one-week-long sea- 
son of excavations at a 
Byzantine church in Petra 
has clarified more of the 
architectural history of the 
structure, while also possi- 
bly offering ■ tantalising 
glimpses of medieval 
defensive systems based on 
cutting .. off access routes 
fpto the city-centre. The 
excavation of the Ridge 
Church at Petra, directed by 
Dr Patricia M. Bikai of the 
American Centre of Orien- 
tal Research (ACOR) in 
Amman, has also uncov- 
ered inscriptions in Latin 
and Greek that may clarify 
aspects of the Roman peri- 
od history of Petra. 

The Ridge Church can 
only be roughly dated to the 
5th-6th Centuries AD, due 
to the paucity of excavated 
material re mains . It is locat- 
ed at the north-western 
edge of the Byzantine town, 

' jbout 1 60 metres northwest 
fifths Petra Church (the one 
with the splendid mosaic 
floor and rare papyri 
scrolls, excavated and 
restored in recent years by 
an ACOR team). Due to 
erosion, possible deliberate 
dis mantlin g, or reuse of its 
stones elsewhere, all the 
church's walls and other 
standing structures have 
disappeared, leaving only 


the foundation remains. 

This year's excavations 
clarified the architectural 
design of this typical 
Byzantine church, which 
had a central nave ending in 
an apse flanked by two side 
aisles. The main church 
body measures 18 x 13.5 
metres, and has a 3-metre- 
deep naithex or portico 
aloDg its west side. A rock- 
cut and fully plastered cis- 
tern was dug out beneath 
the western end of the nave. 
The column bases, drums 
and capitals in the church 
were reused from earlier 
Nabatacan/Roman build- 
ings. 

Matching design with ter- 
rain 

This year’s excavation 
provided further confirma- 
tion of how the architect 
had to reconcile the layout 
of the church with the hilly 
terrain at his disposal, 
including bulging bits of 
bedrock. The two aisles are 
of different .widths, and at 
the end of the northern aisle 
the problem of rising 
bedrock was solved by 
inserting steps between the 
aisle proper and the 
pastophorium (the squarish 
room at the end of the aisle, 
flanking the main apse). 

The chancel area, raised 
above the east end of the 
nave, was remodelled in 
antiquity and at one point 


was covered in mosaics of 
ample, large white cubes, 
perhaps with some coloured 
patterns. The 1 995 dig pro- 
duced more firm evidence 
for glass and stone wall 
mosaics inside the church. 

Two column bases in the 
nanhex, ai the west end of 
. the church, helped support 
the naithex roof. Three 
steps lead down from the 
naithex to the lower court- 
yard, to tire west side of 
which the excavators found 
a 2 x 2-metre area of burnt 
material, including some 
nails and pieces of lead. 

(One of the naithex steps, 
uncovered in 1995, was 
made of an upside down 
stone with a fragmentary 
Latin inscription, now 
being studied by Zbigniew 
T. Fiema. Tire relatively 
rare use of Latin in ancient 
Petra confirms the “offi- 
cial” nature of the inscrip- 
tion and its relatively early 
date — not later than the 
3rd century AD, according 
to Mr Fiema. The com- 
memorative text may have 
been attached to a statue or 
some other monument. It 
mentions a well known mil- 
itary unit of the Roman 
army, the Ala II Ulpia Auri- 
ana, an army regiment that 
was based in Cappadocia, 
now in modern Turkey; it 
may commemorate a mili- 
tary commander already 
known from other sources. 


and who may have been a 
native of Petra who bad 
risen in the ranks and once 
served in Cappadocia.) 

Reused Nabataean 
designs 

The lower courtyard of 
the church was cleared this 
year to reveal two doors on 
the south and west sides. 
Two column bases and 
drums on stylobates, in 
their original positions, and 
nearly 1 00 architectural 
fragments were recovered 
from (his area, including 
eight parts of engaged col- 
umn bases and capitals, and 
pan of a carved Nabataean 
entablature with triglyphs 
and circles in the metopes 
(the common ancient deco- 
rative pattern of alternating 
circles and three vertical 
lines). 

These pieces may suggest 
that engaged columns 
framed a doorway or niche 
over which stood the entab- 
lature, in the unexcavated 
western part of the lower 
counyard. Dr Bikai told the 
Jordan Times in a recent 
interview in Amman. These 
architectural elements are 
thought to date from the 1st 
Century AD, when 
Nabataean Petra was at its 
height. 

The southern approach to 
the church was cleared this 
year and revealed a broad 
step, leading to the main 
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entrance of the church. 

Some of the architectural 
fragments recovered were 
found together in a comer 
of the church, suggesting to 
Dr Bikai that they were 
dumped into a natural 
depression near the stairs in 
relatively modem times, 
when farmers levelled the 
land for agricultural use. 

This levelling probably 
destroyed the mosaics of 
the chancel area. 

New inscription fragment 

An exciting new find this 
year was a large fragment 
of a monumental inscrip- 
tion in Greek letters, with 
only four letters visible — 
not quite enough to attempt 
a reconstruction. 

The size of the letters is 
impressive, each measuring 
22 centimetres high, indi- 
cating the important (proba- 
bly imperial) narure of the 
inscription. The size of the 
letters may make this the 
largest known script from 
ancient Petra. 

The 1996 season contin- 
ues to strengthen Dr Bikai’s 
hypothesis that the church, 
once it went out of use, was 
ravaged by deliberate 
defensive actions by the 
post-Byzantine residents of 
Petra. Hundreds of water- 
washed cobbles found in 
the northwest comer of the 
excavated area in 1995 
could only have come from 
the Wadi Abu ‘Ullayqa 
below, she notes, and more 
such stones were found this 
year in the northern pan of 
the lower courtyard. Per- 
haps, she says, the stones 
and many of the church’s 
now-missing architectural 


elements were used as mis- 
siles against hostile attack- 
ers who tried to enter Petra 
through the wadi — the last 
defensible entry point into 
the city from the north. 

A glimpse at history? 

She quotes local residents 
of PeLa as recounting that 
from the northern part of 
the lower counyard it 
would be possible to cut the 
route into Petra through 
Wadi Abu ‘Ullayqa. and 
also that a similar collection 
of stones exists at another 
such strategic site to the 
east that can cut off the 
wadi entrance to the city. 

“We may be seeing here 
only the faintest glimpse of 
an incident or series of inci- 
dents during the long dark 
age of Petra” Dr Bikai said. 
“The 

destruction of the church 
building thus may have 
been due to a combination 
of erosion, deliberate dis- 
mantling, and agricultural 
clearing.” 

There is evidence that the 
church was built in more 
than one stage, and that it 
may have used walls of 
buildings from earlier peri- 
ods. 

There are not enough 
material remains to date the 
church more precisely than 
from the 5(h-6lh centuries 
AD. The pottery shards col- 
lected at the site spanned a 
very wide time period from 
the 1st century AD 
(Nabataean wares) until 
modem times. 

The excavation was spon- 
sored and funded by the 
American Centre of Orien- 
tal Research in Amman. 
The assistant director was 
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Kan of the Ridge Church as excavated to date (plan by 
Pierre Bikai, Virginia Egan, Patricia Bikai) 


Virginia Egan and the 
architect was Dr. Pierre 
Bikai. Conservation work 
was undertaken bv Na’if 


Zaban. and most of the 
workers were provided by 
the Jordanian Department 
of Antiquities. 



by Patricia Bikai) 


A fragment of the Aarble chancel screen recovered at the Ridge Church 
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King 


The U.S. government said 
on Tuesday it had formally 
told Congress it intended to 
supply F-16 warplanes to Jor- 
dan and officials said the 
long-discussed deal was ex- 
pected to go through by the 
end of July. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, standing along- 
side King Hussein, told re- 
porters: Tin glad to say in 
the presence of the King that 
we have sent the notification 
with respect to the F-16s to 
Capitol Hill." 

Mr. Christopher said: 
-That’s a very important step 
•*i the process and we intend 
j to proceed with that in the 

customary way." 

iuiic. lk - n 

mc* State Department spokes- 
11 ‘ man Nicholas Bums said the 
, h M.'hP' notification was made on 
June 5. “We would expect 
that this would go through 
and that the F-16s would be 
transferred by this summer. I 
would think by ... the end of 
July.” he said. 

The move is a formality 
that gives the legislature a 
chance to object. But with 
Israel having already given its 
support for the deal. Con- 
gress is thought unlikely to 
try to block it. 
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“We think that those F-16s 
are an important aspect of 
the security of Jordan.” Mr. 
Christopher said. “They’re 
really a reflection of what 
President Clinton has said so 
many times... and that is for 
.Jhose who have taken the 
»sks for peace, the United 
States wants to help them and 
to help them to minimise the 
risks of peace.” 

King Hussein has met with 
U.S. Secretary of Defence 
William Peny and discussed 
with him bilateral relations 
and military cooperation in 


meets Clinton today 

(Continued from page I) 


terms of providing Jordan 
with its defence needs. 

The American side ex- 
pressed their appreciation for 
Jordanian army and the role 
it plays to maintain security 
and stability, particularly in 
peacekeeping forces, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Attending the audience on 
the Jordanian side were 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh, the King’s 
Military Secretary HRH 
Prince TaJal Ben Moham- 
mad. the King’s Adviser for 
National Security Mustafa 
Oaisi and Jordan’s Ambassa- 
dor to U.S. Fayez Tarawneh. 
It was attended on the Amer- 
ican side by' senior military 
officials. 

Washington is keen to see 
Jordan play a greater role in 
the Israeli-Palesrinian peace 
process because it is “the 
only Arab country which en- 
joys the confidence of all 
Israelis whether they are 
right or left-wing." the offi- 
cial in Amman said. 

Recognising the need to 
win over the King. Likud 
leader Netanyahu sent one of 
his top aides to Amman 
shortly after his May 29 elec- 
tion victory with a message 
reaffirming his commitment 
to peace. 

King Hussein will be the 
first Arab leader to meet with 
Mr. Clinton, who implicitly 
backed Mr. Peres to stay on 
as Israel’s prime minister, 
since Mr. Netanyahu’s shock 
victory'. 

Mr. Ginton will also have 
a chance to judge for himself 
when he meets with the 
Likud leader for talks tenta- 
tively scheduled for the end 
of the month in Washington. 


Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher. who is 
accompanying the King, told 
Jordan Television that Jor- 
dan considers peace “a 
strategic choice for the Mid- 
dle East region." 

“AH we want is to give 
impetus to the peace process 
to move forward on all tracks 
as well as to support Jordan 
as a model of countries that 
encourages a comprehensive 
peace based on economic in- 
tegration between the Middle 
East states." he said. 

“Jordan is participating in 
the coming Arab summit in 
Cairo June 21-23 to resume 
the peace process and to 
build on what has been 
achieved so far in the peace 
process.’’ the minister added. 

On Wednesday, the King 
met with prominent Arab 
Americans at his residence in 
Washington. 

The King said he was striv- 
ing for a peace in the Middle 
East that the future genera- 
tions could enjoy. 

Future generations should 

enjoy peace and frill rights in 
an atmosphere of coexist- 
ence, be said. 

The King said Jordan res- 
tored its rights and its land 
through its peace treaty with 
Israel and was fully suppor- 
tive of the Palestinians’ quest 
to regain their full rights on 
their national soil. 

The peace process will con- 
tinue c. all tracks despite all 
obstacles that might hinder 
its progress, he said. 

Attending- the meeting 
was Mr. Kabariti. Dr. Kha- 
sawneh, Mr. Qaisi. Minister 
of Water and Irrigation Samir 
Kawar. Minister of Justice 
Abdul Karim Dughmi. Dr. 
Muasher and Ambassador 
Tarawneh. 


King and Peres honoured 


(Continued from page I) 


where the U.S. Constitution 
was adopted in 1787. 

The award is given to an 
individual or group which 
has. in the words of the prize 
announcement, “demons- 
trated leadership and vision 
in the pursuit of liberty of 
conscience or freedom from 
oppression, ignorance, or de- 


privation." 

Previous winners have in- 
cluded South African Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk and Afri- 
can National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela in 1993, 
Czech President Vaclay 
Havel in 1994 and United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees Sadako Ogata 
in 1995. 


Ekeus: Iraq may be hiding arms 

(Continued from page 1) 


Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz said Baghdad 
allowed a U.N- team Tues- 
day to ‘inspect six installa- 
tions in the Abu Gharib re- 
gion and we have prevented 
them from visiting two others 
belonging to the Republican 
Guards for security reasons.” 

Since March the United 
Nations had “been pretend- 
ing to search for something 
hidden and each time their 
inspection has failed to 
achieve anything,” he said, 
quoted by the official agency 
INA. “But they keep coming 
back and for some time they 
have wanted to provoke us” 
by trying to gain access to 
sensitive areas, he charged. 

"We did not bar them ac- 
cess because we have some- 
thing to hide, as the experts 
are pretending, but because 
these are sites important to 
our security,” he said. 

“It is our right not to per- 
mit access to sites linked to 
our sovereignty to foreigners 
from countries hostile io 
Iraq,” 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq’s 
permanent U.N. representa- 
tive. Nizar Hamdoun. had 
proposed to Security Council 
president Egypt to “send a 
special delegation to Bagh- 


dad ot permanent council 
members and the presidency 
to inspect all installations that 
UNSCOM suspects of con- 
taining hidden products or 
documents. 

“We want the permanent 
members of the Security 
Council to intervene to cer- 
tify that we have nothing to 
hide and that we are respect- 
ing our commitments. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
meanwhile the international 
communiiy hopes that an 
Iraq- U.N. oil-for-food deal 
will not be affected by the 
current standoffs between 
Iraqi authorities and U.N. 
inspectors. 

U.N. spokesman Ahmad 
Fawzi commented 3t a news 
briefing that the latest stan- 
doffs in Iraq came at “a very 
sensitive time in relations be- 
tween the U.N. and Iraq.” 

“The international com- 
munity is very concerned that 
it does not affect the recently 
concluded MoU with Iraq.” 

Iraqi and U.N. negotiators 
on May 20 signed a memor- 
andum of understanding 
(MoU) enabling Iraq to re- 
sume limited oil exports in 
return for humanitarian sup- 
plies to help ease the suffer- 
ing of the sanctions-hit Iraqi 
people. 


Likud 

(Continued from page 1) 

ment faxed to news organisa- 
tions. 

The outgoing Labour gov- 
ernment asked foreign diplo- 
mats not to visit the Orient 
House, but stopped short of 
barring such contacts. 

The Netanyahu communi- 
que also called on foreign 
diplomats “to act responsibly 
during this period of transi- 
tion. before the formation of 
the new government, and not 
to engage in activities which 
could endanger the peace 
process." 

The statement was promp- 
ted by Tuesday night’s meet- 
ing at the Orient House be- 
tween Mr. Husseini and two 
consuls repress mating West- 
ern governments, including 
the United States. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Likud 
view the Orient House as a 
threat to Israeli claims of 
“sovereignty” over all of 
Jerusalem. 

The United States on Tues- 
day strongly defended 
Israel’s right to delay rede- 
ploying troops from Hebron 
under the peace deal signed 
with the Palestinians. 

“We’ve all got to live in the 
real world... The real world is 
there’s been a democratic 
election (in Israel)... It is 
rational and reasonable to 
give the new prime minister, 
an elected prime minister. 


opens line for 

some time to form a govern- 
ment. And we’re not going to 
try to hasten that pace." 
State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums told repor- 
ters. 

Under the peace accord 
signed with PLO last Septem- 
ber. Israel was to redeploy its 
troops from Hebron, the last 
of seven West Bank cities 
affected by June 12. 

After his election defeat 
Mr. Peres said he would 
leave the task to the new 
Israeli leader. 

At a news briefing. Mr. 
Burns deflected questions ab- 
out the impact and precedent 
set by discarding deadline in 
the peace agreement. Even if 
Mr. Netanyahu took the full 
45 days atoned to form a 
government. Mr. Burns said, 
"We’re not going to be critic- 
al... We ought to all just sit 
back, be patient, think about 
other things and we’ll get 
back to this w hen the govern- 
ment's formed." 

Israel's internal intelli- 
gence agency has urged Mr. 
Netanyahu to respect peace 
commitments to the Palesti- 
nians as the only means for 
curbing nationalist violence, 
milirary officials said. 

Ami Avalon, the recently- 
appointed head of the Shin 
Bet secret service, met with 
Mr. Netanyahu the day after 
his election victory to stress 


talks 

the extensive cooperation 
which has developed between 
Israel and the PNA in bat- 
tling political violence. 

Officials said Mr. Ayalon 
credited the Palestinian 
police with a major rale in 
preventing further anti- 
Israeli attacks following a 
wave of suicide bombings in 
February and March w'hich 
killed 5S people in Israel. 

He singled out Palestinian 
help in the May 17 arrest in 
Hebron of Hassan Salameh. 
a senior figure in the armed 
wing of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas), 
and said Palestinian police 
had provided vital intelli- 
gence which helped foil 
numerous attacks. 

"This information has be- 
come particularly precious 
since Israeli security can no 
longer count on intelligence 
gathering by the network of 
collaborators it used to have 
in the occupied territories be- 
fore the start of Palestinian 
autonomy." said Yossi Mel- 
man. an Israeli anti-terrorism 
export. 

"Shin Bet recruited huge 
numbers of informers under 
the occupation, hut that time 
is past and it has become 
much more difficult to obtain 
reliable information or re- 
cruit new informers," he told 
AFP. 


Peres to announce plans later 


(Continued from page 1) 

tenor Minister Maim Ramon, 
have been attacking each 
other fiercely in recent days 
over who is to blame for the 
defeat. 

Mr. Ramon was in charge 
of the overall campaign, 
while Mr. Barak was Mr. 
Peres' personal strategist. 


Aides to Mr. Peres and 
officials to Mr. Ramon, 
who is considered Mr. 
Barak’s main rival for party 
leadership, accused the fore- 
ign ministei thisueek of plot- 
ting a palace coup to grab the 
top spot. 

Mr. Netanyahu beat Mr. 
Peres by barely tine per cent 
iti the total tote last month 


and his Likud Party won only 
32 seats in the I2ii-memhcr 
parliament, compared to 34 
tor Labour. 

Likud officials said they 

expected Mr. Netanyahu- to 
finish negotiations on form- 
ing a coalition government, 
notably involving religious 
parties, by early next week. 

The new parliament is due 
to hold its inaugural session 
on Monday. 
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Syria seeks growth in GDP 
to match population boom 


LONDON (R) — Syria 
warns its economic growth 
to match population growth 
and has liberalised trade and 
investment, attracting for- 
eign companies, Selim 
Yassin, Syria’s deputy 
prime minister for econom- 
ic affairs said Tuesday. 

“The main target is to 
achieve the highest possible 
rate of growth in GDP 
(gross domestic product),” 
Mr. yassin told a conference 
held by the Confederation 

for British Industry. 

“This is needed because 
of the relatively high rate of 
population growth, the fair 
demand for a higher stan- 
dard of living and to restore 
equilibrium to the balance 
of trade, balance of pay- 
ments and to revenues and 
expenditures of the budget,” 
be said. 

Syria’s population of 16 
million is growing at an 
annual rate of 3.5 per cent, 
among the fastest for devel- 
oping countries. 

In 1995 its GDP was 
about 125.6 million Syrian 
pounds ($3 million). GDP 
has grown annually at an 


average 7.02 per cent, at 
constant prices, from 1990 
to 1995. 

The country is targeting 
development in agriculture, 
the oil and gas industry, 
exploration and exploitation 
of other natural resources, 
agricultural processing 
industries, electrical distrib- 
ution and telecommunica- 
tion networks and tourism. 

“These opportunities are 
available for Syrians, Arabs 
and foreigners as well ” said 
Mr. yassin. 

Syria started moving 
away from a centrally- 
planned, government con- 
trolled economy in 1970. 

The private sector cur- 
rently handles 90 per cent of 
agriculture and 70 per cent 
of trade. Electricity, ports, 
water, communications and 
public transport are run by 
the' government while 
petrol, cotton and cereals 
are in the public sector. 

Other speakers at the con- 
ference also emphasised the 
need for foreign investment 
but warned that change is 
coming slowly in Syria and 
patience is needed. 


It relaxed foreign 
exchange controls in 1990 
and is beginning to pay 
more attention to banking 
and finance, particularly 
from foreigners, said Raieb 
Shalleb, president of the 
Union of the Syrian 
Chambers of Commerce. 

The private sector is find- 
ing it more difficult to pay 
the relatively costly interest 
on loans obtained outside 
the Syrian official banking 
system, which has not pro- 
vided the debt financing 
required at reasonable terms 
and conditions, he said 

Political issues, mean- 
while, continue to cloud the 
economic outlook. Both the 
British ambassador to Syria, 
Adrian Sindall. and the 
chief executive of the 
British Arab Commercial 
Bank Ltd, Mohammad 
Fazzani, said the election of 
right-wing leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu as Israeli prime 
minister poses uncertain- 
ties. 

“The problems con- 
fronting us with the peace 
process do cause us con- 
cern.” said Mr. Sindall. 


Iraq seeks Gulf help to export oil 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iraq 
has for the first time in six 
years sent a high-ranking 
delegation to two Arab Gulf 
states seeking help in 
exporting crude oil under a 
landmark deal with the 
United Nations, officials 
said Wednesday. 

The shipping delegation, 
headed by director of the 
Iraqi Pons Authority 
Hassan A1 Maeeni, is cur- 
rently in Dubai in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) after earlier talks in 
Qatar. 

Mr. Maeeni is seeking mg 
boats for oil tankers and 
technical assistance from 
the ports in the two Gulf 
states, the officials said. 

■ “We have- reached an ini- 
tial agreement to supply rite' 
'Iraqis wiffiTWO" tug boats to 
assist in loading at the Iraqi 
A1 Bakr port,” said Salim 
Obaid Mubarak, general 
manager of the Dubai-based 
Mubarak Shipping 

Company. 

“Iraq Iras many tug boats 
but they need repair and 
maintenance. Our boats will 
tow the Iraqi oil tankers to 
port to load oil and then tow 
them out of port We expect 


our boats to reach Iraq in 
two weeks,” he told AFP. 

The Mubarak company 
has invited the Iraqi delega- 
tion to Dubai, the biggest 
commercial and shipping 
centre in the oil-rich region. 
They were due to hold talks 
Wednesday at Dubai’s 
Rashid and Jebel Ali ports, 
among the biggest 20 har- 
bours in the world. 

Mr. Maeeni said his talks 
with the Dubai port officials 
would cover cooperation in 
shipping, adding the emi- 
rate had advanced naviga- 
tional technology and a 
long experience in container 
activity. 

Quoted by the UAE A1 
Kbaleej newspaper, be said 
Iraqi ports, which were 
: dataagfed by the ! 199 r allied 
onslaught -to Tetaker Kuwait 
from Baghdad’s invasion 
forces, were now ready to 
receive all types of vessels. 

“We have repaired the 
ports and they are now 
ready to export oil and 
receive ships. Shipping 
routes have also completely 
been cleared of mines since 
1992 by Western and 
Japanese companies.” he 
said. 


Mr. Maeeni was referring 
to mines left from Iraq’s 
1980- 1988 war with Iran, 
which sought to disrupt 
shipping and oil exports to 
the West to put pressure on 
Iraq. Over the past two 
years, Iraqi ports had 
received 52 vessels, he 
added. 

Under its oil-for-food 
accord with the United 
Nations last month, Iraq 
will be permitted to export 
$2 billion worth of crude 
every six months — around 
700,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) at current oil prices. 

The accord, which will 
allow Iraq to export erode 
for the first time since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
prompted the Organisation 
of. Petroleum Exporting 
Countries'., - (OPEC) last 
week to increase its official 
output ceiling, allocating 
Baghdad 800,000 bpd, 
nearly a quarter of its pre- 
war quota. 

In Doha, the Iraqi delega- 
tion discussed with Qatari 
authorities ways of helping 
to reexport goods from 
abroad to Iraqi ports, if Iraqi 
warehouses became too 
full. 


THE Daily Crossword by Mary 


E. Brindamour 


ACROSS 
^ Sword handle 
5 Cellular item? 

10 Satiate 

14 Olfactory 
Stimulant 

1 5 Descriptive term 

16 Ve.fdr opera 

17 — majeste ■ 

18 Eat away slowly 

19 Rouge et -r 

20 Computer 
fodder - 

22 Bewailed 

24 Kimono belt 

25 Fax a message 

26 Bring into 
harmony 

29 Hardened 

33 In ihai place 

34 Swings at flies 

35 Br.avo! 

36 Daly of TV 

37 Bose and 
■ Bartlett 

3B Make a call 

39 I love: Lai 

40 Buck or B.niey 

41 Horse or bean 

42 Fit for teasing 

44 Picdicaments 

45 Priestly 
vestments 

46 Insincere 
speech 

47 Chestnut horse 
50 Refuse 

admittance to 

54 Break — (stage 
term) 

55 Ngi active 

57 Nick's wife 

58 Abundant 

59 Spunk 

60 Study hard 

61 Part of MIT: 
abbr. 

6? Bridge expert 
63 Sniggles 

DOWN 

1 Ship's storage 
area 

2 'Brainchild 
3. Rapt 

4 Pirate's quest 

5 Polite word 
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2 

3 

4 


S 

6 

7 

a 

9 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




16 





19 




20 




21 




■ 

22 

23 






24 




■ 

25 





* 

27 

28 



■ 

■ 

29 





30 

31 

32 

33 




— 

34 





■ 

35 _ 



3 b 




■ 

37 





■ 

36 




39 



■ 

[40 





■ 






42 

1 


43 





■ 

44 







45 




■ 

46 





4 / 

48 

49 

— 




■ 

SO 





51 

52 

53 

54 




1 

55 

56 




1 

57 




M 




5 B 





60 




SI 


_ 


62 





63 





A.i «-giJs 

6 Rough 

7 Musical 
instrument 

6 Beatty of films 
9 Air. waier. fire 
and earth 

10 Ottawa's (and 

1 1 Pride leader 

12 Garfield's pal 

13 Type o! stick 
21 Deadly poison 
23 Change for a tin 
'25 Tangle 

26 Rose oil 

27 Herb 

28 Part of a joint 

29 On to . 

30 Cuts of pork 

31 Make happy 

32 Aegean island 
34 Fastens 

’ securely 

37 Producing a 
rough surface 

38 Mileage 

40 Deficient in color 

4 1 William or Sean 





■ 



C 

iuiii 




43 Bull's-eye 

44 Weasel relative 

46 Arc 

47 Asian garment 

48 Lena or Ken. 
entertainers 


49 Ring officials 

50 Land: abor 

51 Had on 

52 Inland sea 

53 Sweet potatoes 
56 Recent- pref 


Chirac warns of glob- 
alisation’s ‘downside’ 


GENEVA (R) — French 
President Jacques Chirac, 
warning that globalisation 
of the world economy has 
its downside, called 
Tuesday for countries to 
ensure that benefits filter 
down to the greatest num- 
ber of workers. 

In a speech to' the 
International Labour 
Organisation (BLO), he said 
rules of global trade should 
reinforce minimum ELO 
labour standards, such as 
bans on forced labour and 
child slavery. 

Mr. Chirac said the social 
dimension of international 
trade should appear on the 
agenda of trade ministers 
when they meet at the first 
ministerial conference of 
the World Trade 
Organisation in Singapore 
in December. 

The United States and 
France are calling for dis- 
cussion of a “trade and 
labour” link — the so- 
called “social clause” — at 
Singapore, but this is fierce- 
ly resisted by the govern- 
ments of developing coun- 
tries. 

Globalisation was already 
imposing rapid and painful 
restructuring in industri- 
alised nations, with an 
adverse effect on employ- 
ment, the French president 
said. In the poorest coun- 
tries it was liable to lead to 


greater inequality. 

“We must therefore learn 
to control this process of 
globalisation better” Mr. 
Chirac told the XLO annual 
meeting. 

“We must ensure that its 
benefits reach the greatest 
number of people, by striv- 
ing in our own countries to 
diminish the risk of exclud- 
ing individuals or sections 
within our own societies.” 

In order for globalisation 
to succeed for the benefit of 
all — whether in the indus- 
trialised countries or in the 
countries in transition, in 
the emerging countries or in 
the very poorest countries 
— “the economy must be 
made to serve people and 
not people the economy” 
Ml Chirac declared. 

“Above all, we need to 
invest in people, allowing 
each and every worker 
access to life-long vocation- 
al training, to enable them 
to adapt to the rapid far- 
reaching economic and 
technological changes 
which globalisation makes 
unavoidable,” the French 
president emphasised. 

“We need active policies 
to help the most vulnerable 
people in society to return 
to work, by adjusting our 
tax and welfare systems so 
as to 'make work pay’,” he 
added. 


Ivory Coast out to become 
economic ‘elephant of Africa’ 

ABIDJAN (AFP) — Ivory Coast is out to emulate the 
Asian economic “tigers” by becoming the “elephant of 
Africa,” participants at a energy and minerals forum were 
told here. 

Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan said tbe aim was 
to diversify beyond the traditional export commodities of 
coffee and cocoa. 

Foreign investors heard that Ivory Coast was rich in min- 
erals, including bauxite, copper, gold, iron, manganese and 
nickel, while offshore oil fields were showing promise with 
an output of 30,600 barrels a day. 

The port of Abidjan will become the ‘Totterdam of 
Africa,” authorities said.The government is offering tax 
and other incentives to attract investors. 
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HOROSCOPE FOMCASTFOR THURSDAY 
JUNE 13, 1996 
Bv Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll lighter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 u> April 19) Fascinating aU*s 

yon with baclring your need today if you ^ 

then get your obligations met quickly so that you 

to other necessary activities which are pressing. . 

TAOTUsTSSi 20 to May 20) A bigwig could he <t 

however, yon can handk 6n^ 

cM and property interests as well. This ev^g wdl be good 
for you tosetfc the advice of some knowledgeable person on 

21 to June 21) Get important dndes^tolled 
early today since later tonight you can get mto new 
for greater expansion and success. Tins evening *ould be 
spend with fellow associates in brainstorming some new ideas 

on career activities. _ . _ j 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) First perfect a tal- 
ent you possess today, then bring it to the attention of some 
bigwig who can help yon with it. Later tonight you should 
spend this time with your loved ones and participate in some 

special activities. , , . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Handle a difficulty at home early 
today, then get in touch with some unusual individual for sup- 
port for a pet project you have in mind and which needs a ht- 
tle push for its completion which this individual can provide. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Handle a pressing mat- 
ter early in the day today and success can come to you very 
quickly which will be quite beneficiaL A fellow associate is 
helpful in providing you with the necessary information. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Handle a financial 
matter of importance early in the daytime today, and then you 
rap mairv» riyn ft for amusements with close friends and loved 
ones later this ev ening which will provide everyone some time 
to relieve any tensions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It is important to 
first handle a personal affair today, since later this evening, 
some controversy at home will require ori gin al h a n d li ng to 
avoid any conflicting attitudes by those who reside with you at 

thif tim e 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Rid your- 
self of a secret concern in the morning today, and then you can 
handle your correspondence brilliantly and thereby not make 
any mistakes in acknowledging everyone who you must con- 
tact by this evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A personal 
desire has to be attained in the morning today, and then get 
your home modernised for everyone who resides there or any 
important guests. Start a better budget later this evening so you 
have some extra funds. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Thke care of an out- 
side matter eariy today, then you can pursue some unusual 
goals you have in mind which are career oriented. Later 
tonight is good for meeting with some bigwig and discuss your 
success for tbe days aheads. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) A matter from a distance 
requires your attention in the morning today, however, later 
this evening, be concerned with private wish which concern 
your loved ones and yoa need to pursue without haste or there 
could be difficulties. 

Birthstone of June: Emerald — Citrine 


THE BETTER HALF 




By Glasbergen 



“What do you think? Are we really 
happy together...or are we just 
too tired to fight?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|gg by Hmii AmoM and Mfca Argiiion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


INSEG 


Ol Si: 

• £ • 

^-4 


I only travel first class 

L | GATE S| 


OUHlbaMSniMkt 

ab rm 

wi^at— ref 


D 

NYPP 



nx: 



PEV 

EXT 







YOR 

MME 



_L 

L2 



I 


Yhstenia/s 


W HERE THE CON- 
cam? TRAVELER 
ENPEP UP. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

0X30X13 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GUARD RAJAH QUENCH INSIST 
Answer How the farmer fell when he harvested his 
pumpkins — SQUASHED 


Print answw hare : 


ON 

AN 


Peanuts 


UJE COULD STAND HERE 

YOU KNOW WHY? 

UlE^RE JUST A DOS 

FOREVER., AND A 8U5 

BECAUSE WE DON'T 

AND A 5IRD..TMEY 

U10ULD NEVER STOP FOR US 

COUNT FOR ANYTWN6.' 

THINK WE'RE NOTHING.. 



^9 



IBI 



Andy Capp 



mam- 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
FRIDAY 
JUNE 14, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, . ^ 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March -21 to 
April 19) Getting fine ujeais 
how to gain your aims freon 
close friends is wise doting 
the daytime today, so pm- 
sue them with enthusiasm. 
Later tonight, study you 
career aspects privately so 
that no one will know of 
some secret plans. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Contact bigwig* 
with some fine idea yog 
have in mind today and get 
their support and gain mare 
public acclaim for yonr 
efforts, which will bring 
about your success. Later 
tonight, meet with close, 
friends for some fun. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Plan how to gain pres-' 
age beyond present bound- 
aries today and then gain 
the backing of a bigwig 6k * 
good results which mu 
bring you prestige and 
financial success. This 
evening can be spent with 
your mate out on the town. 
MOON CHILDREN: . 

(JUne 22 to July 21) Doing 
something more modem 
and getting out of that dull 
routine is wise today, so 
pursue whatever is neces- 
sary to make your life filled 
with more excitement You 
gain more respect in your 
career activities with your 
efforts. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
j21) Widen your circle of 
friends today and include 
those whom you feel can 
give you added information 
which you need for some, 
important career activitieM 
Use care in motion espe- 
cially while on the high- 
way. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Gam mod- 
em advice today from a 
person in your own line of 
^business apd become more 
successful; . if yoti follow 
ftfae suggestions which are 
provided. Later this 
evening will be good for 
meeting with knowledge- 
able individuals. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Study into the 
recreations you like most 
and make appointments 
with close friends to enjoy 
them. Perfect a special tal- 
ent which you have and 
which can make you both 
financially and career wf i 
successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Even if 
you are in the business 
world at this time, think 
about how you can improve 
tbe situation at home with 
your loved ones. Later this 
evening you should consult 
with some authorities who 
can help you with some 
care er tas ks. 

SAGITTARIUS :(Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Contact those who can give 
you modem ideas and 
methods of operation today 
which can help you to gain 
greater prosperity and 
financial success. This 
evening will be good for 
seeing close friends and 
having some fun together jh, 
CAPRICORN:(December 
22 to January 20) It is 
important you become 
more progressive at this 
time where financial or 
property matters are con- 
cerned so that you' are not 
left out in the cold without 
any funds or any place for 
you or your loved ones. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) put your 
ideas across to others today 
and you can be more suc- 
cessful, so get busy eariy 
this morning. Improve your 
appearance at this time and 
you will be noticed by 
those in authority who can 
make career soar high. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Step out of that 
nit you are in at this time 
snd learn more about cur- 
rent inventions and condjr 
tions which when used w§' 
jtnake your life and those of 
your loved ones more com- 
fortable. Plan a new cam- 
paign of action. 

Birthstone of Jane: 
Emerald — Citrine 
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*B.A., American Airlines form world’s largest alliance 

LONDON (R) — British 


te*nos j p. 

? loser ’Ca!y & Airways ©.A.) and 

^ “American Airiines 
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announced Tuesday ' they 
were forging the world’s 
largest airline alliance in a 
controversial deal that was 
almost certain to face regu- 
latory hurdles. 

The deal, the biggest of 
the current wave of link-ups 
in the airline industry, was 
also likely to face fierce 


for our employees, for our 
shareholders, for the com- 
munities we serve and for 
the British aviation indus- 
try.” B.A. chief executive 
Bob Ayling said in the 
announcing statement. 

British Airways said tile 
two airlines would coordi- 
nate operations of all of 
B-A.’s 244 flights a week 
from Britain to its 22 U.S. 
destinations and all of 


Virgin Atlantic Airways 
leading the charge with a 
pledge to thwart the plans. 

“Our alliance with 
American Airlines is very 
good news for consumers. 


ports to 12 European desti- 
nations. 

They said they would 
remain separate entities, 
would not exchange equity 
stakes and would seek swift 


progress on the regulatory 
issues that would need to be 
cleared up before imple- 
menting the proposed 
alliance. 

Don Caxty, president of 
American Airlines, told a 
conference call for financial 
analysts thai he expected the 
U.S. departments of justice 
and transport to approve the 
scheme and allow an 
exemption from U.S. anti- 
trust rules within months. 

“rd be very surprised if 
the U.S. government could- 
n't accomplish this within 

the next couple of months,'' 
he said. 

BA’s Ayling said the two 
companies had been in con- 


tact with the British authori- 
ties on the other half of the 
regulatory equation — the 
need for a bilateral “open 
skies” access (teal between 
Britain and the United 
States — and this had been 
positive enough for the 
alliance to be announced 

But he denied that any 
deal had been sewn up in 
advance. 

“We have been discussing 
this transaction in confi-. 
dence with the British gov- 
ernment and we have had 
the indication from them 
that they would be willing 
to enter into discussions 
with the United States gov- 
ernment,” he affirmed. 
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Richard Branson, Virgin 
Atlantic’s high-profile 
owner, immediately pledged 
to prevent the alliance from 
going ahead. "We will stop 
it,” Ml Branson told 
Reuters in an interview. 

He said Virgin would 
lobby the U.S. Justice 
Department bard and blitz 
the media with an advertis- 
ing campaign if the alliance 
looked like being waived 
through by U.S. and U.K. 
authorities. 

"If this British govern- 
ment wants to portray itself 
as the friend of big business 
and not the friend of compe- 
tition, then we will..^pend a 
great deal of money making 
sure the public realise what 
its all about,” Mr. Branson 
said. 

Mr. Branson kicked off his 
campaign against the deal 
by hiring a a red double- 
decker London bus to drive 
by B.A.'s news conference 
at London’s plush Waldorf 
Hotel, carrying a brass bond 
and decked with hand-writ- 
ten banners declaring "B. A., 
no way”. 

If the B.A.-American 
alliance is approved, ana- 
lysts said it will end years of 


heartache for both earners 
in their search for a suitable 
alliance on the key transat- 
lantic market, where some 
70 airlines compete on 
routes from Europe to the 
Americas. 

Industry executives say 
the proposed alliance could 
lead to Britain agreeing to 
give all U.S. airlines access 
to London’s Heathrow air- 
port, die world’s busiest 
international hub. 

Britain and the United 
States have been trying for 
the last five years to agree 
an "open skies” deal to 
replace their 1977 Bermuda 
II Air Transport Treaty 
which heavily restricts 
which airlines can fly where 
between the two countries. 
The main sticking points 

have been American 
Airlines’ insistence on get- 
ting open access to 
Heathrow. 

British Airways, which 
has 38 per cent of all run- 
way slots at London's major 
airport, have insisted open 
access should be denied 
unless the United States lifts 
its 25 per cent limit on for- 
eign ownership of U.S. 
Airlines. 


Asia-Pacific air traffic to 
hit 200m passengers by 2000 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Air 
traffic to and from the Asia- 
Pacific region will reach 200 
million passengers hv 2000. 
propelled by liberalisation 
of air transport and develop- 
ment of new airports, a re- 
port has said. 

Demand for air transport 
in the region is growing 
faster than in any other part 
of the world on the back of 
its rapid economic growth, 
said the report prepared by 
the International Air 
Transport Association 
(1ATA). 

Asia-Pacific passenger 
traffic grew at an average 
10.3 per cent per annum be- 
tween 1985 and 1993. reach- 
ing 112 million, or 35.3 per 
.cenL.of-the-wodd-iotal.-said | 
Ajtej rup^i-emided: . Asia-? 
Pacific Arr Traffic Growth 
and Constraints. 

The number of passen- 
gers travelling to and from 
the region is forecast to grow 
by 8.6 per cent a year from 
1993 to 2000. reaching 200 
million, or 41.2 per cent of 
the worldwide scheduled in- 
ternational air traffic, the re- 
port said. 

It forecast a further 7.1 
per cent growth in Asia- 
Pacific traffic between 2000 
and 2010. reaching 398 mil- 
lion or 50.5 per cent of the 
world total. 

IATA had prepared the 
report for the air transport 
action group comprising 
more than 90 airlines, air- 
craft manufacturers, airport 
operators, travel agents, 
consumer associations and 
other travel-related groups. 

Air transport liberalisa- 
tion. opening of new air- 


port;, in such destinations as 
Macau. Hong Kong. Osaka. 
Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok 
and the rising affluence and 
travel lust of Asians were 
cited as reasons for spurring 
travel. 

Low traffic base in sev- 
eral countries with large 
travel potential, such as 
China and Vietnam, and ex- 
panding intra Asia-Pacific 
trade are other factors 
spurring on travel growth. 

Japan. China and Hong 
Kong were forecast to regis- 
ter the largest increases in 
absolute terms in traffic be- 
tween 1993 and 2010. 

The report said Japan, 
will remain as the region's 
; dominant air traffic market. 
: dccoUnting for" 53 ' million 
'passengers by 20(Ht and 90.9 
million hv 2010. up from 
34.9 million in 1993. 

Hong Kong passenger 
traffic will reach 41.1 mil- 
lion by 2000 and 72.3 mil- 
lion in 2010. up from 24.4 
million in 1993. it said. 

China's traffic was pro- 
jected to rise to 24.7 million 
hy 2000 and 62.3 million by 
2010. up from S.3 million in 
1993. 

But Vietnam will achieve 
the most rapid growth, with 
traffic set to increase from 
barely 1.2 million passen- 
gers in 1993 io 3.9 million 
in 2000 and 17.4 million hv 
2010. 

IATA said raising the 
number of flights, both new 
routes and increased freqen-. 
cies. will become the most 
important way to cope with 
future travel demand in the 
Asia-Pacific. 
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JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shopsi? 
6th circle, Amman 
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PENTHOUSE 
Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 
For Rent 

Location: in Tla’ A1 Afi. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent 
finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

• *- i 

Profcsrional Quality* in 
1 Hour Service 1 

i 

Develop yonri colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• M VMMO photm 



NABEL 

1 HEAL ESTATE | 


*REINT 

Deluxe Villas 
D t;- 

■ ) Appartmcnis 
in Amman 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 AM 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898587 

T Tn.ni tftbulDft 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 



DOLLAR ■ 


KSHTACJkM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

TeL 693399 


For Res. 612997 - 31-1118 
Mecca St, Daoud Center 




RENT A CAR 




Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 



A review of news from the Arabic press 

Travel , tourism offices go 
to court to demand 
cancellation of new 
tourism regulation 


THE JORDAN Travel Agents Association (JTAA) has 
filed a lawsuit 3t the Higher Court of Justice to annul the 
new- tourism regulation and ihe '‘unjust articles" it con- 
tains. JATT President Lamie Haddadin said. He said 
regulation No. 14 ( 19%) contravened the tourism law No. 
2U { 1988). He demanded that the article* requiring higher 
capital and financial guarantees be abolished. According to 
the new regubtion. the Ministry of Tourism is imposing 
two tvpes of guarantees. The first to be for JD 25.000 for 
classification purposes and the second, also for JD 25.000. 
for those office* which organi*e tour packages. The 
ministry is requesting the first guarantee to secure the 
rights of airline companies and offices as well as the public* 
Mr. Haddadin said. The JTAA counters that travel agents 
provide other additional guarantees in excess of the 
amount requested to airline offices and. as such, the airline 
companies have their rights guaranteed and there is n» 
need for duplicity on the issue of guarantees. 

As for the second guarantee. Mr. Haddadin pointed out 
thar tourism and travel establishments seek to minimise the 
cost for the tourists coming to visit Jordan and to 
Jordanians, especially limited- income groups. By deman- 
ding an additional guarantee, he argued, “these offices will 
have additional costs which would result in making the 
Jordanian market unattractive and uncompetitive from a 
pricing point of view." 

Mr.' Haddadin said that there were other articles in the 
regulation that JTAA is seeking to rewrite. "We are not 
objecting to the regulation but »c want to formulate a new 
modem one." he said describing the regulation issued by 
the ministry as a "collective punishment" of tourist offices. 
He asserted that between 2(H) and 250 of these offices 
would be forced to dose for not being able to meet the 
requirements which also stipulate increasing the number of 
employee* and issuing insurance policies to tourist*. 

According to the JTAA head, the insurance policies is an 
additional issue. "As long as the tourist is insured on the 
plane, in the tourist coach and at the hotel, then the tourist 
office should not be responsible for the personal actions of 
the tourist." Another point of concern. Mr. Haddadin said, 
was the attempts by some foreign tourist offices not to 
settle their financial obligations to the Jordanian offices 
which incur losses as a result of that. 

"To stop some violation a new regulation should he 
formulated that would have a greater power that the 
strength of finandal guarantees as seen by the ministry. 
Other penalties are required through formulating a new 
regulation that would protect the right fo everybody." Mr. 
Haddadin stressed. He said that the association had made 
many contracts and held many meetings with the official* of 
the ministry but all the efforts to reach an amicable solution 
have failed. 

For its parts, the ministry has issued warnings to many- 
tourist offices to implement the new regulations or have 
their offices closed (Al Aswqq).. 
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London Exchange Rates 


London(R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion- 
markets Wednesday. 


$1. 00 cost 1.3652/62 
1.5352/62 
1.7192/02 
1.2644/54 
31.58/62 
5.2033/83 
1548.6/0.1 
109.28/38 
6.7090/90 
6.5580/30 
5.9211/61 
1. 4088/98 
0.7916/21 
7.7410/13 

One Sterling SI. 5368/78 

Gold (ounce) S384.80/385 


Canadian dollar 
German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese Yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 

.30 
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FULLY FURNISHED 
OFFICES 

DAILY - WEEKLY 
MONTHLY 

FULL SUPPORT OF 
SECRETARY WORKS AND 
TELEPHONE LINES. 

Al Shmeisani 
TEL: 689374 - 689373 
, FAX : 689368 ^ A - 












Sonics tired of character question 

Bulls could wrap up NBA title today 


SEATTLE (R) — The 
Seattle Supersonics axe tired 
of the character question. 

One defeat away from 
being swept out of the NBA 
finals by the tough, experi- 
enced Chicago Bulls, the 
taleoted Sonics are being 
asked all over again 
whether they have what it 
takes mentally in a champi- 
onship series, in view of 
their relative inexperience 
and recent history of under- 
achievement. 

“I really think that’s a 
pressured, unfair pressure 
question,” coach George 
Karl said at practice a day 
before Game 4. “This 
team's proven itself. I have 
all the belief in the world 
it's going to perform. ” 

Karl pointed out that after 
being upset in the first play- 
off round the past two sea- 
sons. his Sonics travelled a 
tough road to the finals this 
year, surviving a scare 
against the Sacramento 
Kings, sweeping the 
defending champion 

Houston Rockets and grind- 
ing out a seven-game win 
over the Utah Jazz. 

“This team is playing in 
the finals, and it's got here 
through a nightmare of 
Sacramento, a nightmare of 
two years, coming back 
against Utah when there 
was all types of criticism, 
beating a championship 
team in Houston. 

“What else do you want? 
What else do you want?' 
Kail asked. 

“My team played a bad 
basketball game in Game 
3.” he admitted. 
“Unfortunately, our bad 
game came on our home- 
court in a must-win situa- 
tion. 

“But it's ludicrous (to 
question their character). 
We fought in Chicago with 
a tremendous amount of 
heart and guts.” 

Seattle’s main man, 
Shawn Kemp, said dismis- 
sively: “Anytime that you 
lose ballgames at playoff 
time people, are always 
going to come up with sto- 
ries, they’re always going to 
come up with something 
negative.’' 

Kemp became a little testy 




Seattle SuperSonics’ forward Shawn Kemp talks to 
reporters about his team’s chances in the NBA finals 
prior to practise in Seattle. June XI. The SuperSonics 
trail the Chicago Bulls 3-0 in the best-of-seven series. 
(Reuters photo) 


when asked if he was pre- 
pared to assume the burden 
of “a true superstar” — 
putting his team on his back 
and carrying them. 

“A true superstar is a play- 
er who goes out and plays to 
win,” said Kemp. 

“You don’t see Michael 
Jordan putting his team on 
his back and scoring a hun- 
dred points every game. 
There’s other guys over 
there playing. I don't know 
what you see, but I see it 
different, buddy.” 

Even the easy-going Sam 
Perkins came as close as he 
gets to impatience when 
asked if be was tired of die 
way Jordan’s Bulls had 
seemingly . .already, -.been 
“anointed— as champions. 

“It’s not that Im tired of 
it,” said Perkins. “I have to 
be here. I have to get 
through it” 

Kail said he was consider- 
ing starting Perkins, who 


already plays the bulk of 
Seattle's minutes at centre, 
instead of Ervin Johnsoo. 

Karl admitted Johnson 
and backup swingman 
Vincent Askew are unhappy 
with their decreased playing 
time. “Vinnie and Ravin are 
both feeling that kind of 
mentality ” he said. 

But Kemp and guard Gary 
Payton denied any problem. 

‘This is ridiculous, every- 
body’s fine said Payton. 
“Nobody's upset about 
nothing.” 

Those are just rumours” 
said Kemp. “I’ve beard 
about that stuff. I’ve talked 
to them guys. None of them 
guys have said anything. 
Vincent hasn't . said, any: 

; thing, Ervihliasn’t said ‘any- '■ 
' thing.” , 

While resenting the ques- 
tions about their own matu- 
rity, the Sonics agreed that 
the Bulls’ toughness is 
unmistakeahle. 


TO LET 

Two bedrooms, fully-fumished, centrally heated garden flat with private telephone 
line at 49, Mithqa! AJ Fayez Street Jaba! Amman, close to Zahran Post Office. 
For more information please telephone 623600 or 644719 



( DELUXE BUILDING FOR RENT 

Consists of 6 flats. Each consists of a lounge, salon, 3 bedrooms, kitchen and bathroom. 
Located at A! Tila'a, Qasr Khaida. 

V Tel: 604739 
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BRITISH 

LIFESTYLE 

EXHIBITION 


BRITISH LIFESTYLE 
EXHIBITION 

FORTE GRAND HOTEL 
16 - 19 JUNE 1996 

Over 100 companies represcnrin.il 
the tour home countries of Great 
Britain (Enel a n J , No rr hern 
Ireland. So >r land and Wales) will 
he exhibiting their quality 
consumer products at the Forte 
Grand Hotei, 16 to i9 June from 
11:00 a. m. to 7:00 p.m. 

All the companies participating arc 
looking tor investment opportuni- 
ties or audits to represent them in 
Iordan. 


“Chicago is playing a 48- 
minute mentality that we 
have not seen over tbe past 
year," said Karl. 

“They all seem to have 
that mental toughness that 
you need,” said veteran 
guard Hersey Hawkins, who 
was forced to softly protest: 
“I don’t think we’re imma- 
ture.” 

Karl admitted that if be 
had it all to do over again he 
would make a greater effort 
to protect his players from 
certain distractions in tbe 
finals. 

“You go into practice and 
it just seems sometimes 
everybody’s thinking about 
something else — where 
we’re going afterwards, 
what’s happening before, 
what are we doing tonight. 

“Because of my supersti- 
tion 1 didn't prepare for this 
round until we won Utah,” 
said the first-time finals 
coach. 

Karl chided the press for 
emphasising personal statis- 
tics and rapped tbe league’s 
marketers for pushing the 
flashy aspects of the NBA 
game. 

“As coaches we don’t 
even understand what 
you’re writing about half 
the time,” he told reporters. 

“We know what the guts 
of success are. And some- 
times you get to it but.. The 
marketing people have no 
clue about the guts. 

“A1 they want are slam 
dunks. blocked shots, 
behind-the-back passes. Tbe 
one thing good about 
Dennis Rodman, he is 
bringing attention to a game 
that is dirty and tough and 
workmanlike.” 

That is the kind of game 
he expects from his Sonics 
tonight-, .“Tomorrow . night 
will be a huge challenge to 
our pride,” said KarL 

“Tomorrow is the biggest 
pride game,” echoed 
Payton. 


Muster, 
Becker 
through 
at Queens 

LONDON (AFP) — Top 
seed Thomas Muster and 
Boris Becker reached the 
third round of the Artois 
Tournament at Queen’s 
Club here on Tuesday, but 
Muster had to fight to edge 
Guillaume Raoux of 
France in three sets. 

The Austrian clay court 
specialist eventually came 
through 6-7 (5/7), 7-5, 7-6 
(7/2), while Becker sailed 
past south African Chris 
Haggard in straight sets. 6- 
4,6-2. 

Earlier, Frenchman Guy 
Forget put aside a con- 
frontation with an umpire 
to reach tbe second round 
by beating Chris Wilkinson 
of Britain 6-2 7-6 (7/1). 

Ninth-seeded Foiget, 
who beat Boris Becker 
before losing to Pete 
Sampras in last year’s 
final, dominated tbe first 
before Wilkinson, ranked 
136 in tbe world, fought 
back to have two set points 
at 5-4 in tbe second, only to 
squander them and lose on 
the tiebreak. 

At one point in tbe sec- 
ond set, forget became 
angry with the umpire after 
Wilkinson was awarded the 
point when tbe Briton 
appeared to have illegally 
scooped a shot over the net. 

Forget spent several min- 
utes miming a replay of the 
incident as he sat on his 
chair between games. 

“I thought it was one con- 
tinuous movement and the 
shot was good,” was 
Wilkinson’s verdct 

In a first round encounter, 
Tun Henman. Britain’s 
number one, defeated 
Argentina’s 16th seed 
Javier Frana 6-7 6-4. 

Australians Wayne 
Arthurs . ’ and _ ; lyfichael 
Tebbutt ’ saw Their 1 ; intere st 
in the ' toumameBP ‘end 
when they went out to 
Martin Datnm of the Czech 
Republic and dAvid 
Wheaton of the United 
States. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
AND CAR FOR SALE 

1. Fully-fumished, 3 bedrooms, located at 4th Circle, 
Jabal Amman. 

2. 1987 1 roc Z Camaro. 

Please call Tel: 638000 - office hours. 


For Rent In Um Uthaina /W Al All 

1. 1st floor flat in Um Uthaina, 2 levels, consists of 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, sitting + Irving + dining, balcony, American Oak 
kitchen, central heating, car park, central antenna, telephona 
2. Ground floor semi villa In TIa' AJ All, consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, sitting + living, kitchen, balcony, central heating, car 
park, front garden. 

Please call 823635 (Fit 822564 from 9 ami. - 8 pjn. ) 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 
FULLY EQUIPPED 


* 1 5 bedrooms, 3 salons, 2 living rooms, 


2 dining rooms, 2 telephone lines. 


Tel: 81 6947, 818634, 681088 



CAR FOR SALE 



6off Can variable Model 19E> white colar, excellent condition 
for Bore information please contact 09 - 950200 ( Mr IFRAM ) 
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Major League Baseball ^ ^ 

Bullett leads Cubs past Phillies 



PHILADELPHIA (R) — Scott Bullett went 
5-for-5 with a homer and four RBI and 
Mike Campbell allowed two runs over 
seven innings in his first start of the season 
to lead the Chicago Cubs to a 9-2 rout of the 
stra ggling Philadelphia Phillies Tuesday. 

Bullett ignited a three-nin first inning 
with a RBI single, added another in the fifth 
smA hit a two-nui homer in the sixth to give 
the Cubs a 9-2 lead. He entered the game 
hitting .222 (6-for-27) but saw his average 
rocket to .344. 

“I was in one of those zones*” Bullett said. 
“Every pitch that was coming, I was right 
on it I flunk they could have thrown a golf 
h alf and I would have fait it” 

Camp bell (1-8) gave up five hits, walked 
one and struck out five. Jim Bullinger 
retired tbe final six batters. 

The Cubs extended their win streak to 
four and have won 10 of their last 1 1 meet- 
ings with the Phils, who have dropped six in 
a row, scoring just seven runs in their last 
five games. 

In San Francisco, Nelson Uriano’s two- 
run triple capped a five-run sixth inning and 
Denny Neagle allowed two runs over 5 2/3 
innings to lift tbe Pittsburgh Pirates past the 
Giants. 7-2, completing a 7-1 west coast 
road trip. 

Tbe Pirates went 2-0 against the Giants. 

3- 0 against the San Diego Padres and 2-1 
against the Los Angeles Dodgers on their 
current western swing. 

Tbe Pirates entered the sixth trailing 2-0 
against Giants starter osvaldo femandez (3- 
6), but rallied for five runs. Liriano’s triple 
off reliever Jose Bautista capped the out- 
burst to. stake Pittsburgh to a 5-2 advantage. 

hi Montreal, Dave Silvestri’s RBI single 
capped a seventh-inning rally as the Expos 
snapped a three-game slide with a 3-2 win 
over tbe Honda Marlins. 

Trailing 2-1 entering the seventh, the 
Expos pushed across a pair of runs against 
Marlins starter Kevin Brown (4-5). Danin 
Fetcher scored on a throwing error by sec- 
ond baseman Ralph Milliard to tie the game 
and Sflvestri delivered a single to right, 
bringing home the winning run. 

Tim Scott (2-1). retired tbe final batter in 
the seventh to notch tbe victory. 

In New York, Tony Graffanino’s sacrifice 
fly in the top of the 13th inning scored 
Chipper Jones to lift the Atlanta Braves to a 

4- 3 victory over die Mets. 

Pedro Borbon (1-0) struck out two over 1 
1/3 scoreless innings for tbe win and rookie 
Terrell Wade retired all three batters he 
faced in the 13th for his first career save. 

New York rallied for a 3-2 lead in the sev- 
enth when lance Johnson’s Major-Leagne 
leading IOrh triple sent home tim bogar. 
Atlanta tied it on a Jones sacrifice fly that 
seat home Marquis Grissom. ■, ^; m , 

Pan! 3 Byrd. (Qrijr.prtehed the last two. 
innings for the loss. 

At Colorado.Trenidad Hubbard singled in 
Walt Weiss to snap an eighth-inning tie to 
boost the Rockies to a 7-5 victory over the 
Houston Astros. 

Anthony Young (2-3) left in the eighth 
with runners on first and second and hub- 
bard greeted Xavier Hernandez with a sin- 
gle op tbe middle for tbe go-abead run. 

Reliever Garvin Alston (1-0) retired the 
last two batters in the eighth for the win. 

Tbe Astros had tied the game at 5-5 with ’ 
three runs in the seventh, sparked by Bill 
Spiers's two-run homer off rodries starter 
Kevin Ritz. 

In Los Angeles, Donovan Osborne 
allowed one run in 7 2/3 innings and he and 
Brian Jordan drove in two runs apiece to 
lead the Sl Louis Cardinals to a 6-3 win 
over the Dodgers. 

Osborne (5-3) scattered nine hits, striking 
out three without a walk. 

After the Dodgers pulled within 2-1 on an 
RBI single by Raul Mondesi in the bottom 
of the fourth, tbe Cards rebounded with 
runs in tbe fifth and sixth and two in die 
seventh. 

Osborne helped fads cause with an RBI 
double for a 4-1 lead. Gaetti went 4-for-5 
with a ibi single and Jordan had two hits for 
Sl Louis. 

In San Diego, rookie Chad Mottola hit a 
two-run homer in the fourth inning and 
Kevin Jarvis allowed one run over 5 2/3 
innings as tbe Cincinnati Reds beat the 
slumping Padres 4-1. 

The Reds scored two runs in tbe third off 
starter Fernando Valenzuela (3-4) when Joe 
Oliver doubled homed Taubensee and Eric 
Owens lofted a sacrifice fly to score Oliver. 

Cincinnati made it 4-0 in the fourth when 
Mottola’s two-run shot off Valenzuela 
sailed over the centre-field wall. 

Tony Gwynn had three hits, including a 
solo homer, for tbe Padres, losers of five in 
a row and eight of their last nine games. 

Boston cools streaking 

White Sox 

Mike Stanley capped a seven-run seventh 
inning with a three-run homer and Vaughn 
E she l man allowed one earned rim over 
seven innings as the Boston Red Sox cooled 
off the streaking White Sox with a 9-2 vic- 
tory Tuesday. 

The White Sox, who entered the game 
tied with Cleveland for the Central Division 


lead, saw a 10-game home winning strefcj 
end with only their fourth loss in in 2i] jT 
games. 

Leading 1-0 after six, the Red Sox pwfltf. 
game away by roughing up White Sox 
starter Joe Magrane (1-3) and two relieve**; 
for seven nms the following inning. 

Jeff Frye had an RBI single, John Valentm 
followed with an RBI double, Jose Cansech- 
singled home two runs and Stanley deposit 
ed Bill Simas’ 2-1 pitch over the left-cenSsr 
field wall for his seventh homer and an 9^ . 
lead. 

Tun Naehring gave the Red Sox a 9-1 . 
bulge with his 11th homer in the ninth to;.' 
increase his batting average to .344. C. 

“Naehring is a very solid player fat 
said Boston Manager Terry Kennedy. Tfcr 
hit a big home run and made two huge 
defensive plays against (Frank) Thomas. .. 
Things like that get this team pumped up/*.. _ 
Eshelman (2-2), who also beat the White^ 
Sox five days ago, allowed six hits. The ' 
big key for them was that eshelman threw; : 
very well.” White Sox manager Ttriy 
Bevington said. _ G 

In Cleveland, Manny Ramirez lifted z 
sacrifice fly with the bases loaded in the£J| 
bonom of the 13th inning to score Afoot 
Belle with the winning run as the Indians 
rallied for a 6-5 victory over the Oakland " 
Athletics. 

Chad Ogea (3-0). the Indians’ seventh 
pitcher, worked a scoreless inning for the .' 
win, Ccleveland’s first in 19 games when 
trailing after eight innings. 

Oakland took a 5-1 lead into the ninth, but . 
Eddie Murray’s sac fly with the bases 
loaded plated Julio Franco with the tying 
run. Murray collected three RBI to move 
past Cari Yastrzemski into sole possession .• 
of ninth place on the all-time list with 
1,846. 

At Minnesota, Dan Wilson had a five hits . 
to pace a team-record 24-hit attack as the 
Seattle Mariners beat the Minnesota Twins 
18-8, spoiling Rick Aguilera’s return. 

Wilson had two hits in Seattle's six-run 
fourth inning and had three RBI and twoJ§’ 
runs scared as he went 5-for-6 to raise his 
batting average to .316. 

Alex Rodriguez and Joey Cora each had 
four hits and scored three runs for the 
mariners. 

Aguilera, who was activated from the dis- 
abled list Monday, was tagged for 10 runs 
. and 10. hits is three-plus innings. Bob Wells 
' (6^3) 'goGtife wfo despite giving up five 
runs. 

In Detroit, Cal Ripken homered and drove 
in three nms and Rafael Palmiero, Brady 
Anderson and Manny Alexander each had 
two-run singles as the Baltimore Orioles 
snapped a four-game losing streak with a 
12-9 victory over the Tigers. 

Rocky Coppinger (1-0) won his major- 
league debut, allowing four earned runs and 
seven hits in five innings. 

The Tigers jumped to a 2-0 lead, but the 
Orioles struck for five runs in (he third off , 
starter Felipe Lira (3-6). sparked by Christ 
Hoiles’ 10th homer. 

In Toronto, Tino Martinez and Mariano 
Duncan homered and Andy Petrine bec ame 
the second 10-game winner in the American 
League as the New York Yankees continued 
their recent dominance of the Blue Jays 
with a 6-4 victory. 

Pethtte (10-3) allowed four runs and eight 
hits over 6-2/3 innings, joining Cleveland’s 
Charles Nagy in the 10-victory club. John 
Wetteland pitched a perfect ninth for his 
16th save as the Yanks beat tbe Jays for the 
16th time in their last 17 meeting*. 

In Kansas City, Jorge Fabregas had three 
iuts and Chuck McEroy won for the second 
time in as many games as the California 
Angels rallied from a four-run deficit to 
beat the Royals 11-9. 

Fabregas went 3-for-4 with a walk and 
had an RBI single in the fourth inning for 
foe Angels, who erased a 6-2 deficit with a - 
four-run fifth and a three- run seventh. * 

McEroy (2-0) allowed two hits in 1 2/3 
innings for foe win. Jim Abbott started for 
foe Angels, whose fifth-inning rally enabled 
nun to avoid his 10th loss. 

At Texas, John Jaha had four hits and 
*ove m four nms and Dave Nilsson added 
t«o h.K and three RBI to power the 

rr g :; Brewers 10 a 1+4 thumpin? ° f 

,n^ns ICD ° nald (6 - 3) aII < wed four runs 

° VC G 2/3 innings for «* 

and^i^ G )was "PI* 11 for nine runs 
and etght hrts m 3 Vi innings as the 

pi cbers e ™ P,ed f ° r 20 h ‘ ,S ° ff f° ur Texas 
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Before 

Sunrise 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Bruce Willis 


Die Hard 3 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1" 

Clint Eastwood & Meryl Streep 

* The Bridges of 

Madison County 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 


* CONCORD “2” 

Mrs. Doubtfire show: 3:30 
Under Siege 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will Shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 




presentT^^ 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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6$ Romania face Bulgaria today 

"inning %rdanescu delays decision on showdown 
,nh loss \ 

n in iJEWCASTLE (AFP) — Romania coach Anghel Iordanes- 
ie Red c A. *e target of heavy criticism, is delaying deciding his 
ig Un J 0 * Pw . team for their crucial tie against Bulgaria here Thursday. 

1 a,,/ { lordanescu, whose side fell 1-0 to France following a 

inn re lic error ’ has had abuse heaped on him by the ever 
f lq hin«. • demanding Romanian press corps following his team’s for- 
^ J oh n mne. 

J&le - Jose c y He has been upset by claims that, he and his team is too 
‘d Stan| cv and clearly beyond it. 

>vcr ih e “1 rfon’t know whai you hope to achieve by saying I am 
homer ■ 1156,655 and that the team is old and past its sell-by-daie. 

Jnd ms.- That’s rubbish. I don’t have to prove myself my con- 

science is clear and I can sleep at night," he fumed. 

The Romanian media are demanding keeper Bogdan Ste- 




MX a ; 

y ,n lh e n, n ' jea be axed, after he miscalculated and raced off Ms line in 
.?* t 44 tbe opener against France only to look hark and see 

!, d pU er f Christophe Dugany’s looping header sail into the empty 


net. 

But lordanescu refuses to be steamrollered. 

*TI1 weigh everything op in the next two days but Stelea 


ay Rt nned v 

1 

U'tunk) Tv _ 

?ani n Um has had a lot of good games and contributed to us being 

so hr' mped I 1 here hi the first place," said lordanescu. 

ife % -He felt very guilty for that mistake, very responsible, 
v' v ^ 7- and he has taken it very badly. But I’m sure it will be his 
^hdman % last. He is working so very hard and he has the profession- 
miinager t ' al solidarity of his teammates behind him." 

7 Against France, Romania showed little of the excitement 
Ramirez u and flair which made them such a Mt on their run to the 
son | v , , . t '*- 1994 World Cup quarter-final, but lordanescu remained 
i> SVi 16 'V^hnistic. 

y n ^' rc % -^The match against Bulgaria will be vital but we can win 
N !f1c kit* it and we can still qualify," he said. 
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Striker Florin Raducioiu, who is to play for West Ham 
next season. looked unfit and had to be taken off at half- 
time against France which must sorely cause concern for 
lordanescu. 

But veteran playmaker Gheorghe Hagi remains con- 
vinced Romania can still make the quarter-finals. 

“I think we are one of the best teams in the tournament. 
We must beat Bulgaria and I believe we can," said Hagi. 

Meanwhile the Bulgarian squad will be staying Wednes- 
day and Thursday nights in a Newcastle hotel. They will 
also possibly move into a hotel at Newton Aycliffe south of 
Newcastle when the Romanians move out to prepare for 
their last group match at Leeds. 

But coach Dimitar Penev has not yet decided whether to 
leave their base al Scarborough after the players com- 
plained of being bored in the qniet seaside town — the 
players only had golf, table tennis and snooker to keep 
them occupied. 

Bobby Mikhailov, the reading keeper, said the general 
v.iTik- s mvt mood was the players would be more happier to stay iD the 
IVC -ind rs. jjore vibrant Newcastle. 

I 1 '! r:ii-< t Bulgarians marked their run to the 1 994 World Cup semi- 
final with well-documented drinking, smoking and party- 
> i '• *t t c:iv h t Mg, flying in the face of traditional sports science, perhaps 
,’v t0T t explaining there desire for a livelier town. 
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Hami Mamfirali of Turkey (L) avoids the tackle oTAlen Boksic of Croatia during the 
two teams European Socrar Championship wiatrh The European Soccer Champi- 
onship is the Largest sports event held in England in the last thirty years.( Reuters 
photo) 

Vlaovic’s moment of magic gives Croatia victory 


NOTTINGHAM (Rj — A 
stunning solo goal by sub- 
stitute Goran Vlaovic four 
minutes from time gave 
Croatia a 1-0 win over 
Turkey in a disappointing 
Group D game which com- 
pleted the first series of 
matches in Euro 96 Tues- 
day. 

Vlaovic, who replaced the 
bandaged Alen Boksic after 
73 minutes, picked up the 
ball in his own half, out- 
paced the chasing defend- 
ers and after running fully 
50 metres rounded goal- 
keeper Rustu Recber for the 
winner. 

It was his fifth goal in 
only his eighth 
international and was the 
only memorable moment of 
a game which had flashes 
of individual skill from 
both teams but was largely 
a disappointing spectacle 
on a cold, rainy night in a 
half-filled ground. 

Croatia had far more of 
the play and looked the 
more likely to score. But. 
they rarely penetrated, a 
Turkish u-- defence arnuhiofe ■ 
always seemed to have hien 
behind die ball. 

Croatia bad three chances 
to score from back-post 


headers but Mario Stanic, 
Zvoni mir Bob an and Davor 
Suker all missed out. 

Turkey, who like Croatia 
were playing in the Euro- 
pean Championship Finals 
for the first time, created a 
number of half chances of 
their own but left striker 
Hakan Sukur isolated in 
attack for long periods. 

Too often when they 
broke our of defence they 
wasted their advantage with 
a succession of poor final 
passes. Turkey, urged on 
by the vociferous support 
of around 15,000 fans in die 
22,000-crowd, made a 
bright stan and Sergen Yal- 
cin tried his luck with a 
long-range shot after 11 
minutes. 

The Turks, with Abdullah 
Ercan and skipper Ogun 
Temizkanoglu showing 
invention, also played some 
nice football in midfield, 
but their attacks petered out 
in the final third, allowing 
Croatia to launch several 
counter offensives. 

But with two defenders 
on Zvonimir. Boban, one.of 
their mMh playmakers who 
had a largely ineffectual 
game before going off after 
57 minutes, the Croatians 


tended to play the long ball 
forward — and their attacks 
also came to nothing. 

Apart from the goal, the 
one exception came in the 
67th minute when Robert 
Prosinecld and Robert Jami 
worked an intelligent free 
kick on the left, iami’s far- 
post cross found Suker 
whose dose-range header 
somehow bounced wide of 
a gaping goal. 

The winning goal also 
came on the counter-attack, 
almost directly from a 
Turkish comer. 

The game did little to dis- 
pel the feeling that at 80-1. 
Turkey have little chance of 
advancing to the quarter- 
finals, although they have 
some good technique and 
look one of the finest sides 
in the competition. 

Croatia, tipped as tourna- 
ment dark horses, will need 
to improve on this poor per- 
formance in their next 
match , against defending 
Champions Denmark ' at 
Sheffield on Sunday if they 
are to be taken as realistic, 
potential champions. 
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Euro ’96 

Germany and Italy become 
firm favourites for final 


LONDON (AFP) —Rock 
solid Germany and lethal 
Italy are firm favourites to 
meet in the Euro 96 final at 
Wembley on June 30 after 
their convincing opening 
wins this week. 

While most teams had to 
settle with thaws, the two 
powerhouses of European 
football immediately took 
the pressure off themselves 
by winning first time out. 

Germany beat Czech 
Republic 2-0 but paid a 
high price for their efforts. 
Goals from Andreas 
Moeller and Christian 
Ziege earned the victory 
but the injured Jurgen 
Kohler will play no more 
pan in the tournament. 

Italy beat Russia 2-1, 
striker Pierluigi Casiraghi 
twice slicing the Russian 
defence like a stiletto. And 
the team escaped injury 
free. 

“They were really solid," 
remarked German striker 
Oliver Bierboff, who plays 
in Italy for Serie A club 
Udinese. 

So were Germany in their 
destruction of Czech 
Republic. 

TTie two performances 
were by far the most 
impressive of the tourna- 
ment to date. Al! teams 
have played one match a 
piece and most of them 
have plenty of work to do if 
they hope to halt the Ger- 
man-Italy rush towards 
Wembley. 

Holland, one of the pre- 
championship favourites, 
could do nothing more than 
finish with a goalless draw 
against lowly Scotland. 

Although Swedish referee 
Leif Sundall missed a bla- 
tant handball by Scottish 
midfielder John Collins in 
the sixth minute which 
would have given Holland 
a penalty, the reality is that 
the 

Dutch, despite all their 
chance,- could not get the 
ball in the back of the net. 


In feet, most of the teams 
have been having trouble 
scoring. 

After eight matches only 
13 goals have been scored 

— a miserable tally which 
simply underlines the lack 
of real strikers suffered by 
most teams. 

But if goals have been a 
rare commodity, yellow 
and red cards have been 
flashing with almost 
obscene regularity as the 
men in black take UEFA’s 
get tough stance to the 
limit. 

With over six cards a 
game, some teams risk not 
being able to field eleven 
players in the latter stages 
of ibe tournament if the ref- 
erees do not ease up. 

Under the championship 
rules, a second yellow card 
means a one-match suspen- 
sion. 

Italy only picked up two 
yellow cards against Russia 

— De me trio Alberti ni and 
Roberto Donadoni. But 
Germany are in deep trou- 
ble — collecting six against 
Czechoslovakia. 

But Vogts has no inten- 
tion of changing his side's 
uncompromising style of 
play. 

“We wall connnue to play- 
in the same way. If we hold 
back in a match, we'll have 
no chance of making the 
second round," said Vogts. 

Euro 96 outsiders Croatia 


remain mere dark horses 
after their uninspiring 1-0 
win over Turkey. They did 
little to show they could 
prove a threat to either Ger- 
many or Italy. 

The strongest spoiler in 
the pack is Bulgaria and 
their brilliant striker Hristo 
Stoichkov. The Parma play- 
er is never better when he is 
sounding off, complaining 
about everyone and every- 
thing. 

Since the tournament 
began, he has been in fine 
voice, managing to get 
himself booked against 
Spain after telling Italian 
referee Piero Ceccarini 
once too often his impres- 
sions on his performance to 
date. 

It was classic Sroichkov 
and so were his two goals 
in the match. Defending 
champions Denmark 
stretched out a 1-1 draw 
with Portugal and although 
they should at least reach 
the quarter-finals, they have 
done nothing to show that 
they will become the first 
team in championship his- 
tory to defend their title. 

England are too busy- 
denying the latest drunken 
orgy allegations to be con- 
sidered serious contenders 
while France, although 
convincing enough against 
Romania, are looking more 
towards the 1995 world 
cup. 


DUTY UNPAID PEUGEOT + PAJERO FOR SALE 

Peugeot GL 405, model 1996, stick shift, electric windows, 
air-conditioned. Price: JD 8.650. 

Mitsubishi Pajero, model 1995, stick shift, conditioned, 
mileage 8,000 km. Price: JD 15,500. 

Tel: 07934414 

NB: The two vehicles are found at Dahiat Al Rashid. 


CAR FOR SALE ( Duty Unpaid ) 


Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited Edition VS 5.2L, , .1995 Model, 
like new, only 8.000 miles, color dark green, Full option. 


PLEASE CONTACT (079) 23234 


ViHeneuve makes emotional appearance 
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MONTREAL (R) — 

Jacques Villeneuve makes 
an emotional appearance 
on the circuit named after 
his late father Gilies in 
' Sunday's Canadian Grand 
as he seeks his sec- 
ond win of his debut sea- 
son. 

Villeneuve recorded his 
first Formula One victory 
in last month’s European 
Grand Prix at the Nuer- 
burgring in Germany. 

He then finished second 
in the Spanish Grand Prix 
two weeks ago and cur- 
rently ties joint second in 
the m title chase, just 17 
points behind Williams’ 
team mate Damon Hill of 
Bri tain. 

“Montreal is going to be 
a tittle bit crazy with the 
Canadian fans," said Vil- 
leneuve, whose father 
won die race in a Ferrari 
in 1978. 

“But for sure it is going 
to be a lot of fun if every- 
- ing goes right.” 

Hill's best performance 
here came two years ago 
when he finished second 
but he remains hopeful 
that he can withstand the 
challenge of a resurgent 
Michael Schumacher. 

Defending champion 
Schumacher celebrated 
his first victory for the 
Ferrari team in the rain- 
drenched Spanish Grand 
Prix in Barcelona and said 
later he was_ hopeful of 
retaining his title. 

“The world champi- 
onship is opeD again,” he 
said. “Usually I am a real- 
ist, now I feel more of an 
optimist” 

Hill is also optimistic. 

"The circuit is okay, 
although it is not one of 
the great tracks,” he said. 
"But the radng is good 
■there, especially with the 
■^unge that has created 
the long straight and a 
good overtaking opportu- 

^There is always a good 
crowd in Montreal, they 
love their motor sport, and 
Jacques being there will 
add to that." . 

Frenchman Jean Alesi 


raced to Ms first victory 
with Ferrari here last year 
and hopes now to repeat 
his feat with the Benetton 
teanui 

“Last year it was won- 
derful for me in Montreal 
and we had a lovely party, 
partly for my victory and 
partly for my 31st birth- 


day," said Alesi. "The 
team have been working 
very hard and we have 
become more and more 
competitive as the season 
has gone on. 

“But we still need to do 
that little bit more to take 
the final step and I cannot 
think of anywhere better 


to start winning than in 
Montreal.” 

Briton Martin Brundle, 
driving a Jordan, will be 
competing in his 150th 
Grand Prix. 


S u m m e k Season 
Special 




FAMILY 
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Vacation Plan Vacation Plan 

Planning a vacation this summer? 

Well, Taybet Zaman is just the place for you. 

With our new Family & Summer plans 
You'll have the best of times. 

After all, it's not everyday 
You can holiday in 19th century delights. 

Valid from June15th till August 31 st 1 996. 

Simply t he hesr op yesrenday. Today 
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For furthar information and reservations, please contact 
m .. TAYBET ZAMAN 

bflTll & ecsjjkt 

m 85^,^826735 ™. 03 3391 1 1 , Fax. 03 339101 

A product of Jordan Tourism Investments 


ARE YOU USTENING? 



We at Fastlink have been listening to our customers and in our continuous efforts to otter more 
and improve our service we would like to-let you know what we are doing! 

Fastlink is proud to announce that work is being completed on the installation of additional cell sites in 
the Greater Amman area. By installing additional cell sites, our constantly expanding network will 
strengthen low coverage areas and enable you to make and receive calls more easily. 

STAYING LINKED... THATS WHAT FASTLINK IS FOR! 



Fastlink 


For more information, please call us at 863 750 or 1 1 1 on your cellular. 
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Palestinian council postpones 
session in dispute with Israel 


NABLUS (Agencies) — 
The Palestinian legislative 
council postponed a 
planned session on the West 
Bank on Wednesday after 
deputies from the Gaza 
Strip were prevented from 
leaving the territory 
because they refused to 
submit to Israeli security 
checks, officials said. 

Ahmad Qouriea, the 
council's speaker, strongly 
protested what he said was 
an Israeli attempt to “hinder 
the work of the legislative 
council" and said the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) had demanded a 
meeting later the same day 
with Israeli officials to dis- 
cuss the standoff. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat was already 
in Nablus for what was to 
have been the council's first 
session in this northern 
West Bank city since it was- 
elected in January. 

Twenty Gaza deputies to 
the S8-member council 
have refused since Mon- 
day to submit to Israeli 
security checks at the Erez 
crossing from the Strip into 
Israel, saying they had not 
been subjected to such 
measures in the past. 

The army insisted that the 
deputies pass through metal 
detectors and open their 
bags for inspection. 

Israeli army spokesman 


Shlomo Dror denied that 
the demands represented 
exceptional measures. “It’s 
the same checking they 
have gone through in the 
past," he said. 

Mr. Dror confirmed the 
deputies’ right to travel to 
the West Bank, but said 
that until an agreement is 
reached on opening up a 
“safe passage" route from 
the Gaza Strip to the West 
Bank, “they have to go 
through the security check." 

“We have no intention of 
stopping the checks," he 
said. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
officials have been negoti- 
ating for weeks on the safe 
passage agreement, and 
Palestinian officials said a 
protocol agreement was 
expected next week. 

Mr. Qouriea. complained 
angrily over the Israeli 
intransigence. 

“Our deputies were elect- 
ed by the Palestinian people 
... and Israel is nor yu 
them the ireamijii- i; 
deserve." he sa=c. „ 
will not accepi 
actions." 

The legislature '.-a-* 
scheduled to debate t-.e pol- 
icy programme submitted 
by Arafat’s self-rule c .bin el 
last month and hold a \ote 
-of-confidence in the gov- 


ernment. 

The Gaza Strip has 34 


deputies in the legislative 
council elected in January, 
but 14 of them were already 
outside the territory, coun- 
cil members said 

“We are protesting at the 
Israeli authorities’ obstruc- 
tion of the arrival of 22 leg- 
islators and to show soli- 
darity with our col- 
leagues." Deputy Speaker 
Mitri Abu Aita told Reuters 
in Nablus. “The eighth ses- 
sion will not be held today." 

It was unclear whether 
the legislature would meet 
on Thursday. It normally 
meets on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

Israel has toughened trav- 
el regulations between the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
through its territory since a 
spate of militant suicide 
bombings in February and 
March in which 59 people 
were killed. 

But Palestinians said the 
regulations did not include 
subjecting legislators to 
humiliating searches. Leg- 
islators said they would not 
accept Israeli security 
checks. 

‘it is unacceptable that 
the legislative council 
members who represent 
the dignity of the Palestin- 
ian people be subjected to 
such treatment," said 
Nahed A1 Rayes. another 
deputy speaker. 


Gaza rights activist sees 
frame-up, fears for his life 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — A leading Palestin- 
ian critic of Yasser Arafat 
wrote in a note smuggled 
out of his jail cell that he is 
being framed on a drug 
charge and that he fears for 
his life, human rights 
activists said Wednesday. 

“I have been subjected to 
beatings,” read the hand- 
written note signed by the 
activist. Eyad Sanaj. 
“They are trying to set me 
up on a drag charge. I feel 
my life is in danger. Rescue 
me. The situation is dan- 
gerous.” 

A copy of the note was 
shown to the Associated 
Press by human rights 
activists who requested 
anonymity for fear of retal- 
iation. 

Dr. Sarraj, a Palestinian 
human rights activist, has 
been held without charges 
since Sunday night, his 
third arrest in six months. 

Palestinian police 

claimed illegal drugs were 
found during a search of 
Dr. Sanaj’s office Monday. 

Dr. Sarraj’s lawyers said 
they believe the drugs, 


apparently a chunk of 
hashish the size of a ciga- 
rette pack, were planted" to 
find a reason to bold their 
client. During the raid, 
police seized documents, 
tapes and files. 

Palestinian Attorney Gen- 
eral Khaled Kidra said 
charges were to be filed 
against Dr. Sarraj Wednes- 
day and that be expected 
Dr. Sarraj’s detention to be 
extended by lSTnore days. 

Dr. Sarraj’s lawyer, Raji 
Sourani, said that Mr. 
Kidra’s office has not 
allowed him to see his 
client or informed him 
when or where he would 


health centre in Gaza, 
renewed his criticism of the 
Palestinian National 

Authority's human rights 
record after be was released 


in May. 

Mr. Kidra on Wednesday 


appear m court. 

Dr. Sanaj heads the 
Palestinian Independent 
Commission for Citizens 
Rights. He was first arrest- 
ed May 18 and held for 
nine days after he called 
Arafat’s regime corrupt and 
dictatorial. He told the New 
York Times in an interview 
that Palestinian police 
made arbitrary arrests and 
tortured detainees. 

Dr. Sarraj, a psychologist 
and the head of a mental 


criticised the intensive 

media coverage of the Sar- 
raj case. 

“Why do you make such a 
big ftiss about a criminal 
who had drugs in bis pos- 
session?” Mr. Kidra told a 
reporter Wednesday. 

Human Rights 

Watch/Middle East, a 
U.S.-based group, protested 
Tuesday the arrest of Dn 
Sarraj. Human Rights 
Watch said that no charges 
had been filed against Dr. 
Sarraj and called for his 
immediate release. 

Dr. Sarraj’s third arrest in 
six months and the deten- 
tion of other critics of the 
government “casts serious 
doubt on the Palestinian 
National Authority’s com- 
mitment to fundamental 
human rights, including tbe 
right to free expression," 
the group said in a state- 
ment. 


Eitan may be denied sensitive 
post because he faces indictment 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s attorney general is 
considering barring far- 
right politician Rafael 
Eitan from obtaining the 
internal security minister’s 
job in Prime Minister-elect 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
new government, Israeli 
media reported Wednes- 
day. 

Attorney-general Michael 
Ben Yair informed Mr. 
Netanyahu earlier this 
week that Mr. Eitan, a for- 
mer army chief of staff and 
head of the far-right 
Tsomet party, could not 
hold any ministerial posts 
linked to intelligence gath- 
ering because he faces 
indictment for illegal use 
of military documents, 
Israel Radio said. 

Mr. Ben Yair’s office 
declined to comment on the 
reports, which also 
appeared in Israeli newspa- 
pers Wednesday. 

Officials in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
said Mr. Eitan had been 
offered the post of internal 
security minister and the 
agriculture portfolio in the 
new government after Mr. 
Netanyahu rebuffed his 
demands to be defence 


minister. 

Mr. Eitan is accused of 


illegally using a military 
data bank in 1994 to obtain 
the army records of a 
Tsomet militant he was try- 
ing to expel from the party. 

Mr. Ben Yair’s office said 
no decision had been made 
about indicting Mr. Eitan. 
But the media reports said 
the attorney-general want- 
ed to prevent the former 
army chief from controlling 
a ministry that has access 
to sensitive data banks, 
such as the internal securi- 
ty portfolio which controls 
the police. 

Mr. Eitan joined in an 
electoral alliance with 
Likud for the May 29 elec- 
tions, agreeing not to run 
against Mr. Netanyahu and 
Labour incumbent Shimon 
Peres for the prime minis- 
tership in exchange for 
promises of a senior cabinet 
position in the new govern- 
ment. His Tsomer party 
also obtained five seats in 
parliament among the 32 
won by the Likud alliance. 

Earlier this week Mr. Ben 
Yair also informed Mr. 
Netanyahu of plans to 
indict Ehud Olmert, the 
mayor of Jerusalem and a 
senior Likud official, in 
connection with illegal 
party financing during the 
1988 election campaign. 


Mr. Olmert was Likud 
treasurer at the time. If 
indicted, Mr. Olmert could 
not serve in the cabinet. 
Israel Radio reported 
Wednesday that Mr. 
Netanyahu hoped to name 
olmert to a special cabinet 
post in charge of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Olmert denied any 
wrongdoing on Tuesday. 

“I am disappointed by the 
decision (to press charges) 
and I am sure that the attor- 
ney-general is mistaken and 
it will become dear,” Mr. 
Olmerr told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Olmert is suspected 
of involvement in creating 
false receipts and other 
misdeeds during tbe Likud 
Party’s election campaign 
eight years ago. 

Mr. Olmert, currently has 
immunity as a member of 
parliament. Under Israeli 
rales, Mr. Olmert. as a pub- 
lic servant, can ask for a 
personal hearing with Mr. 
Ben Yair to ajgue against 
prosecution. 

In a statement carried by 
the radio. Mr. Olmert main- 
tained he did not guide, 
instruct or initiate any 
action aimed at disguising 
contributions to Likud. 


Regent meets 
Possavalyuk 


His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Wednesday meets Russ- 
ian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Viktor Possavalyuk. 
Hie Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said discussions dur- 
ing the meeting covered 
means to advance tbe Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
tbe question of the 

Chechens in the Balkan 
region. Me Possavalyuk 
voiced his country’s appre- 
ciation of Jordan’s efforts 
to secure peace in the Mid- 
dle East, Petra said. The 
meeting was attended by 
Minister of State for For- 
eign Affairs Khaled 
Madadha and the Russian 
ambassador to Jordan. 


Arab diplomats in Israel 
hold coordination talks 


By Ghalia Ahil 

Special to the Jordon Times 


AMMAN — Heads of the 
four Arab diplomatic mis-^ 
sions in Israel held a meet- ' 
ing at the Jordanian 
embassy in Tel Aviv on 
Wednesday in what the Jor- 
danian ambassador 

described as the first visible 
and tangible translation of 
the Middle East peace 
process on the diplomatic 
scene in the Jewish state. 

Ambassador Omar Rifai 
said the 90-minute meeting 
did not come up with any 
definite plans and focused 
mainly on the issue of 
peace. 

Mr. Rifai, in a telephone 
interview' with the Jordan 
Times, described the meet- 
ing as very good and said 
such encounters were 
expected to be regularly 
held by the “Arab Group" 
in Israel. 

The meeting reviewed 
“several issues of common 
interest” and tbe partici- 
pants pledged continued 
cooperation among them to 
advance the peace process, 
Mr. Rifai said. 

The ambassador rejected 


Israeli media speculation 
that the meeting was 
prompted by the election 
victory of Israeli right-wing 
leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu as prime minis- 
ter in May 29 elections and 
was a “mini-summit" ahead 
of the June 21-23 summit 
of Arab leaders in Cairo. 

Mr. Rifai said, however, 
the group, which includes 
ambassadors Mohammed 
Bassiuni of Egypt and s 
Ahmad Id A1 Judi of Mau- 
ritania and Tunisian repre- 
sentative Khamis Jinawi, 
will continue to work 
together “on supporting 
and promoting peace in the 
Middle East." 

Morocco was the only 
Arab state with a diplomat- 
ic presence in Israel which 
did not attend the meeting 
and did not give immediate 
explanation for' the 
absence, Agence France 
Presse (AFP) said. 

AFP added that tbe 
Tunisian represeii thrive said 
the group will “coordinate 
with tbe new government in 
any step it will take to 
achieve peace.” 


Balkan disarmament 


efforts bogged down 


OSLO (AFP) — The former 
waning parties of ex- 
Yugoslavia failed in Oslo on 
Wednesday to meet a dead- 
line set by the Dayton peace 
accord, on a disarmament 
agreement. but were 
expected to resume talks in 
tbe coming days. 

Tbe parties agreed to 
“stop tbe clock" in order to 
find a political solution to 
tbe battle over the wording 
of the agreement, according 
to the head negotiator, Nor- 
wegian General Viglelk 
Eide. 

Tbe parties will now con- 
tinue talks at various levels, 
aimed at meeting a June 20 
deadline, “but there will be 
no big negotiation meeting 
called." Gen. Eide said. 

“I am sure that we will be 
able to find a solution ... and 
that we will end up with a 
signing." he said. “As soon 
as 1 feel that the parties are 
ready to sign, we will organ- 
ise a meeting," he added. 

According to a source 
close to die negotiations, 
that meeting wQl take place 
in Vienna, where the Organ- 
isation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) is based. 

Gen. Eide, who presided 
over the negotiations on 
behalf of the OSCE, said he 
would travel to Florence on 
Thursday to continue the 
talks at the international 
conference on Bosnia. 

The Sarajevo government 
has blocked tbe signing in a 
row over the wording of the 
document, refusing to 
accept the Republika Srps- 
ka’s demand that it be treat- 
ed equally, in rhe introduc- 
tion to the text, with Croat- 
ia. the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

The parties had already 
stopped the clock on Tues- 
day night after a full day of 
talks in the Norwegian capi- 
tal. According to the Day- 
ton peace accord, the parties 
were to have signed the 
document by 22:00 GMT 
on Tuesday. 


The parties agree that the 
arms control text should be 
protected so that it can still 
be accepted," said Gen. 
Eide. 

All of tbe parlies have 
agreed to tbe contents of the 
accord, which was ham- 
mered out in Vienna on 
Thursday and which will 
take effect immediately 

after it is signed 

It sets heavy weapons ceil- 
ings for Yugoslavia, Croatia 
and Sarajevo, with an 

annexe fixing a 2:1 ratio for 
arsenals of tbe Muslim- 
Croat federation and Repub- 
lika Srpska. 

According tbe Dayton 
accord, signed in Paris in 
December, a failure to 
reach a disarmament accord 
by Tuesday at 22:00 GMT 
would mean that previous 
ceilings set under Dayton 
would take effect. 

However, Gen. Eide told 
AFP that this is not applica- 
ble, as tbe terms of' the 
accord had been agreed 
upon. The parties “have 
agreed on tbe ceilings,” and 
“the text is just frozen," he 
said Sarajevo claims that 
the two Bosnian sub-entities 
— the Muslim-Croat feder- 
ation and the Republika 
Sipska — should be 
attached to Bosnia and not 
granted equal status with tbe 
state of Bosnia that it repre- 
sents until the elections. 

The Sarajevo government 
fears that doing so would 
kickstart diplomatic recog- 
nition of the Bosnian Serbs. 

At the crux of the debate is 
the fact thai Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, the Federal Repub- 
lic of Yugoslavia and Croat- 
ia are the three signatories 
of the Dayton peace accord 
bur in annex lb of the 
accord, under which the dis- 


armament agreement was 
concluded all five parties 
are stated as being on equal 
footing. Gen. Eide refused 
to call Wednesday’s failure 
to sign a collapse. “It’s 
almost a success, but we 
didn’t crown it with a signa- 
ture." he said. 


Court overturns conviction 
in ‘Islamist revivalists’ case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation has overturned a 
State Security Court convic- 
tion of three men on charges 
of illegal possession of 
explosives, lawyers and 
family members said 
Wednesday. 

The three were part of an 
alleged group which 
involved six people, named 
in court documents as 
“Islamic revivalists." 

The six were charged in 
tbe State Security Court 
with plotting subversion and 
illegal possession of explo- 
sives with the intent of using 
them illicitly. 

But in its March 16 ruling, 
tbe State Security Court 
amended the charges to ille- 
gal possession of explosives 
without the intent of using 
them illegally. 

The court said then it 
decided to amend tbe 
charges because the defen- 
dants bad no past criminal 
record, they were married, 
supported families and they 
deserved to be “given anoth- 
er chance.” 

Defence lawyer Radi 
Ghareibeh said Wednesday 
that while tbe State Securi- 
ty Court convicted the three 
men for “illegal possession 
of explosives,” the Court of 
Cassation ruled that since 
“the defendants did not 
intend to use the explosives 
and were only trying to get 
rid of them," they were not 
guilty. 

Tbe three men who were 
found guilty by the State 
Security Court in March and 


were sentenced to seven and 
a half years were Saber 
Tawfiq Miqbel, 44, Khaled 
Mahmoud Rahal, 28. and 
Khaled Mustafa Kilani, 22. 

“Justice has prevailed,” 
Marouf Miqbel, brother of 
Saber Miqbel, said. “We 
knew that Saber was inno- 
cent We had faith in the 
justice system that he will 
be acquitted" 

During the six-month trial, 
the defendants tried to prove 
that they had collected the 
explosives to protect the- 
selves during the Gulf war 
of 1991 in case that war 
spilled over Jordan. When 
the war was over, they said, 
they buried the explosives to 
get rid of them. 

The prosecution sought to 
prove that the explosives 
found with the defendants 
were intended to be used in 
terrorist attacks in Jordan. 

The three other accused, 
who were held for one year, 
were acquitted by the State 
Security- Court for lack of 
evidence. 

Evidenceagainst the 
defendants in the trial were 
their own testimonies, 
seized explosives and 
weapons and a copy of die 
1994 law endorsing Jor- 
dan’s peace treaty with 
Israel. 

According to Mr. 
Ghareibeh, tbe three defen- 
dants, who have been held 
for IS months, will stand 
trial at a civil court for 
belonging to an illegal 
organisation. 

If convicted of the charge, 
the defendants face a maxi- 
mum six-month prison 
term. 


Bahrain arrests key 
suspect in alleged plot 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahraini authorities have announced 
the arrest of a key suspect in an alleged Irani art-backed 
plot to overthrow the government in the unrest-hit emirate. 

A government spokesman told the official news agency 
GNA on Wednesday that security services had arrested 
Jaafar Ali Hussein, “the man accused who is charged with 
buying and bringing arms and ammunition into the coun- 
try." 

The suspect had confessed in front of a judge to having 
smuggled in eight guns and a quantity of ammunition, the 
spokesman said, without giving a date for Hussein’s arrest. 

Bahraini newspapers said Hussein, 30, lived in the Shiite 
Muslim village of Sanabis, west of Manama, and worked 
as a grocer 

He was part of a group of plotters that included seven 
other people involved in the last 18 months of unrest, the 
reports said. 

He bought arms through business contacts in neiEhbour- 
ing Saudi Arabia. 

Bahrain accused Iran on June 3 of working to topple the 
government by financing a Shiite militant group called 
Bahram-Hizbollah. Iran denied the charges, which led to 
ties being reduced to the level of charge d’affaires 

State television has since aired the confessions of six 
alleged militants. 

Since December 1994 Bahrain has been hit by ami-»ov- 
erament unrest led by Shiites demanding a re/toration of 

1“ SUSPCnded ta 1975 b * Sed 


Kuwait MP denies report 


A Kuwam deputy said in remarks published on Wednes- 
day Bahrain had made a joke out of itself by saying there 
wasa pro- Iranian plot to topple the govemnLt* S 
“Hie presence of U.S. fleets and (military) bases in the 
Gulf generally, and especially in Bahrain, mkkes a tasteless 
joke of those saying there was a coup attempt " aS ai 

<peop,e) behind 

attention front ite 

Bahrain," Mr. Jamal, a Shi’iie member of L. i ,n 

Iiament’s foreign affairs committee was 11111 par ‘ 

“It is hard to confirm Iran’s backin® of IES 3 Say ? ng ' 
even with the confessions of the accused wT*™ 0 " 5 
not sent to a fair court,” Mr. Jamal said ey were 

h whic , h ■« -a 

suppon the Bahrainis' refo^demSiS. ha ' ° f KuWai '' 10 


Bangladesh radio! 
uses songs to 
spur voters 


DHAKA <R) — B 
desh’s state radio cdejJJ 
ed the start of voting 
elections Wednesday 
airing catchy songs 
told citizens to cast faj 
ballots, a task not too 
miliar in tbe fledgi 
democracy. “Let us go, 

us go. Lei us all go , 
vote," said one tune.'Mj 
of the songs were ?a 
folk tunes of the bootn* 
and farmers of the predo? 
inantiy- agricultural nathi 
sandwiched between Lnd 
and Burma. The songs, a 
terrapted by anootinu 
meats on polling proa 
dures, asked the 56.7 i 
lion eligible voters'o& 
120-million-strong ; 
to cast their ballots 
fear. 


Buzzard attacks, 
injures joggers 


4 


SOMMERHAUSEN, gJ 
many (AFP) — An 
raged buzzard attacked jo| 
gers near Wuerzburg 
Bavaria, leaving two 
them with injuries to 
back of the head and focj 
The bird of prey’s das| 
nearly took out the eyes 
one 44- year- old man in dj 
recent attack, according 
Sommerhausen Mayj 
Gerhard Oehler, who sf 
Wednesday that people.! 
the recreational area shod 
keep a watch oyer 
children. The buza 
wholly protected speci| 
may not be hunted 
destroyed. Regional 
protection association 
tinerary expert Andnl 
Von Lindeiner said 
attacks were infrequent g 
not unusual and had 
ciirred before in Bav^ 
He said the Sommerham 
bird was obviously a p§ 
ticulariy nervous one. 
that such reactions wen 
defence mechanism dnn' 
the raising of the buzzari 
young. People who ca 
under attack were advisri 
to protect their face 
head with a stick and tod 
away from the sea 
promptly but not <wi 
hastily. 

Rogue hippdl 
terrorises Lake/* 
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Victoria villager! 


NAIROBI (R) — A roj 
hippopotamus is 
herdsmen and their call 
crushing crops and 
ing fear among villagers 
the shores of Lake Viclol 
Villagers in Kirtotfo, 
Kenya, have asked i 
Kenya Wildlife Service 
remove tbe hippo wtai 
terrorising them in W| 
daylight, the Kenya To] 
said. The hippo appeal 
have won the first mud] 
the dispute over teniwq 
rights after a 
warden based near KirisJ 
warned farmers noiio! 
croach on land at the Wa 
edge. 
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China’s . ^ 

modernisers# 
back to storied Sy 

-Vr* 2 Jfttr 

BEIJING (AFP> rr i‘« 
na's modernisation^ 
throwing up a bizarre P* ^ic t 
dox in northwester .? 


gions where the i g 
are encouraging 


take up cave-dweffifl&Jj Lfibgi 
estimated 40 millioo 
dwellers still adsfcwf REhq 


na, most of tiieflL®* 
country’s nordi^j 
Loess Plateau. Jj 
of Chinese archiW^S 
joined forces to . I# 0 ! 
fresh air into 


caves and . ^ 
into 21st-centurydwKj3 

with “moderfefS 


niences," the Qua* ^ 





said Wednesday: 
rising incomes ( . ^ 
many cave-dwejF**'®® 
out of their ance$L_. 
to brick houses 
drat has put a 
strain on China's .: HD 3 
arable land The ^*5 
ther occupy arable^ 
harm hillsides & 
make full use of 

fiv. 





